
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28th for the following month. The deadline for 
submissions is the 15th of each month. If you have 
items for the congregation, please send them to 
Cathlene Higgins, Connections Coordinator, at 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com. 

When the newsletter is available you will receive 
a notification via email with a link to our website. 
If you prefer to receive a paper copy in the mail, 
please contact the office at 785-776-8821. If you 
have items for the bulletin, website, or Sunday 
morning worship screens, those should also be 
sent to Cathlene, chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Worship in-person or live on our website.  
Replays will also be available on our 
website. 
8:45 a.m. - Contemporary
11:00 a.m. - Traditional 
11:30 a.m. - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 1350 
AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 4:00pm
Friday, 9:00am - 1:00pm

The church office will close 
Friday, April 7 at 12:00pm and all day
Monday, April 10 in observance of the 
Easter weekend. 
 
Please use the double doors to the 
Connecting Link to enter the building and 
check in at the welcome desk. Thank you.  

Manhattan, Kansas
First United Methodist Church

VOLUME 91 | NO. 4 |  APRIL 2023

www.fumcmanhattan.com | fumc@fumcmanhattan.com | 785-7 76-8821

Many years ago, I met with a worship planning team 
preparing for Easter Sunday. We were trying to come up with a 
theme for the day. One of the challenges with Easter Sunday is 
that it is the same story every year. Each gospel has a slightly 
different angle, but the main point is the same. When the women 
arrived at the tomb on Easter morning, it was empty. Finding a 
new theme after 2000 years of telling the same story is not easy.

Our planning team met in a one of the member’s homes while 
her husband was watching TV in another room. Just as I asked 
the question, “What should or theme be this Easter?” we heard 
an unexpected voice yell, “Nice Save!” It was the husband of our 
team member who happened to be a huge hockey fan. He was 
yelling at the TV after the goalie made a miraculous save to deny 
a goal. We all just looked at each other in astonishment, like we 
had heard the voice of God. Our theme that Easter, “Nice Save!”

The power of our Easter story is anchored in the unexpected. 
No one came to the tomb expecting to meet a Risen Savior. Yet, 
that is exactly what they found and it is the story we proclaim 
every year. At the moment when the world appeared the darkest, 

Jesus made an incredible save. I invite you to 
celebrate with me in worship this year as we 
yell our story to the world.

Grace and Peace!
Barry

http://www.fumcmanhattan.com
mailto:?subject=
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You can update, add, and remove some basic information on your FUMC profile? 
This on-line information can only be viewed by you.  Not all the information you see 
can be changed, but please take time to correct what you can and let us know if 
something else is not accurate.  
By doing this, you will be ready to sign up for Vacation Bible Camp, attend the Royals 
Game, participate in summer book club and so much more!  

Here’s how you do it: 

1) Go to the church website: www.fumcmanhattan.com and find the “announcements” page. 
2) Click the link that says “Check My Information” 
3) At the bottom of the page click the blue box that says “You are not logged in.  Click here to log in.” 
4) The new page will provide you an opportunity to create a new login or to use the current one if you have 
previously registered.  
5) Once you have logged in, you will find a “My Information” tab at the top.
6) Please use this opportunity to assure we have the correct information for you.  When all information is 
correct click “submit” at the bottom.  
7) Please also notice, to the right is a list of your family members. As the adult in your family you are able to 
see and edit your children’s profiles.  

We appreciate you helping to assure we have proper name spellings, birth dates, grade level, phone 
numbers, etc.   If something cannot be changed, please contact the office.  

If you have any problems please do not hesitate to contact Cathlene any time:
chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com

www. https://fumcmanhattan.com
mailto:chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com
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The Connections Committee will be assembling many gifts and your donations 
would be appreciated.  All donations can be left in the designated boxes in 
sanctuary entrance, the connecting link, or in the office any time.    

• Volunteer to be on a team, if you would like to help plan a graduation party, farewell party, or the 
welcome team please contact Cathlene at chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com. 

• Gift Cards will be shared among 3 pastors.  Please considering cards like Home Depot, Menards, 
Walmart, coffee shops, grocery stores, restaurants, gas, and places that help moving out of or into a 
home easier. 

• Paper Products for Barry and Donna as they pack boxes and need quick and easy cleanup.  Consider 
paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, etc. 

• Disposable tableware like paper plates, forks/knives/spoons, napkins.  
• Red Solo cups for the pastors and their moving crews when we provide water in the summer heat. 
• Dusting Supplies for packing and unpacking, please consider dusting wipes, dusting sprays, all 

purpose cleaners.
• Packing Tape for Barry and Diana. 
• Frozen Meals for nights when making a meal just isn’t possible. 
• 3M strips and hooks for decorating. 
• Decorative Ribbon to help decorate gift baskets and bags.
• Cards - Farewell cards for Barry and Melanie, Welcome cards for Donna, Graduation Cards for 

Courtney, Prayer cards for Anapra participants.  (Please clearly mark your envelope for whom the cards 
are intended. 

