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1. An Explanation Concerning the Truth of Apostasy (vv. 1-4) 
Jude opens his book identifying who he is and why he is writing. First, he offers the church a warm 
greeting which contains three precious truths about believers. The first truth about believers is their 
being “sanctified.” Salvation begins in the heart of God. God saves the soul; no one saves himself or 
herself. Second, Jude reveals the truth about being “preserved.”  Our eternal welfare is carefully 
guarded by God Himself. We are His and nothing or no one will take us from Him. Third, we are 
“called.” An invitation to a feast is issued, and those who respond are led to the King’s banquet table. 
Jude desires they abundantly increase in Christian virtues. In fact, if they are to survive the “falling 
away” they must increase in their walk with the Lord.  
Next, Jude issues a stern warning to the apostates. Surprisingly, Jude informs the church he actually 
had other plans in mind to write to them about. His heart overflowed with truth concerning the 
“common salvation” we have in Jesus Christ, and he wanted to share with them. However, before he 
took up his pen, the Holy Spirit stopped him cold! The Holy Spirit knew more than Jude what would 
most benefit the church down through the centuries. Note: sometimes the difference between following 
the will of God and failing to follow the will of God is not between doing something good and something 
bad. Instead, it is between doing something good and doing something God knows is best!  
So, what is the best which Jude pursued? He insisted believers must “earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints.” As an athlete struggles to work out and excel, so the 
believer must painfully wrestle the faith to the ground. In other words, he or she contends with the false 
beliefs of this world by accurately explaining the Christian faith. Opposing error becomes the default 
mindset. Note Jude’s focus on “certain men”. They entered in secretly and attempted to steal people’s 
hearts away from the truth. Indeed, they corrupted grace and pursued unchecked lusts. 

Question: Take a moment to reflect upon the will of God in your life. Are there times when God 
leads you in a different direction when the direction you are going seems to be a good one? 
Explain. 

2. An Examination of the Trail of Apostasy (vv. 5-16) 
After Jude explains about those who have “fallen away” he moves on to an examination of them 
“falling away.” Jude begins with examples from the past, calling the church to “remembrance.” On the 
one hand, that Israel lost God’s power because they rebelled against God’s word. In addition, the 

The Blessed Hope of all believers is the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. While no one 
knows the exact time, signs exist in Scripture which generally indicate His coming seems ever so 
close. One sign of His coming to which scholars point is the time of general apostasy. Paul clearly 
spoke of those who “depart from faith” (1 Tim. 4:1), and referred to this time as a “falling away” (2 
Thess. 2:3). “Apostasy” is the term usually referenced for those who “fall away” (i.e. from sound 
doctrine) and “apostates” are those who teach unsound doctrine. Jude is one of the shortest books 
in the Bible. Nonetheless, no other author so stirred the conscience of the early church concerning 
the last days than Jude. Being the half-brother of the Lord Jesus (Mark 6:3), Jude did not soon 
come to saving faith in Jesus. Indeed, it was not until after the resurrection that Jude came with the 
faith of a little child, trusting in Jesus as the Lord and Savior He is (Acts 1:14).  
 



angels lost their position because they “left” their protection from the Almighty and followed the devil in 
rebellion  
Jude proceeds to bring the church to their present situation. The apostates in the church to which Jude 
addressed his letter could be identified by several markers. They were “fifthly dreamers” who had a 
defiled imagination. Consequently, they existed mostly on the animal level. They were spiritually 
worthless to the body of Christ. Jude uses a series of metaphors which simply showed not only how 
spiritually worthless the apostates were, but also how exceedingly harmful they remained to the 
church.  
Finally, Jude switches gears, so to speak, and pushes the church to consider the expectations they 
must have for the future. Even in the days of ancient apostasy, Enoch was a man who walked with 
God. How fitting for the church to allow him to catapult them into the future. Enoch preached judgment 
in an age of unbelief as he waited patiently for the coming of the Lord. And, just like in Enoch’s day, so 
in Jude’s day, there were “murmurers,” “complainers,” and “ungodly” people who walked “after their 
own lusts.” They were out to take advantage of others by overwhelming them with smooth but 
erroneous teaching.   

Question: Do you count suffering as an act of anticipation for God to work? Explain. What are 
some ways which will develop a more positive anticipation which suffering is said to bring? 

3. An Exhortation for the Time of Apostasy (vv. 17-25) 
Jude has made his mark on Christian history. Rather than speaking about the common salvation he 
exposed the corrupted society of the Christian church. False teachers were saturating the church then, 
and he would make sure the church today would be on guard against a falling away from the faith in 
the final hour before Jesus returns to rapture His people.  
Now, he moves from exposing the false teachers to exhorting the faithful believers to remain strong in 
the midst of unbelief. Even when apostasy abounds, the church of Jesus Christ can remain faithful to 
her Lord. He calls them to “remember.” The Apostles gave the church genuine, infallible spiritual 
direction through their inspired words written down. warnings about apostasy abound.  
In addition, the believers were instructed to “separate.” Note while separating from the world is a 
Biblical practice, Jude was not referring to Biblical holiness. Instead, he was warning them about those 
who cause division within the church. Jude exhorts the believers to maintain communion with their 
Lord in light of the coming apostasy. 
Finally, not only were believers to maintain their communion with the Lord, they were to also manifest 
compassion for the spiritually destitute people among them. Through sharing their own faith in Christ, 
they became partners with the Holy Spirit in evangelism. Every time a believer witnesses to the 
redeeming blood of Jesus Christ, the world receives hope for their eternal salvation. 

Question: If there was evidence of “false teaching” in your church, what would be the first 
thing to do? Take a few moments with the entire group. Perhaps the pastor can lead this part 
of the discussion. 

Wrap Up 
The most severe warning concerning apostasy in the Bible ends with a doxology! (vv. 24-25). Jesus 
deserves the victory and praise for all eternity. In fact, He will make sure we are there with Him. He is 
“able” to keep us from falling away. Hence, we are able to be presented “faultless” before the Lord at 
judgment (cp. 1 Pet. 1:19). Why? Because the Lord Jesus paid our debt on Calvary. God will have no 
charge against us because Jesus took our sins and washed away the guilt.  


