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1. What John Saw: A Vision of Power (vv. 1-3) 
John opens chapter ten. The angel John saw was a powerful one similar to his vision before. 
Undoubtedly, the Apostle points to the Lord Jesus Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King. He is the key to 
interpreting Revelation. Humanity easily loses sight of Christ. Understandably, Satan does all in his 
power to gloss over the Son of God. The world forgets the centrality of Jesus. One may legitimately 
ask why the Lord appears to John as an angel. One must remember that we are dealing with Israel in 
the Great Tribulation. The church is not on earth but in heaven 
Specifically, John sees the dwelling place of Christ. Christ’s abode is in heaven. All believers will share 
His abode with Him for all eternity. Second, John sees a description of Christ John describes Christ as:  

• “Clothed with a cloud”: This could only describe Deity; garments of a Divine being.   
• “Rainbow upon his head”: The mark of God’s faithfulness is on full display, a symbol of God’s 

covenant with His creation.   
• “Face as the sun”: No doubt exists that this is the Lord Jesus (cp. Matt. 17:2; Acts 26:13); Christ 

outshines the sun.   
• “Feet as pillars of fire”: Feet of majesty which are set for judgment upon the earth.   
• “In his hands a little book”: The whole of creation fits in His palm.  

Finally, John sees the dominion of Jesus. When He sets His feet down, He takes possession of all. No 
sphere exists which is absent from His rule. His voice roars, indicating His Kingly position. The Lion of 
Judah announces His reign. 

Question: Take a few moments and reflect on the reign of Jesus Christ. How would you live 
differently if you knew Christ governed the entire earth? How will His rule be different then from 
now? 
 

Six trumpets have sounded. Before the seventh horn blows, another interlude takes place. It is the 
longest in the book. In Revelation, interludes serve a two-fold purpose. On the one hand, 
interludes offer comfort to God’s people. In this particular case, God’s people are those saved 
during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7). The judgments during the tribulation period are so 
horrendous, that people will simply give up. In fact, that is exactly what happens to unbelievers 
during this time, those who do not have the seal of God upon them. They pray for death but death 
turns away. Yet God offers relief and comfort to His people whom He preserves through the Great 
Tribulation. Hence, His comfort leads to the second purpose of the interludes—to encourage 
God’s people. Even though the world appears in undeniable chaos and anarchy, God remains 
sovereign. He remains in full control. Chapter ten is a chapter of interaction for the Apostle. John 
becomes intensively involved in the vision the Spirit gives him. He participates. While he sees and 
hears in this chapter like in other parts of the Spirit’s vision, he also acts. John takes the book he 
sees in an angel’s hand and eats it as he would a slice of bread (v. 10). The results are stunning 
and offer us a further glimpse into what is to be.  
  

 



2. What John Heard: A Voice of Prohibition (vv. 4-7) 
John moves from what he saw with his eyes to what he heard with his ears. First, he hears about 
concealed events. Oddly, while  the prophetic book is designed to reveal truth to the Apostle, what is 
revealed here, the Spirit requires John to conceal. There are times when God mysteriously desires us 
to remain quiet for purposes known only to Himself. 
Even so, the vision John experienced was not given in vain. If there were things John could not reveal, 
there were things he could reveal. Two specific truths were given to John to record in this vision. First, 
no more delay exists — “time no longer.” Times of delay are actually indicative of His great love for His 
sinful creatures. One day comes when no person can repent and trust Christ. Scripture plainly teaches 
God takes no pleasure in the death of wicked people. 
In fact, love for the sinful world is what sent Jesus to His death ( John 3:16).  
Second, God sometimes remains silent during suffering — “mystery of God should be finished.” Why 
does God allow Satan to have his way with us? While sin and death run freely now, a day comes when 
no sin, sickness, death, disease, unrighteousness, or crime will exist. God’s plan will make all things 
right.  
3. What John Took: A Volume of Prophecy (vv. 8-11) 
John now experiences a new phase in his vision. He becomes an active participant. John’s role-play in 
the vision teaches believers two significant truths about the Word of God.  
First, we are personally responsible to appropriate the Word. The Word is often likened to food in 
Scripture. we are to let the Word of God into our inmost soul. Only as it becomes spiritual food for us 
will our lives make an eternal difference for Jesus Christ.  
In addition, as John chewed the book, it became both bitter and sweet. On the one hand, Scripture 
offers a word of damnation to those who rebel against God.  
On the other hand, however, the Word is a message of deliverance. The same Word which brings 
burdens brings blessings. How sweet to know Christ died for us as sinners. Contrarily, how bitter the 
result if we spurn His love.  
Not only are we responsible to personally appropriate the Word, we also are responsible to publicly 
proclaim the Word. The Word must be publicly proclaimed to others. While it is true pastors are 
responsible to preach the Word of God publicly from the pulpit every Sunday as the church assembles 
together, public preaching is not the only means to proclaim the Word to others. Personal soul-
winning, spiritual counseling, and one-to-one encounters are also necessary in fully and publicly 
proclaiming God’s written Word. All Christians who receive God’s truth remain responsible to pass the 
Word on to others. 

Question: In what ways do you fulfill your responsibility to publicly proclaim God’s Word to 
others? Be prepared to share with the entire group. 

Wrap Up 
When the Gospel is proclaimed a bitter-sweet result always takes place. For those who turn from their 
sin and trust Christ as Lord and Savior, an inexplicable sweetness of soul results. One is forgiven! 
Believers are secured from any wrath poured out during the Great Tribulation. After all, you will not be 
around to experience it! (Rev. 4:1). There is also a bitter aspect to Gospel proclamation. Whenever the 
Gospel is preached, those who understand the message but refuse the mercy God offers, bitterness 
begins to set in their heart. In other words the more the Gospel is understood but rejected, the more 
difficult it becomes to accept. Rejected enough times, the heart becomes calloused to Gospel 
proclamation. Why not believe today? Why not trust Jesus Christ as Lord today?  


