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1. Christianity Is About Truth (vv. 1-6) 
The first big idea John reveals about the Christian faith is the truth of it. At this point in the letter, John 
introduces a word of caution. The Christian is not to accept everything he or she receives as truth, 
including what is heard from supposedly Christian sources. At this juncture, John reveals two spirits at 
work in the world about which believers must be aware—the spirit of truth on the one hand and the 
spirit of error on the other. Two spiritual powers seek to gain and keep control of human hearts and 
minds. The Christian must learn to burn away the false teachings so that only the pure Word of God 
remains. Two distinct groups are named in this section which assist the believer in discerning truth 
from error.  
First, notice the false prophets. While it seems easy enough to reject a false prophet, it is much more 
difficult than it seems because false prophets are rarely easily visible. John issues a five-fold checklist. 
First, the content of the teaching is examined. If prophets did not affirm the full humanity and full deity 
of Jesus, they must be rejected as false teachers. A second test was congeniality. Do his teachings 
receive thorough scrutiny, or do the masses seem more interested in his slick personality or smooth 
talk? A similar test concerns commercialism. Is the teacher promote him to the exclusion of every 
other teacher? A fourth test focuses on character. What kind of life does the teacher lead? A final test 
pertains to converts (cp. Matt. 7:16). Does the teacher take interest in seeing people converted to 
Jesus and becoming involved in the local church? These tests are but a few means by which we may 
discover whether or not a person is a false teacher.  
Second, notice the faithful preachers. The Apostle gives two characteristics of faithful preachers of the 
truth. First, faithful preachers are in full agreement with the Bible. What faithful preachers say is in full 
agreement with Biblical revelation. They teach the full incarnation of God in Jesus Christ. Also, faithful 
preachers are accepted by the full body of believers (v. 6). The church at large becomes the testing 
ground for true prophets of God. 

Question: If the church is the testing ground for false prophets, is it possible for the church to 
be deceived? Explain. 

2. Christianity Is About Love (vv. 7-16) 
John was overwhelmed by the love of God. In fact, love became for John one of the big ideas of the 
Christian faith. First, the Apostle speaks about love being proclaimed. John goes deeper into love 
perhaps than any other Biblical writer. The nature of God the Father is love. God is not an impersonal 
abstraction nor a cosmic spiritual force. God’s nature is love. Love makes up His attitude toward us 
and the world He created. Only in Christianity will one find love as an attribute of God. Consequently, 

We learned in chapter two that John’s main interest in this letter was to assure young believers 
how to stay strong in the faith. Already “antichrists” were actively seeking to deceive and entrap 
weak believers into the snare of false teaching. Above all, John wanted to address this watershed 
issue.  Chapter four unfolds what we may call the “big ideas” of the Christian faith. In other words, 
these teachings serve as overarching realities through which other teachings of the Christian life 
are filtered. 



those who are born of God have the nature of God within them. Children take on the nature of the 
Father.  
Second, the Apostle speaks about love being proved. In one sense love is invisible and cannot be 
seen; in another sense, however, God made love visible when He sent His Son to die on a cross for 
our sins. Jesus was God’s ultimate sacrifice for us, fully demonstrating His love to be true. His death 
fully satisfied justice for our sin. 
Third, John speaks about love being practiced. From the sublime heights of God’s proving His love for 
us, we must climb down and show our love to our brothers and sisters. We are the family of God. He 
loved us; therefore, we must love others. In fact, according to John, loving one another is not an 
option; rather it is a commandment. People see God in us by the way we treat one another. In addition, 
love is also a communion. The more we live in God and He in us the more love will flow from our lives.  
3. Christianity Is About Hope (vv. 17-21) 
Thus far we have examined two “big ideas” which serve as lens through which the Christian faith may 
be understood—truth and love. Truth pertains to our belief, while love pertains to our behavior. Now 
John offers a third “big idea,” and that idea is hope. In these verses, while John continues the theme of 
love, he focuses on the future. 
First, even though believers are filled with hope, apprehension still exists. People have all kinds of 
fears and anxieties especially concerning the future. Another prominent phobia is the fear of God. 
Multitudes are afraid to even think of God not to mention being prepared to meet Him. According to 
Scripture, fear was born into the human heart as a result of sin.  
Second, even though believers experience apprehension, hope offers assurance for a peaceful future. 
John assures those who have faith in God that they also have “boldness” to come before God’s throne. 
It remains entirely possible to look toward the “day of judgment” in full assurance that God is for you 
not against you. At least two reasons exist which make our assurance sure. First, we have assurance 
because of our representation. Second, we have assurance because of our identification. As Christ is 
in relation to judgment, so are we. Christ has suffered, bled, and died on our behalf. Now He sits at the 
right hand of the Father ever living to make intercession for the saints. 
In addition, not only does John focus on the future, he also emphasizes the Father. In other words, 
love did not begin with us; it begins with God. We could not love God before He loved us. Indeed, 
there is nothing we can do to make God love us more. Nor is there any act—atrocious as it might be—
to cause God to love us less. If one claims to love God, the proof of this love is in the way one loves 
his or her fellow man. The church today must face the blatant contradiction which so easily remains 
demonstrable among estranged members of the body of Christ. 

Question: What are some ways Christians may prove their love for one another? Be specific. 
Wrap Up 
Sometimes we make the Christian faith much more complicated than it is. It is true some truths are 
more difficult to grasp than others. Nonetheless, the faith God gave us is to be understood by the 
simplest of minds among us. Jesus encouraged His disciples to even allow children to come and learn 
at His feet! (Matt 18:1). It does not surprise us, then, when the Apostle gives us three overarching 
principles through which to better understand our faith— truth, love, hope. 
 


