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1. The Loveliness of the Christian Life (vv. 1-10) 
The first secret of the Christian life is its loveliness. When the Christian community lives like her Lord, she 
is a beauty to behold. Even so, if the loveliness of the Christian life is one of its secrets, what makes the 
Christian life lovely? Peter opens the chapter with a focus on moral purity. While moral purity is not the 
chief quality that makes for loveliness of the people of God (as we shall see below), moral purity is 
nevertheless an important quality for loveliness. Peter commands believers to actively “lay aside” those 
attitudes and actions displaying ugliness unbecoming of the Lord’s bride. Through God’s Word, we learn 
what pleases the Lord. Indeed, it is not too much to say that no one can know or live the will of God apart 
from the Word of God.  
As we indicated earlier, while the moral purity of life makes for the loveliness of the Christian, the most 
significant quality of the Christian life is the Person of the Lord—Christ Jesus Himself. Peter begins by 
expressing what Christ is personally. He is the “living stone.” Peter is playing on words, for stones are 
inanimate. Jesus, however, is a “living” stone for He rose from the dead. He is the supernatural stone, the 
stone “chosen” before the worlds were made.  
Being supernatural, He is also the “precious” stone, held in highest regard and only suitable for the chief 
“cornerstone.” Even so, He remains a “stumbling” stone and “rock of offense” for those who do not believe 
(v. 8). The very stone God chose, Israel rejected. What is more, the very stone God chose to be the only 
Savior, people continue to reject today. He becomes the “rock of offense” to all who “disallow” the 
forgiveness of sin, for which He paid when He died on the cross.  
Consequently, believers who look to the living stone by faith become “living stones” themselves. The house 
God builds out of “living stones” is a lovely house, a beautiful house. We are lovely, first and foremost, 
because we are built upon the chief cornerstone, the living stone, the Lord Jesus. 

Question: Think about the people to whom you have shared the Gospel lately. What are the reasons 
people offer when they refuse to consider the Gospel? Be prepared to share with the entire group. 

2. The Submissiveness of the Christian Life (vv. 11-17) 
Not only is loveliness a secret of the Christian life, but also submissiveness is also a secret of the Christian 
life. Peter reveals two overarching notions in this passage of Scripture. On the one hand he is concerned 
with personal discipline, and on the other, he deals with public deportment. Each goes hand in hand with 
the other. Submission to the Lord requires we guard our personal character; however, we must also guard 
our public conduct.  

The great English Baptist, Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, “The way of righteousness is a 
difficult pass between two mountains of error, and the great secret of the Christian’s life is to wind 
his way along the narrow valley.” Spurgeon got it right—sometimes it is difficult to live the 
Christian life, displaying all the beauty God intended it to be. The Scripture teaches “we are His 
workmanship,” created for His purposes (Eph. 2:8- 10). God made us in His image and remade 
us in the image of Christ when He saved us. Even so, how are we to live? What makes us 
different from the world around us? What is the secret to living the Christian life as God intended 
us to live? The Apostle Peter gives us clear answers to these questions in 1 Peter 2. He shows 
us the secrets of the Christian life.  

 



First, he appeals to their status as “strangers and pilgrims.” Our present world is not our home; we are only 
passing through. One must distance oneself from those things which tempt toward displeasing actions or 
attitudes to the Lord. Instead, one must live honestly before unbelievers. Why? According to Peter, 
because they may, by seeing our good works, glorify God on judgment day! Whatever the case, the 
loveliness of our lives as we walk surrendered to Him offers unbelievers an undeniable testimony to the 
grace of the Lord Jesus.  
Additionally, as Peter speaks clearly of our public conduct before a watching world, he notes the humble 
submission every Christian should display. Peter’s meaning is clear: our government is to be respected 
and obeyed. Of course, this does not mean government laws are absolute. When government sets up just 
laws which do not compel us to breach God’s clear commands in Scripture, we have a moral obligation to 
respect the law.  
What is more, Christians should never use liberty as “a cloak of maliciousness,” but indicative of 
submission to God, as “servants of God” (v. 16). Far too many believers appeal to their liberty to cloak all 
kinds of unbecoming behavior. Some will even cite winning the lost as a reason to recreationally use 
beverage alcohol.   

Question: If our government is to be obeyed as Peter commands (cp. Rom. 13:1-6), when is it 
right, if ever, to disobey the government? Explain. 

3. The Graciousness of the Christian Life (vv. 18-25) 
Not only is the Christian life lovely which remains one of its secrets, but also the Christian life is 
submissive. The third secret of the Christian life is its graciousness. Peter mentions once again the 
significance of submission. However, in this particular instance, the practical exhortation is not Christians in 
submission to government, but slaves in submission to masters. Peter exhorts Christians to live gracious 
lives wherever they find themselves. We are to live “good and gentle” lives even when we find ourselves 
“suffering wrongfully.” Striking at the heart of casual, easy faith, Peter blows the lid off of our comfortable 
Christianity. Only through the power of Christ living in and through us are we able to live the gracious life 
Through persistent service and patient suffering, we display graciousness, the secret of Christian living.  
The Apostle ends this section by focusing on the cross as we come full circle. All the secrets of the 
Christian life begin with Christ and end with Him. As he wraps up the secrets of the Christian life, Peter 
explains three aspects of the cross of Christ. First, he explains the virtuous nature of the cross (vv. 22-23). 
Jesus “suffered for us” even though He “did no sin” nor was “guile found in his mouth.” In no way did Christ 
succumb to sin though he was tempted in all points like us (cp. Heb. 4:15). In addition, not only did Christ 
live sinlessly, Christ suffered silently. He was silent before His enemies.  
Second, Peter explains the vicarious nature of the cross. While we may follow Jesus by living virtuous 
lives, we find it impossible to follow Jesus by living vicarious lives—at least not the kind of vicariousness 
Jesus displayed. No one ever suffered like Jesus and no one ever will.  
Finally, Peter explains the victorious nature of the cross (v. 25). Though our deplorable condition as 
wandering sheep displayed a rebellious heart, the Shepherd delighted in restoring His lost flock. Those 
who were “gone astray” have returned; we are restored to God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence, it is 
through Him our lives reveal the same graciousness He has shown to us.  

Question: Does living a gracious life imply Christians will be easy on sin and should more often than 
not, just let things go? After all, shouldn’t we just show “grace” and “kindness”? Explain.  

Wrap Up 
In this study, we have examined three secrets of the Christian life. No better place to begin exists than 
looking to Jesus Who remains the source of our loveliness. Even more, Christ also compels us to 
surrender to God in the same sense He surrendered Himself up to die on the cross. Even so, our lives 
must display the same graciousness He shows to us. We do not deserve salvation. Yet our Lord is pleased 
to give us salvation nonetheless. What a Savior we serve!  


