
KEY VERSES 
Matthew 16:17-18, Mark 

15:37-38, Hebrews 10:19-20; 
23-25, Acts 2:42-47

KEY QUOTE 
That is why the church is 

important; it’s not a place 
where we gather, it is the fact 

that we gather. 

Next Steps

Connect Questions

Discussion Questions

• In your opinion, what’s the best thing at Thanksgiving dinner? ( Example: Turkey, potatoes, 
stuffing?) 

• Cranberry sauce or gravy? 
• What is one side dish that you cannot go without? 
• Football or Parade?

• Read Matthew 16:17-18 . What stand out to you as you read 
this? What was Jesus’ response to Peter’s “confession?” Why 
did Jesus say that he would build his church (ekklesia) on 
what Peter said? 

• Dugan taught that Jesus wanted his people to gather 
together, to be called out from their homes as a gathering of 
people. Why is this important? 

• Read Hebrews 10:19-20 and Mark 15:37-38. What is so 
significant about these passages? What does it mean that 
we can “enter the most holy place?”  

• Dugan taught that there was only one day each year that a 
High Priest was allowed to go past the curtain. But now, we 
can have full access to God at any time because the veil tore 
when Jesus died. “There is no reason we cannot go into His 
presence.” Read Hebrews 10:23-25. In what ways does this 
passage reveal how we should live in light of the curtain 
being torn? 

• Read Acts 2:42-47 How does this passage describe the 
church? What things are mentioned that are still practiced 
today? Is there anything mentioned that the church is out of 
the habit of practicing? Do you feel that this passage 
accurately describes today’s church? Why or why not?

• We have been encouraged remember what it means to be the 
church in two significant ways. Which one do you   
• #1 The church doesn’t stop when you leave “a church” - go and 

be the church. How can you live this out this week? 
• #2 The church encounters something powerful when we 

gather together. How are you doing with gathering regularly?

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father,  

Thank you for the gift of “the 
church.” Thank you that you’ve 

turned us into a spiritual 
family and that when we 

gather, your presence is with 
us. Thank you for tearing the 

veil in two so that we can 
always have your presence in 

and with us. Help us to 
remember the importance of 
gathering together. Help us to 
be the church outside of the 

walls of “a church.”  
Amen. 
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