• Sunscreen for Anapra bags.
• Decks of playing cards for Anapra bags.
• Individual snacks for Anapra bags.
• Small travel games for Anapra bags.
• Travel disinfecting towels for Anapra bags. 
• Cash Donations to be used for all activities as needed.  Please clearly mark as “Transition”. 

Times of Transition Create Transformation
Pastor John Maxwell, a well published author, says, “change is inevitable, growth is optional”. This 

could equally read, “change is inevitable, transition is optional”.  Change can happen in the world 
without our knowledge and control, however transition can be embraced and celebrated in our hearts 
and in the walls of First United Methodist Church through planning and excited anticipation.

While it may be difficult to embrace change, it can bring about a sense of freshness and excitement.  
Transition is the time to prepare for that change.  A time to celebrate those who are leaving and 
to welcome those that are joining.  During the months of May, June and July, FUMC will see many 
changes.  The Connections Committee and myself are excitedly planning for gifts, offering helping 
hands, and lots of prayers.  We would love to have your help too! Below you will find many different 
ways you can celebrate Pastor Courtney’s graduation, celebrate our missionaries heading to Anapra, 
say goodbye to Pastor Barry and Pastor Melanie and welcome Pastor Donna.  Join us in any way you 
are willing and able. - Cathlene 

May 21 - Pastor Courtney Graduation Party 
May 28 - Send off for Anapra Trip Participants
June 4 - Farewell to Pastor Barry 
June 11 - Farewell to Pastor Melanie
July 2 - Welcome to Pastor Donna
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UNITED METHODIST MEN
BREAKFAST

April 13, 2023 
6:45 AM

FELLOWSHIP HALL

GUEST SPEAKER

KSU ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
GENE TAYLOR

GIVING TO FUMC 

There are several ways to give to the church: 
 
   1. Mail your check to the church.

   2. Text 785-329-0382.  Put the $ (dollar sign) then 
the amount you want to donate. Registration
information will appear.  Enter your information,
then click “process”.

   3. Give on-line through our website.
https://fumcmanhattan.com/give 

    
   4. Automatic withdrawal (ACH) is available in

two ways:

• You can set up a recurring gift through our 
website www.fumcmanhattan.com/give

• You may call the church office and speak with 
Kat McKee to set up these transfers.  Please 
have your bank account information available.

For more information about all giving options, contact 
Kat McKee in the church office by calling 
785-776-8821.

ENROLLMENT FOR FALL 2023

We are currently enrolling for the
2023-24 school year!

Classes are offered for children
18 months - 5 years old.

Our school term runs September - May. 

Go to https://fumcmanhattan.com/
preschool for class times

or contact
Director, Lindsay Kinsinger at

preschool@fumcmanhattan.com to 
request your enrollment packet.

https://fumcmanhattan.com/give
https://fumcmanhattan.com/preschool
https://fumcmanhattan.com/preschool
mailto:preschool%40fumcmanhattan.com?subject=
mailto:preschool%40fumcmanhattan.com?subject=
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As you know the saying - April showers bring 
May flowers, vegetables and herbs….what??  
When it comes to one of the missions that 
United Women in Faith helps with, it isn’t 
only flowers that get started in April.  The Big 
Garden began in 2005 as a program of United 
Methodist Ministries with an initial goal to create 12 gardens in three years and 
has grown to over 200+ community gardens in metro-Omaha and rural and 
semi-rural communities in Nebraska, Iowa, and Kansas.  Their goal is to reduce 
hunger by increasing access to fresh, healthy produce and teaching people to

       grow, cook, & preserve their own.
Our UWF Circles help with one of their largest fundraisers - their annual plant sale. Many of the UWF 
members in March have been working on writing plant tags during their meetings.  These tags are used to 
label the plants.  The Garden grows over 20,000+ seedlings in their greenhouses such as cold-hardy spring 

crops while herbs and flowers trickle in.  Warmer-weather 
crops like tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, and many 
flowers are available in the second half of the plant sale.
https://biggarden.org/plant-sale-info
This is just one of many local and national missions that 
we work with.  United Women in Faith works with bold 
action, like faith which takes courage.  Our bravery is 
inspired by God’s love and our powerful commitment 
to improve the lives of women, children and youth.  We 
would love for you to join us sometime and check out a 
Circle group so feel free to contact us at
uwf@fumcmanhattan.com.

