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1. Ephesus—The Loveless Church (vv. 1-7) 
Ephesus was one of the great cities of the ancient world. Luke writes extensively of the church at Ephesus (Acts 
18-20). Accordingly, the church was unusually blessed, possessing some of the great leaders found on the 
pages of the New Testament. Thirty years after the church began, they received a personal message from the 
Lord Jesus Himself. Unfortunately, the Holy Spirit’s flame which once burned brightly in Ephesus now was but a 
faint ember, barely lit. The One Who holds the “seven stars in his right hand” and “walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks” is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. And, the message He gives to the church 
has both positive and negative aspects to it.  
First, Christ speaks a word of commendation. The church is not a comfortable club for pious saints. Instead, it is 
a hospital for sick sinners. Labor and sacrifice are normal and routine. And, the Ephesians had a knack for 
persistence. They simply would not quit. Hence, Christ also commends them for their discipline. Finally, Jesus 
commended them for their determination— “hast not fainted.” In many respects, the Ephesians would be a great 
conservative, Bible-teaching church to join.  
Second, Christ speaks a word of correction. John writes, “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love” (v. 4). Christ looks beneath the surface and finds some unacceptable behavior and 
belief in the Ephesian congregation. Their once highly effective flame had become an almost non-existent 
ember. They had left their first love. And, just what was their first love which was strangely and tragically missing 
from their church? First love is original love. Jesus predicted the demise of original love (Matt. 24:12).  Love is 
an emotion. Hence, it can and does “wax cold” if not nurtured. Moreover, first love is motivational love. First love 
happily works for the Lord Jesus, serving Him with one’s entire heart (1 Thess. 1:3).  
Third, Christ speaks a word of counsel. Jesus gives instructions to the Ephesians which is summed up in three 
words—remember, repent, repeat. The first step forward is to take a step back (cp. Luke 15:17). The Ephesians 
were to remember from whence they had fallen. Once they recalled their sinful condition, conviction of sin would 
follow which would spawn repentance. Finally, Jesus counseled them to begin to do what they had long ago 
learned to do for the Lord Jesus.  

Question: Do you feel the same passion you had for the Lord Jesus when you were first saved? 
Explain. 

 

We suggested in the Introduction that John’s inspired outline of Revelation could be found in chapter one, 
verse 19. If we are correct, then chapters two and three deal with “the things which are.” And, while there 
were certainly other churches in Asia Minor which could have been the recipients of Jesus’ seven letters, 
He chose these specific churches to represent what He intended the church to hear. In fact, it is not too 
much to suggest that these particular churches well illustrate the spiritual conditions possible of all 
churches until He returns. The letters to the seven churches make up chapters two and three in John’s 
Revelation. We will continue this study next week in Part II. As we begin, we note three primary ways to 
interpret the Lord’s letters to the churches. First, we may view them prophetically. In other words, John is 
offering a panoramic view of the church age which begins with the Apostles and ends with a great 
apostasy. What John saw as prophecy we see as history. Second, we may view the letters personally. 
Each message to the church is a message for every believer to consider. And, finally, we may view the 
letters practically. That is, the letters are messages to actual churches. In one sense, there is good reason 
to accept a measure of truth in each of the views above. However, as we made clear in the Introduction, 
we are convinced Revelation overall is Biblical prophecy.  

 



2. Smyrna—The Longsuffering Church (vv. 8-11) 
Little is known about the church at Smyrna. In fact, we have no other sources in canonical literature which give 
us any hint about who started the church or the leaders involved. Like Ephesus, Smyrna was a popular trading 
center, and myrrh was its chief product. During this period, there grew intense persecution from Rome. Hence, 
the church desperately needed encouragement. Jesus sends His message.  
Jesus offers the church solace (vv. 8-9a). Hence, Jesus’ perception of their persecution is accurate. “I know” 
says the Lord. The poverty of physical needs pressured the church. Even so they were rich in grace and 
heavenly favor.  
Jesus also sees the church suffering. He knows its misery and speaks of the fire they will go through. While it is 
natural to shrink back from it, Jesus will never leave them to go through the heat alone. In addition to knowing 
its misery, He knows suffering is fundamentally mysterious. The church will be subject to Satan who will “cast 
into prison” those who follow the Lamb. Nevertheless, the trial they face remains a time of growth and 
development for the body of Christ. Finally, Jesus promises the church success (v. 10b). He counsels them to 
remain “faithful” and receive a “crown of life.” A glorious coronation awaits believers who keep faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

3. Pergamos—The Lax Church (vv. 12-17) 
Pergamos was the capital of Mysia in the northwest portion of Asia Minor. Political and pagan religious powers 
joined forces there to create an intellectual elitist culture. The church’s testimony was difficult to maintain since 
they lived and ministered “even where Satan’s seat is.” No more dangerous place existed in the ancient world 
for Christians to live than Pergamos. And the Christians at Pergamos appeared to have the worst of conditions.  
True to the faith, they refused to deny the Lord.  
However, they were far from perfect. The Christians at Pergamos were making a difference in their community. 
But they became slack in allowing some to join them who were corrupt in belief, and consequently it began to 
affect their behavior. Two specific groups are mentioned—those following Balaam, and those following Nicolas. 
While their failure was tragic, the Lord promised them triumph. They would feast on God’s diet just as Israel had 
done. In addition, when a person went to trial in the ancient courts, a white stone was given if he or she was 
acquitted. Victory and triumph were assured!  We belong to the Lord because God has given us a new name 
when we trusted in Christ—not guilty!   

Question: God wants to both commend us and correct us. Do you have a time when you go before 
the Lord and allow Him to search your heart? 

4. Thyatira—The Liberal Church (vv. 18-29) 
The longest letter Jesus wrote to the seven churches was written to Thyatira. It is also the least known church. 
Religiously it was similar to the other seven cities perhaps having more than its share of fortune tellers. Some 
have thought the church may have been founded by a woman (cp. Acts 16:14-15). If so, the irony is striking for 
the church was, according to the Lord, threatened by a woman.  
Even so, Jesus had some delight to share with the church mostly because it was a busy, active thriving church, a 
church passionately involved in ministry. Not all was as pleasing as first we see, however. Jesus looks beneath 
the veneer. He sees what the naked eye cannot see. The church’s tacit patience toward others had deteriorated 
into raw tolerance for sin. Somewhere along the line, they shifted from being compassionate toward those who 
did not share their Christian values to compromising a Biblical understanding of Christian godliness. If we are not 
careful, we will end as did Thyatira and slip over into compromising our Biblical convictions.  
The result of such compromise holds no sympathy from the Lord. He stands ready to judge those who “commit 
adultery with her” by thrusting tribulation their way not to mention issuing the final solution for disobedience—
death. For the ones who overcome, however, there is life (vv. 24-29). They will enter God’s “rest.”  
Wrap Up 
Jesus sends a two-edged message to the church. On the one hand, He stands ready to commend her for the 
sacrifice and service she performs. He walks with her and sustains her in the hour of need. Nevertheless, He 
also means to offer correction where correction is needed. While no church is a perfect church on this earth, 
Christ offers His Spirit to guide, instruct, and empower His people to live pleasingly until He returns to rapture 
them to glory. 


