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1. The Setting of Revelation (vv. 1-11) 
John opens the book by tipping his hand about what Revelation is all about. rom the very start, John 
refers to Revelation as prophecy (cp. 22:7, 10, 18-19), and he sees himself as a lowly servant to other 
servants of Jesus Christ. Those who serve the Master and listen to His words know more about the 
Middle East than the leaders of the UN. And, the knowledge God wants us to know concerns those 
things which “must shortly come to pass.”  
In other words, the literal truth of the revealed events is communicated through signs and symbols. 
Confusion takes place in interpreting Revelation at this very juncture. Signs and symbols do not reveal 
truth about other signs and symbols. Instead, signs and symbols reveal literal truths about actual 
events taking place in the space-time future. In addition, it is possible for signs to conceal as well as 
reveal.  
The unbelieving world can never understand the mysteries of God’s eternal Kingdom. However, the 
Bible explains the signs so believers will remain in the light. Not only is Revelation a prophecy, but it is 
a prophecy concerning a particular Person. The Person unsurprisingly is Jesus Christ. Grace and 
peace flow from the Triune God. John describes Him as beyond time, outside time, and indeed over 
time. God is always and ever the same (cp. Heb. 13:8; James 1:17). The “seven spirits” signify His 
perfect power and eternal omnipresence. But the main spotlight is on Jesus. He bursts out in glorious 
praise to the King of his vision. Why? John hurriedly lists three reasons. First, Jesus loved us through 
His death; second Jesus loosed us by His blood, “washing” our sins away on Calvary; Jesus lifted us 
through His resurrection and made us “kings” and “priests” to rule and reign with Him.  
Moving along, we discover the prophecy is not only about the Person of Jesus, but also about the plan 
Jesus unfolds before John’s very eyes. First, Jesus revealed His immediate plan (v. 7). A return trip is 
scheduled and when He comes, He will wrap Himself in clouds as He descends to the earth. Second, 
John gets a vision of His ultimate plan (v. 8). As the all-sufficient One possessing all power and glory, 
His plan is to return to visibly rule over the world He created but sinful men corrupted.  

I recall the story of an elderly janitor patiently waiting in the bleachers of a gymnasium while young 
men finished practicing basketball every weekday afternoon. Invariably he sat there reading his 
Bible. One day the coach asked him what he was reading. The man answered, “The book of 
Revelation.” The coach was surprised by the custodian’s answer and asked him if understood the 
complicated book. “I sure do,” the janitor responded. “Well, what does it mean, then?” the coach 
asked. With a big smile on his face, the custodian blurted out, “It means Jesus is fixin’ to win!” A 
better, one-line commentary on Revelation would be hard to find—“Jesus is fixin’ to win!” The 
Bible begins with God perfectly creating the heavens and the earth and continues with sinful 
humankind definitively ruining what God had made. But all was not lost. God sends His 
Redeemer-Son to save His spoiled creation and ends with God recreating His original paradise 
with glory and splendor. Jesus won it all. Through His virgin birth, sinless life, substitutionary 
death, magnificent resurrection, and soon glorious return, Jesus Christ wins it all! This is the 
message of Revelation.  

.  
 



Finally, John officially records the exact setting of the book he writes. John was banished by the 
emperor to Patmos “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” As a fellow brother 
and participant in “tribulation,” John gained his visions of the future while being persecuted for the 
cause of Christ.  
In addition, John records the very day Christ came to Him through the Holy Spirit—“the Lord’s Day” 
(i.e. Sunday). He was lifted to the realm of blessing and given visions almost too wonderful for words. 
Jesus identified Himself and told John to write what he heard in a book. Afterward, John was to send 
the book to the seven churches in Asia. 

Question: Why does the study of Revelation seem to fascinate people? Do you think we have 
too much focus on Revelation? Explain. 

2. The Subject of Revelation (vv. 12-20) 
John proceeded to unveil the specific subject of his prophetic vision. The One John sees is none other 
than the “Son of man,” a title Jesus frequently used of Himself (cp. Matt. 8:20; 9:6; 10:23; 11:19; 12:8, 
32, 40; 13:41; 16:13). Additionally, Jesus is perceived as in the midst of His churches, a golden truth to 
behold during times of intense persecution. As He walks in their midst, He is both priest and King.  
John goes on to list a seven-fold description of Jesus:  
• “Head and hair” (v. 14a): Symbolize His purity. He has power over sin because sin holds no 

attraction to Him.  
• “Eyes” (v. 14b): His perception is flawless. He sweeps the globe with a glance, and nothing 

escapes His all-seeing eye.  
• “Feet” (v. 15a): His persistence keeps Him walking through the world with His church. Nothing 

stands in His way.  
• “Voice” (v. 15b): His power remains unmatched. His voice cannot be stopped.  
• “Right hand” (v. 16a): His protection is also unmatched. The hands of the carpenter from Galilee 

healed the sick and raised the dead. His hands also bore nails for our sin and He holds the 
church in His palm.  

• “Mouth” (v. 16b): His perfection cannot be surpassed. Nothing stands before God’s Word.  
• “Countenance” (v. 16c): He has no peers. Jesus is completely unequaled in power and in love. 

His face is brighter even than the sun!  
John could not stand in His presence. He fell at His feet as a dead man (v. 17). The presence of Jesus 
was too wonderful. Even so, Jesus laid His hand on John’s shoulder and said one of the most 
comforting phrases we find in all Scripture—“Fear not” (v. 17b). As holy as Christ is, believers may 
come into the presence of the Lord. Why? Because the Lord Himself paved the way for us through His 
death on the cross. In addition, Jesus identified Himself once again. He Whom John described is the 
“first and the last” (v. 17c) and the One Who “was dead” but “alive for evermore” (v. 18). The unfolding 
of the Divine plan for the ages was placed into the hands of the Apostle John to record for the people 
of God. What we have in the book of Revelation constitutes that Divine plan.  

Question: What do you think should be the initial response one will have when seeing the 
Lord? Explain. 

Wrap Up 
We must be clear: Revelation can be complicated to understand. However, we must understand that 
God gave John the Revelation not to hide His truth from us but to reveal His truth to us. Hence if we 
open our hearts and listen, the blessings God promises to those who hear His word will be ours, 
“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein...” (v. 3).  

  


