Small Group Guide: "Who Do You Think You Are Talking To?" (Part 2)

Overview
This session continues the exploration of what it means to truly know God in prayer. The sermon draws from the church's broader theme of becoming a disciple of Christ, reminding us that a growing relationship with God through prayer is the foundation for everything else -- connecting with others, serving, and reaching out. Central to this session is the truth that God is always good, even when his answers to our prayers are not what we expected or wanted.

Key Takeaways
· God does not say yes to every request, and this is itself an expression of his goodness, not a contradiction of it.
· God's responses to prayer can be understood in four ways: No, Slow, Grow, and Yes.
· A trusting, mature faith is not measured by whether God gives us what we ask for, but by whether we trust him when he does not.
· God sees the full picture -- the entire parade, from beginning to end -- while we hold only one piece of the puzzle.
· God is always at work preparing us, refining us, and shaping us for both this life and eternity with him.
· How we live and grow now matters for how we will be used in eternity.

Opening Question
Take a few minutes to check in with one another before diving into the content.
· How has your prayer life been during these 40 Days of Prayer? Have you noticed anything different in how you are approaching your time with God?

Discussion Questions
On God's Goodness and His Answers to Prayer
1. The sermon opened with the reminder that God is good at all times, even in situations where he does not seem present. Has there been a season in your life when it was difficult to hold onto that truth? What helped you hold on, or what do you wish had helped you?
2. The pastor said, "The test of faith is not whether Christ gives me what I want. The test of faith is, will I trust God when everything is going different from what I would choose?" How does that reframe the way you think about unanswered prayer?
3. Which of the four responses -- No, Slow, Grow, or Yes -- has been the hardest for you to accept from God, and why?
On Not Knowing What We Are Asking
4. The pastor referenced Matthew 20 and 22, where Jesus tells the mother of James and John that she does not realize what she is asking. Can you think of a time when you looked back on a prayer request and realized you had not fully understood what you were asking for? What did that experience teach you?
5. The sermon pointed out that God sees from the beginning of the parade to the end, while we only see the piece right in front of us. How does that perspective change the way you want to approach prayer going forward?
On the Refining Process
6. The pastor used the image of stripping and refinishing an old piece of furniture -- sanding down the rough places, working on the dents and crevices, and then applying something new and better. Where do you sense God is currently doing that kind of work in your life? How are you responding to it?
7. The sermon reminded us that as we die to ourselves, we become more like Christ -- and that spending time with God in prayer and his word is what makes that possible without us having to force it. What has your experience been with that? Does dying to yourself feel like a struggle you have to manage, or something that happens more naturally as you draw closer to God?
On Living Now With Eternity in Mind
8. The pastor said that how we live now will shape how we are used in eternity, and that God is preparing each of us to live and serve with him forever. How does that long view affect the way you think about the difficulties and refining seasons you are walking through right now?

Reflection Exercise
The pastor challenged the congregation to think of one situation currently happening in their lives that might fall into one of these four categories:
· God is clearly saying No -- stop asking
· God is saying Slow -- watch and wait
· God is saying Grow -- you are not yet ready
· God is saying Yes -- everything is lining up
Take a few quiet moments individually, then share with the group if you are comfortable doing so. Consider:
· What is the situation?
· Which category do you believe it falls into, and why?
· What would it look like to trust God's goodness in that specific situation this week?

Practical Applications
1. Pray the challenge prayer from the sermon each day this week: "Lord, revive my heart so that I can be more like you. Revive my heart so that I can think like you think."
2. Pray specifically for the members of your small group. If you know what someone is walking through, bring their name before God intentionally and regularly this week.
3. Pray for your church family as a whole during these 40 days.
4. On Wednesday, commit to fasting one meal. Use that time -- rather than eating -- to pray for yourself, your group, and your church. If a full meal fast is not possible for health or other reasons, set aside a dedicated block of time for focused prayer instead.
5. Spend time in the word this week when you feel God has said no or not yet to something you have been praying about. Ask him to lead you to something that speaks to your situation and brings peace.

Closing Prayer
Close your time together by praying as a group. You may want to invite each person to pray a brief prayer using this simple framework:
· Thank God for one way you have seen his goodness, even in a hard season.
· Ask him to help you trust his answer -- whether it is No, Slow, Grow, or Yes -- in one specific situation you are facing.
· Ask him to form Christ's character more deeply in you through this season of prayer and fasting.

Looking Ahead
Next session will continue the 40 Days of Prayer series. Come prepared to share one thing God has shown you this week through your quiet time, your fasting, or your prayer for your small group.

