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1. The Rapture of the Church (v. 1) 

The first three chapters of Revelation dealt with two particular themes. First, John introduced his book 
as chiefly a prophecy. Second, John recorded letters to seven churches which were scattered 
throughout Asia Minor. Beginning in chapter four, there is a marked difference in his themes, however. 
What takes place from chapter four, verse one and forward is yet to be fulfilled. Before we look at the 
verse particularly, we must keep in mind the significance of verse one. From John’s standpoint, if we 
get off track on this verse, the rest of his prophecy will be skewed. It remains that important for John.  
So far as its significance goes, it is a transitional verse. Referring back to chapter one, John parsed his 
prophecy into periods. In other words, John is cueing the reader to take notice of the transition 
obviously taking place. John is speaking of an event taking place after the church age. Coupling this 
truth with the fact that the church disappears from consideration in Revelation until chapter 22:16, we 
conclude John is referring to the rapture of God’s church! Chapters 4-5 take place in heaven, and 
chapters 6-18 take place on earth. In addition, verse four is a typical verse. John was called up to 
heaven. However, John was “typical” of the church. In other words, John represented the church. This 
is the believer’s blessed hope. The return of our Lord Jesus Christ. Not only is this verse significant, it 
is also symbolic. In Scripture, a door is at times symbolic of an opportunity (3:8) or even a human 
heart (3:20). Here, however, the door represents heaven. One day heaven will be a reality for every 
child of God. Faith places us on the launching pad, and the rapture sends us into orbit!  
Another symbol John reveals is sound—“I heard...trumpet”. Trumpets were blown in the ancient world 
either for assembling the community or for breaking camp. The Apostle who represents the whole 
church of Jesus Christ hears His Master call for her to ascend to the heavens to meet Him and forever 
be with Him.  
Finally, John’s vision not only is significant and symbolic, it is also sweet. No voice will ever be so 
desired as the voice of the Lord saying to His church, “come up here.” While the earth will experience 
dreadful horrors (2:22; 3:10; chapters 6-18), God’s people who are raptured will escape God’s wrath 
poured out upon the earth. In addition to being an escape, our rapture will also be an entrance.  We 
finally enter into our eternal, blessed rest with Him.  

Question: Why is verse one so significant for interpreting Revelation? Explain. 

Have you ever heard of the strange event in 1898 about the mysterious disappearance of a 
refrigerator car from the center of a long freight train during a nonstop trip in Pennsylvania? It was 
not until three weeks later a farmer discovered the car concealed by trees at the foot of an 
embankment. No one could fathom what happened to the car. They supposed that upon rounding 
a sharp, steep curve, the car had become uncoupled at both ends. Once it derailed and went into 
the wooded area, the other cars in the rear section of the train sped up and the front section was 
oddly reconnected to the rear section. One day, millions of people all over the earth will strangely 
disappear. World leaders will propose all different types of theories concerning the missing the 
people. No theory will be sufficient, however. The Lord will have come for His church. He will have 
finally said, “Come up here!” (v. 1). Today’s study carries us through chapter four and the rapture 
of God’s church.  
  

 



2. The Rule of Christ (vv. 2-11) 
John was “caught up” and “hereafter” all things point to the future of planet earth with the church of 
Jesus Christ gone. Hence, now that John is in heaven but still “in the spirit,” he describes his vision.  
First, he describes the Sovereign on the throne. God’s throne implies His stability. The throne was 
“set” in heaven. God’s governmental rule reigns from heaven. In addition, “set” indicates His throne is 
permanent and can never be abdicated. Next, His throne implies His solidity. In other words, God’s 
glory is unsurpassed. Finally, God’s throne implies the serenity of God. John saw a rainbow around the 
throne of God symbolizing God’s covenantal nature with mankind and indicates His complete control 
over all types of storms.  
Second, he describes the saints about the throne. The saints are symbolized by the 24 elders who, 
according to John later, are the redeemed people of God (cp. 21:12-24). The saints will reign with 
Christ forever and ever since they have already been resurrected. They were clothed in perfect 
righteousness. Indeed, their clothing was given to them by Christ showing they were redeemed from 
the practice and presence of sin. The judgment seat of Christ has already taken place and believers 
are given their rewards.  
Third, John describes the sequels proceeding from the throne. First, John describes the punishment 
proceeding from God’s throne. There were “lightnings” and “voices” coming from God’s seat of 
judgment. The world of men will experience the wrath of the Almighty poured out in full measure. Even 
so, at the center of God’s throne there is calm and still indicated by the “sea of glass.” God’s 
judgments are final and irreversible.  
Next, John describes praise coming from the throne. Praise is offered to God as Creator. John is 
painting a prophetic picture of creation since the number “4” is the number of the world. Four beasts 
are mentioned:  

• Lion: wild and untamed representing the animal kingdom   

• Calf: domesticated animal life   

• Man: intelligent life made in God’s image   

• Eagle: fowl kingdom  
All kingdoms in creation were made to fall before the throne and worship God (cp. Psalm 150). All fall 
and offer praise to the One Who is undeniably holy.  Upon creation offering praise, a response is 
offered from the 24 elders. The church cannot keep quiet. Praise overflows to the One Who sits on the 
eternal throne, praise which is offered exclusively “for thy pleasure.” God had a specific purpose in 
creating us—fellowship with Him. Consequently, the saints of God pitch their crowns at the feet of 
Jesus. Only He is worthy!  

Question: Take a few minutes and ponder heaven. What do you think will take up most of your 
time in heaven? Be specific and explain. 

Wrap Up 
John’s magnificent vision can only inspire and encourage the people of God. What Jesus promises 
comes to pass—in His Father’s house are many mansions (John 14:1-3). One day all pain, suffering, 
sin and death will vanish into the past. What a Savior we serve!  


