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1. Christ’s Expected Return (vv. 1-9) 
Peter begins his survey of the end-times by explaining why the world continues as it does. Dealing a 
discerning blow to false teachers (chapter 2), he now develops an end-time scenario which begins with the 
second coming of Christ. The “holy prophets,” after all, predicted His coming. The same Biblical authors 
predicting His first coming also predicted His second coming. In addition, the Apostles proclaimed the 
second coming of Christ. 
Even so, while His coming was undeniably declared by both prophets and apostles, His coming was 
denied by many. Those who denied Christ’s second coming Peter dubbed “scoffers,” a term which 
described a person who took lightly what should be taken seriously. The Bible even predicts scoffers would 
appear. Scoffers offered two general reasons for denying Christ’s coming again. First, the scoffers uttered 
an intellectual reason (v. 4). Since things remained unchanged, they assumed Jesus was never coming 
back. The weakness of this view is evident: just because one cannot perceive change does not mean 
things are not changing. Nor does it mean that because God has not intervened yet, His inactivity proves 
He will not intervene in the future.  
Scoffers also offer a moral reason to deny Christ’s second coming (v. 3).  Ignoring the moral demands 
placed upon them as followers of Christ, they live self-indulgent lives. Too often the bottom line for those 
who ridicule the Christian faith reduces to commitment toward a particular moral lifestyle. They simply do 
not desire to give up their sinful living.  
Peter moves on to defend the second coming of Jesus. Those who think they are knowledgeable 
concerning Christ’s return, are actually “ignorant” and do not know what they confidently but wrongly 
assume. Peter corrects their willful ignorance in two ways. First, he corrects them historically (vv. 5-7). 
Contrary to conventional wisdom, the universe is not stable. Things are not the way God originally created 
them. In addition, cataclysmic events have taken place which changed the earth’s terrain (i.e. the flood), 
events which were direct intervention by God Himself (v. 7). And, just as God intervened in the past, so 
Peter says, He will intervene in the future.  
Next, Peter corrects the scoffers theologically (vv. 8-9). God is both above time and outside time. Indeed, 
God is eternally present. He sees and knows eternity from beginning to end since He Himself is eternal. 
Hence, He is “not slack” concerning His promise. God’s reason for waiting stems from His loving patience 
and His patient love. Christ postpones His return for more to be saved from judgment to come. 

Question: When you think of the second coming of Jesus do you think about all the people who will 
be judged to hell? They will have no second chances to come to Christ. Does this serve as a 
motivation to share Christ with others? 

Getting “knowledge” about the future is big business. Americans spend millions to consult a 
fortune-teller, a spiritist, or a medium with a deck of cards to find out what the future holds or what 
lies on the other side of death. Many read horoscopes more religiously than they read the Bible. 
Thousands turn to marketing firms which calculate whether a particular area is going to boom for a 
particular business. In one way or another, we are all interested in knowing what tomorrow brings. 
Peter sums up his correspondence to the first century Christians with a peek into eternity, a 
glimpse into what will take place.  

  

 



2. God’s Exhaustive Renovation (vv. 10-13) 
When we observe the world, sometimes it remains difficult to believe Satan is not in complete control. 
There is a day coming, and it may be very soon, when God’s exhaustive renovation will begin to take 
place. Humanity’s day will end, and God’s day, so to speak, will begin.  
First, God’s day affects creation. Peter says the cataclysmic day of the Lord will come “as a thief” would 
come in the night. Without warning, God will begin the complete renovation process at a time we least 
expect. Everything we have built will turn to ash because of the intense heat.  
Second, God’s day affects the Christian. End times teaching always has a moral imperative about it. It 
affects believers and the lifestyle we choose. We must place our mind and focus in that direction. Thus, a 
focus centered on Christ’s coming and the day of God surely possesses an impact on the manner of life 
the Christian lives.  
Third, God’s day affects the consummation. Peter reveals three worlds in this chapter: the past world (v. 6), 
the present world (v. 7), and the promised world (v. 13; cp. Isa. 65:17; 66:22). According to the Apostle, the 
coming world—the promised world—is a new world. While this world could be spoiled by moral failure, the 
new world cannot. Sin will not have the final word in the universe; God will! Our Savior reigns forever and 
ever!   

Question: Reflect on the world as it is. Do you think there would have been hurricanes and 
tornadoes before sin entered the world? What about animals killing other animals to eat in the 
wild? Do you think it will be different in the “new heavens and new earth”? Explain. 

3. Our Eternal Residence (vv. 14-18) 
Peter offers his closing appeal to the suffering believers. Eternity remains an awesome reality for the child 
of God. Hence, Peter asks Christians to reflect on two significant factors in light of their promised eternal 
residence with the Lord.  
First, believers must reflect on their personal purity (vv. 14-16). we are to make every effort to live morally 
decent lives. For those who take Peter’s challenge seriously, he mentions three dimensions which must be 
considered. There is the upward dimension which reveals the health of a person’s relationship with God. Is 
one at “peace” in Him and with Him? Next, there is the inward dimension of a person’s life, the part no one 
can observe but the person and God. Christ wants to present every believer to the Father spotless and 
morally pure. Finally, there is an outward dimension believers consider (v. 15). Reflecting on the Apostle 
Paul’s writings, Peter insists believers take “account” of their lives in light of other people.  
Second, believers must reflect on their personal maturity (vv. 17-18). The movement of the Christian life is 
fundamentally simple: one is either going backwards or going forward. Peter implores believers—don’t go 
backward! (v. 17). On the other hand, Peter insists believers do proceed forward (v. 18). No Christian is 
mature who is not developing and increasing in both the grace of God and knowledge of His Son. One is 
either growing in Christ or one is shrinking from Him.   

Question: When you think on heaven, does it inspire you to live more closely to Christ? Why or why 
not?  

Wrap Up 
The future does not have to be a mystery nor something to be feared. The Scripture tells us what the future 
holds. Christ is coming a second time, God’s renovation of the corrupted creation will take place, and 
heaven will be realized for every child of God. Unfortunately, for those who have never received Christ as 
Savior, only darkness and judgment remain. The only way to avoid the severity of God’s wrath is to 
surrender your sin, your life, your soul, your all to Jesus. Turn from sin and trust Christ. He promises He will 
never cast aside or turn away any soul who genuinely comes to Him (John 6:37). Surrender to Christ now.   