PAD THE PANTRY
IN 

APRIL
WITH

4-PACKS OF 
TOILET PAPER

https://biggarden.org/plant-sale-info
mailto:uwf%40fumcmanhattan.com?subject=


Manhattan, Kansas
First United Methodist Church6  |  First United Methodist Church

2023 WORSHIP FLOWER ORDER FORM
Floral arrangements enhance our worship by reminding us of the beauty of God’s creation.

If you would like to contribute an arrangement on a specific Sunday in 2023, you may:

(a) Make a contribution to the church, with a recommended minimum of $45.00, and the order will be placed for you.   
 Please indicate whether you prefer the arrangement in a basket or vase and any color or flower preference. 
  For special requests, please contact Judy in the church office, or email chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com.
(b) Order/provide the arrangement on your own.

For both options, please note the following:
• Arrangements may be given in memory or honor of a loved one or special occasion.

• Please list your first and second choice of date. Every effort will be made to accommodate your preference, 
 but adjustments may be necessary. Either way you will receive a reminder card with details.

• If you would like to do more than one order, please place each one on a separate form.

The following dates in 2023 are not available: Palm Sunday (April 2), Easter Sunday (April 9).

Please complete form and return (with contribution if applicable) to the church office.

Name: ______________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Information for bulletin (e.g., given in memory or honor of ____ by ____)__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

$_______ (a) making contribution ___ (b) ordering own flowers, ___ basket ___ vase Dates: 1st choice _________

Flower or color preference____________________________________________________ 2nd choice ________
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Courtney Fellers
Pastor of Children and Family Life

cfellers@fumcmanhattan.com

Facebook @FUMCManhattan
Children’s Ministry

Children’s Weekly Schedule

YUM- Wednesdays from 4:30pm to 5:30pm. 

YUM Bells - Wednesdays from 5:30pm to 6:15pm.

Sunday School - Sundays from 10am to 10:45am

We have some more Student Ministry
t-shirts in Courtney’s office if your kids

didn’t get one and would like one.

Sunday          Contemporary Worship 8:45am
                Sunday School  10:00-10:45am
                Traditional Worship 11:00am
                Mid-High Youth 4:00-5:30pm
                Sr. High Youth 6:00-7:30pm

Wednesday  Youth Hangout 3:30-5:30pm

1st Friday Devotional Donut 6:30am
                             at Varsity Donuts

Jeff Cunningham
Youth Director

youth@fumcmanhattan.com

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram:
@FUMCYouthMHK

Youth Weekly Schedule

Hello, Friends!

The annual Easter Egg hunt is a 
favorite for all our children.  We will 
hold our hunt between services on 
Easter morning.  If you are able to 
help on Easter morning please let me 

know.

Did you know the word 
“acolyte” comes from the Greek 
word akolouthos, meaning
“helper”?  Would you like to 
help bring the light into the 
sanctuary and out into the
world on Sunday morning? 
Contact Ronald Atkinson for 
more information:
ronaldatkinsonjr@hotmail.com.

It’s that time! We are excited 
to start planning for Vacation 
Bible Camp.  Please mark 
your calendars for 

June 26 - 29
9am - 12pm

But first, if anyone is interested in helping to plan 
and/or decorate for Vacation Bible Camp 
please contact me at
cfellers@fumcmanhattan.com

Youth Sunday is coming! Join us on Sunday, April 
16th as the youth take over worship. Both services 
will highlight the talents of the students in our youth 
ministry program. The message of this year’s service 
will be “I’m Too Pretty to Die”. Come find out what we 
can learn from the life and death of Absolam.

Labyrinth Update
Since last month, I have learned that the church had 
previously purchased a high-quality portable prayer 
labyrinth. It is now set up on the third floor of the Ed. 
Center in what was the First Acts room. Come take 
advantage of this wonderful prayer and meditation 
tool. The labyrinth room will be open beginning on 
Palm Sunday, April 2.  

http://cfellers@fumcmanhattan.com
http://youth@fumcmanhattan.com
mailto:cfellers%40fumcmanhattan.com?subject=
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Return Service Requested

SUNDAY MORNING AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

8:45am - Contemporary Worship 
 

9:30am - 10:50am- Fellowship Time 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for coffee, donuts and fellowship. 

Please feel free to bring your own coffee mug or use ours.  
  

10:00am - 10:45am - Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults 
 

11:00am - Traditional Worship  
 

Childcare is available all morning for ages newborn to pre-k 
 

Both worship services will continue to be live streamed on our
Facebook page and our website. 
You can also listen on the radio 

at 11:30am on KMAN 1350 AM, 93.3 or 97.3 FM


