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1. The Symbolism of Israel (vv. 1-2) 
The closing of the last chapter serves as the drum roll for this scene in heaven. Following on the heels of voices 
with lightning, thunder, hail, and even an earthquake comes John’s vision of a woman clothed in brilliant 
garments.  
The most natural interpretation is, the woman dressed in dazzling array symbolizes the nation of Israel. Two 
reasons make this interpretation plausible. First, the glory of the woman points to Israel. Israel is symbolically 
viewed as Jehovah’s wife. On the other hand, in the New Testament, the church is viewed as the bride of Christ. 
The glory of the woman—the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people—is the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Second, the misery of the woman points to Israel. It is not too much to suggest that Israel stands as the most 
persecuted nation in the history of civilization. Hated by her geographical neighbors, Israel remains the envy of 
the Middle-East, and her successes spawn new persecutions every generation.  

Question: What first comes to mind when you read John’s vision of the woman clothed with the sun? 
Explain. 

2. The Sorrow of Israel (vv. 3-4) 
The misery of the woman naturally leads to her sorrow. In these verses, John reveals both the source of her 
sorrow as well as the course of her sorrow.  John cites the “red dragon” which drew a “third part” of the heavenly 
“stars” to its side as it was cast down to the earth. John is referring to none other than the devil himself (cp. v. 
9). Genesis tells us of the devil’s entrance into the world (Gen. 3), and Revelation reveals his ultimate expulsion 
from the world! 
While the source of Israel’s sorrow is Satan, the course of Israel’s sorrow is slaughter. He plans on destroying 
the man Child. History records the non-stop action of the devil’s war against Israel and Christ. The church can 
never negotiate with demonic forces. Satan’s purpose centers on destroying God’s armies of witnesses until 
Jesus returns to rule on the earth. The Gospel remains the exclusive hope for a rebellious world.  

3. The Seed of Israel (v. 5)  
John reveals the woman’s child, No other description fits the identity of the Child; the man-Child is Jesus Christ. 
His coming down was to “rule all nations.” God’s purpose cannot succeed unless Messiah rules the earth. In 
short, Christ will serve as Shepherd-King over all nations and kingdoms. Demons, disease, and death will flee 
as the King moves through the earth. At the cross, the devil thought he had defeated Christ. However, it was the 
cross which was the very victory point for God’s Messiah-King!  

Throughout the Bible, Israel is referred to as God’s chosen people. Being God’s chosen does not mean 
being better than others. Instead, it means only that Israel has God’s call upon them. Hence, they possess 
a greater responsibility in this world as well as to this world. Indeed, God chose Israel because He loved 
Israel not because of their intrinsic worth (cp. Deut. 7:6–11). The fact is, God called Israel to bring blessing 
to the entire globe (Gen. 12:1-3). And because of Israel, we possess true knowledge of the true God as 
written in the Bible, the Word of God. But most of all, we have the Savior, Jesus Christ. For that reason 
alone, no Christian should be guilty of anti-Semitism in thought, word, or deed. As we consider chapter 12, 
we find John’s vision unfolding eternal truths concerning God’s chosen people, Israel. Though veiled in 
stark imagery, it remains certain the Apostle placed on full display the future destiny of Israel toward the 
end of the Great Tribulation.  

  
 



In addition, the woman’s child was caught up to God and to His throne. Jesus invaded death at Calvary and 
removed its sting. Ascending to heaven after His resurrection, Jesus proved Satan had utterly failed. Every 
moment Jesus holds off coming must be viewed as mercy from a loving God. When the trumpet sounds, Christ 
will return in glory and honor. Unfortunately for those who rebel against Christ’s love now will then face the 
Lamb’s wrath. 

Question: Consider the rule of Jesus during the millennial reign and explain how nations will respond that 
have not traditionally been “Christian”. Think carefully about this question as you answer.  

4. The Safety of Israel (v. 6) 
God promises to protect His people. He never leaves nor forsakes. Between verses five and six, there remains 
a time-gap (so far, over 2,000 years in duration). Verse six takes place at the latter portion of the Great 
Tribulation and shows God’s careful protection of His people, Israel. Israel will be forced to flee into the 
wilderness covering where God has prepared a place of refuge. Where this place is has provoked considerable 
debate among scholars. Perhaps the best answer lies in the ancient ruins of Petra.  
Hence, God protects His people. And, with His protection comes His provision. God gives Israel adequate 
sustenance during her refuge. Satan will order a scouring of the earth to find and destroy the chosen people. 
However, God relentlessly guards the apple of His eye (cp. Ps. 17:8).  

5. The Suffering of Israel (vv. 7-17)  
As God guards His people on earth, things appear almost peaceful at times. However, John makes it clear no 
such luxury exists in the spiritual realm. An intense war rages. Heaven itself is besieged. Heaven is the last 
place we expect war to commence. We must allow, however, Scripture to speak for itself always separating 
what we think from what God specifically says.  
The fact is, Satan is not presently in hell (though he is certainly headed there!). Satan actually has access to 
heaven; and, according to Job (chapter 1), he may visit the presence of God. In the scene John describes, the 
devil and his imps march on heaven creating a cosmic spiritual conflict.  
First, John describes the dragon’s defeat in heaven.  Michael the archangel was God’s champion. 
Consequently, the passage describes the devil’s doom. The chief means Satan has at his disposal to attack the 
people of God is blasphemous accusation. He is the “accuser of the brethren”. Even so, believers possess a 
Divine defense attorney who argues their case as the Advocate before the Divine Tribunal.  
As we mentioned earlier, Satan will lose the conflict. John then offers the simple strategy believers through the 
ages employ to overcome Satan’s attacks. In this verse is a three-fold defense plan against the devil’s spiritual 
assaults. First, the Christian’s covering is nothing less than Christ’s blood spilled for his or her sin. Second, the 
Christian’s confession is the Word of God. Recall our Lord’s successful defense against the devil’s temptations 
in the desert was largely due to His use of God’s Word. Third, the Christian’s courage is indicated by loving 
Jesus more than life. Martyrs do not long for death. Instead, God’s martyrs simply love Jesus more than life. 
They had rather die being obedient to Him than live being disobedient toward Him.  
Second, John describes the dragon’s desperation on earth. Satan’s defeat in heaven led to his desperation as 
he is cast down to the earth. The devil’s anger rages as he knows his time is short. Therefore, Satan pulls the 
stops and expends himself in a frenzied obsession against Israel, God’s people. It will be his final attempt to 
destroy them forever. Jewish suffering will never have risen to such heights.  
Consequently, Satan unloads his devious resources against the chosen people. God will not allow Israel to 
suffer beyond His will nor does He allow Satan’s plan to succeed. Nature itself receives heavenly orders to 
assist. In addition, God raises up Gentiles to shield His people from certain destruction. Once the devil 
perceives Israel’s hedge of protection God constructs, he changes course and pounds the 144,000 witnesses 
who have come to Christ. Yet Israel’s deliverance is on its way!   
Wrap Up 
Satan never sleeps nor does he tire in his repeated assaults against God’s people. Christians who think spiritual 
warfare is a good subject to discuss but does not affect their lives every day may be blind to spiritual defeat. We 
must always be ready. Good soldiers of Jesus Christ know Satan roams our planet seeking whom he may 
devour (1 Pet. 5:8).  

  


