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1. The Temple Praise (vv. 1-2) 
A temple sounds entirely strange to believers today. While some churches may have a name like 
“Temple Baptist Church,” nevertheless to think of a literal temple where sacrifices are slain on an altar 
remains odd. Interestingly, there are several temples mentioned in the Scripture:  

• Solomon’s temple: Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 583 B.C.  
• Zerubbabel’s temple: Destroyed by Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B.C.  
• Herod’s temple: Destroyed by Titus in 70 A.D.  
• New Testament church: Paul refers to the church as the temple of God (Eph. 2:21).  
• Believer’s body: Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19).  

Added to the temples above, Scripture speaks of another temple—the Millennium Temple. We must 
keep in mind two important truths. First, the language of Revelation beginning at chapter four, verse 
two is exclusively Jewish. Second, all of the events to which John references are future events.   
Therefore, we remain confident John is speaking about a Jewish temple during the millennial reign. 
Observe how John offers us three identifying marks of the temple during the millennium. First, a city is 
revealed, and it can be none other than Jerusalem, the “holy city”. The Jews will return to their “holy 
city” and rebuild it.  
Second, a chronology is involved. For 42 months or three and a half years, the temple praise and 
worship will continue. During the Great Tribulation when God’s wrath is spilled out upon the earth, 
Jewish believers will offer worship and praise from the temple in Jerusalem.  
Third, there is a chastisement involved. The reed which measures like a rod is a symbol of judgment. 
All the measurements will demonstrate a temple which is a total repudiation of Jesus and the cross. 
Antichrist made a treaty with the Jews to build the temple and begin worship. But after three and a half 
years, Antichrist breaks the covenant with them, placing a personal throne in the temple and 
demanding they worship him. God will then use the Gentiles as an instrument of His chastisement. His 
rod of correction falls upon the Jews.  

Question: Take a moment and ponder the future events which John records as taking place. 
Does the fact that the events are future make you immune to your responsibility to live faithfully 
now? Explain. 

 

 

Chapter 11 constitutes an interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets. When the trumpet 
finally sounds (v. 15), judgment falls. Preceding judgment, we find worship in the temple, the 
proclamation of two witnesses, and a terrible woe pronounced. And, though there exist various 
views on the contents of the vision John had in this chapter, one truth stands out clearly: John 
unveils the Lord Jesus in this interlude. We can afford to miss some of the details John reveals. 
However, if we miss Jesus, we have missed John’s revelation!  

 



2. The Two Preachers (vv. 3-14) 
Next, John records the mysterious two witnesses God sends. Out of nowhere, two witnesses appear. 
Note their ministry John portrays.  
First, John describes the inauguration of their ministry. No reason exists to believe the two witnesses 
are not real men. They prophetically preach a message which solicits hate and persecution from the 
earth-dwellers. They wear “sackcloth” indicative of sorrow and mourning. As “olive trees” and 
“lampstands” the two witness to God’s power and light from the Holy Spirit. Law and prophecy are wed 
together in their message which is inevitably fulfilled perfectly in Jesus.  
Second, John describes the completion of their ministry. Killed by the beast, their bodies lay in the 
street for three days. Indeed, their death and subsequent shame of decimated bodies will become a 
world- wide spectacle. While the Great Tribulation will be an era of untold horrors, people experience 
joy and exchange gifts over the twisted death of God’s two servants.  
Third, John describes the vindication of their ministry. The world-wide celebration was much too hasty. 
As the crowds watched in sheer amazement, the deteriorating bodies of God’s two witnesses began to 
change from the color of death to the color of life. Understand: this is not the rapture. Rather this is a 
re-enactment of the rapture. An unbelieving world will be reminded of what they have missed.  
Even more, upon their ascension, judgment again is decreed from heaven. An earthquake rocked the 
globe, bearing more than 7,000 casualties while a substantial portion of the city (“one tenth”) lay in 
utter ruin. Whenever God’s people experience suffering, we must always keep in mind His Divine 
purpose behind it all. Hence, suffering will either make one bitter, or make one better. 
3. The Triumphant Plan (vv. 15-18) 
The seventh trumpet sounds and the completion of mystery is near. First, John voices the 
announcement of the reign of Christ. The kingdom of this world is about to close. When the trumpet 
sounds, Satan’s rule collapses. John reveals King Jesus ruling the world with perfect justice, 
righteousness, and holiness.  
Next, John hears the adoration of the redeemed of Christ. The saints of God in heaven fall upon their 
faces, worshiping the Almighty. They also acknowledge the just judgment God gives to rebellious 
humanity. Christ is here! Christ rules!  
Also, the worshippers spoke about the nations’ anger simultaneously with heaven’s humble praise. 
God’s “wrath is come” upon them, however. Even so, death is not the end since the dead will be 
judged. All those who are not found in the Lamb’s Book of life will be cast into the lake of fire forever. 
On the other hand, He will give rewards to His faithful servants, the prophets and the saints. 

Question: Take a few moments and reflect upon what it may be like when Jesus rules the 
world. What do you think will change? Is there anything you think would remain the same? 
Explain. 

Wrap Up 
Revelation 11 brings us to the brink of eternity. Time as we know it shall be no more when the seventh 
trumpet sounds. Will you be ready? Would you be ready were you to stand before God this very 
moment? The Bible teaches consistently there exists only one way to be ready to meet Jesus Christ—
by turning from sin and placing faith solely in Jesus Christ. Nothing else can make a person right with 
God. Why not turn Jesus Christ before it is eternally too late?  


