The Resurrected Life

 The Resurrected Life
Sermon Reference: Matthew 28:1-8 | Easter Sunday Message

Opening Prayer
Begin your group time by thanking God for His resurrection power and asking the Holy Spirit to open hearts and minds to apply the truths discussed.

Icebreaker Question
Share a time when you experienced a "new beginning" in your life. What made it significant?

Key Takeaways from the Sermon
1. Christ's resurrection made possible resurrected life and revival - not just as a historical event, but as a present reality in our lives.
2. The resurrected life transforms us - We were dead in our sins, but through Christ's resurrection, we receive new spiritual life.
3. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives in believers - This gives us power to change and serve God.
4. God's heartbeat is for the lost - We are called to be ambassadors for Christ, not focused inward but reaching outward.
5. We must choose to be a "battleship" not a "cruise ship" - Focused on mission rather than personal comfort.

Discussion Questions
Part 1: Understanding the Resurrected Life (15-20 minutes)
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-5. What does it mean to be "dead in trespasses and sins"? How does the resurrection make us alive?
2. The pastor said we sometimes treat Easter as "just another historical event." Why do you think we struggle to make the resurrection personally relevant to our daily lives?
3. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Share an example of an "old thing" that passed away when you became a new creation in Christ. What "new thing" replaced it?
Part 2: The Transforming Power (15-20 minutes)
4. Read Romans 12:2. What does it mean to "renew your mind"? What are practical ways you can renew your mind this week?
5. The sermon mentioned that we all have hurts, disappointments, and broken dreams. How does the resurrection give us hope for healing in these areas?
6. Read Romans 8:11. How does knowing that the same Spirit who raised Jesus lives in you change your perspective on challenges you're facing?
Part 3: Living as Ambassadors (15-20 minutes)
7. Read Luke 19:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:20. What is God's primary agenda according to these verses? How well does your daily life reflect this priority?
8. The pastor asked, "How concerned are you about those who don't know about Easter, that resurrected life?" How would you honestly answer this question?
9. The sermon contrasted a "cruise ship" mentality (focused on personal comfort) with a "battleship" mentality (focused on mission). Which one better describes:
· Your personal walk with Christ?
· Our church as a whole?
· What needs to change?
Part 4: The Valley of Dry Bones (10-15 minutes)
10. Read Ezekiel 37:1-14. The pastor referenced this story about God bringing life to dry bones. What "dry bones" (broken situations, lost people, dying churches) are in your sphere of influence?
11. God told Ezekiel to "speak to these bones." Who is God calling you to speak to about the resurrected life of Christ?

Personal Reflection (5 minutes of silence)
Take a few moments of quiet reflection to consider:
· Am I truly living a resurrected life, or am I stuck in old patterns?
· What area of my life needs the transforming power of the Holy Spirit?
· Who is one person I can be an ambassador to this week?

Practical Applications
Choose at least one of the following to commit to this week:
Individual Actions:
· [ ] Daily Mind Renewal: Spend 10 minutes each morning reading Scripture to renew your mind (start with Romans 8 or Ephesians 2).
· [ ] Healing Inventory: Write down one hurt, disappointment, or broken dream. Pray specifically for God's resurrection power to bring healing and new hope.
· [ ] Ambassador Assignment: Identify one person who doesn't know Christ. Pray for them daily and look for one opportunity to show Christ's love this week.
· [ ] Check Your Focus: Evaluate how much time you spend thinking about yourself versus others. Ask God to shift your heart toward His priorities.
Group Actions:
· [ ] Prayer Walking: As a group, prayer walk your neighborhood or a struggling area, asking God to bring resurrection life.
· [ ] Community Service: Plan one outward-focused ministry event in the next month (food distribution, neighborhood clean-up, visiting nursing homes).
· [ ] Accountability Partners: Pair up with someone in the group to check in weekly about living as Christ's ambassador.

Prayer Focus
Pray together for:
1. Personal Transformation - That each member would experience the full power of the resurrected life in areas of struggle or stagnation.
2. The Lost - Pray by name for people in your circles who don't know Christ.
3. Church Revival - That your church would become more like a "battleship" focused on mission rather than a "cruise ship" focused on comfort.
4. Community Impact - For specific needs in your community and how your group can be the hands and feet of Jesus.
5. Holy Spirit Empowerment - That the same Spirit who raised Jesus would empower you to live victoriously and minister effectively.

Closing Challenge
The pastor said: "A year from now, I want us to look more and more like a battleship that's sending out missions for those who have lost their way."
What will you do this week to move from being a passenger on a cruise ship to being a soldier on a battleship?

Memory Verse for the Week
"But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you." — Romans 8:11 (NKJV)

Before Next Meeting
· Share with the group (via text/email) one way you saw God work through your commitment this week
· Be prepared to share testimonies of how you served as Christ's ambassador

Facilitator Note: Keep the discussion focused on application, not just information. Encourage vulnerability and celebrate even small steps of faith. Remember, the goal is transformation, not just Bible knowledge.
Discussion Questions	
The sermon emphasizes that Christ's resurrection should not be treated as merely a historical event. How can we make the resurrection personally relevant in our daily lives rather than just commemorating it once a year?

According to Ephesians 2:1-5, we were once dead in our trespasses and sins. What does it mean to be spiritually dead, and how have you experienced being made alive in Christ?

Romans 12:2 calls us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds rather than conforming to the world. What specific areas of your thinking need to be renewed by God's Word?

The sermon states that the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead now lives in believers according to Romans 8:11. How should this reality change the way we approach challenges and our capacity for spiritual transformation?

Luke 19:10 reveals that Jesus came to seek and save the lost, which the pastor identifies as God's heartbeat. How concerned are you about those who don't know Christ, and what practical steps can you take to reach them?

The concept of being Christ's ambassadors in 2 Corinthians 5:20 means representing heaven in our earthly contexts. How does your presence in your workplace, school, or community reflect your citizenship in heaven?

The sermon contrasts a cruise ship mentality focused on self-pleasure with a battleship mentality focused on mission. Which mentality better describes your current approach to church and Christian living?

Ezekiel 37's vision of dry bones coming to life illustrates God's power to revive what seems dead. What dry bones in your life, family, or community need the breath of God's Spirit?

The pastor mentions that over 75 percent of churches in America are declining or dying, often due to inward focus. How can individual believers help shift their church from self-focus to outward mission?

The resurrected life offers healing from past hurts, disappointments, and failures. What broken areas of your life do you need to surrender to Christ's transforming power this Easter season?
