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1. The Jews Who Are Sealed (vv. 1-8) 
From the beginning of chapter six, we have observed the opened seals, seals of God’s judgments. Six 
seals are opened. John now describes the seventh and final seal.  The truth is, the seventh seal is not 
opened in this chapter, but in chapter eight. Chapter seven is an interlude, so to speak, a pause in the 
action. John records a lull in the storm indicating God doing something very special and precious on 
the earth.  
From the beginning of chapter six, we have observed the opened seals, seals of God’s judgments. 
The Lamb took the sealed book from the hands of the Father and opened the seals one by one. Six 
seals are opened. John now describes the seventh and final seal,  
Look, first, at how God protects the 144,000 in a two-fold manner. They are protected by God by 
earthly restraints— “four angels...holding the four winds.” Angels are “ministering spirits” of God sent 
forth to minister to those who are the heirs of salvation. And, in the four corners of the earth angels are 
restraining the four winds, symbolic of the judgment and providence of God. In addition, they are also 
protected by heavenly resources—“another angel...having the seal of the living God.”  
Second, note how God preserves the 144,000. John describes the instructions God gave the angels. 
The “seal of the living God” does more than mark ownership; rather the seal means one belongs to the 
Lord and therefore is preserved by the Lord. Whoever this group of individuals may be (we have yet to 
identify them), why are they sealed in their foreheads? Though we will not get to the Antichrist until 
chapter 13, the sealing is to protect and preserve them from a sinister personality who is going to 
dominate on the earth during the great tribulation. So during the great tribulation there will be a group 
of individuals who are preserved and protected by God. Satan himself can do nothing about it.  
Finally, observe how God presents the 144,000. The plot thickens while our interest heightens. One 
wonders who these 144,000 are. The Apostle John has the only right answer. He “heard the number of 
them which were sealed.” Hence, the 144,000 about whom John speaks are children of Israel—Jews 
and “servants” (v. 3)— Divinely protected of God for a special purpose and a special reason. In the 
great tribulation time God will seal a group of Jewish individual who receive Christ as their Messiah. 
Evidently these will be converted as a result of the preaching of the two witnesses, recorded later in 
Revelation 11. Consequently, they will receive a special assignment from the Lord, and their 
assignment as converted Jews will be to go unto the ends of the earth and preach the Gospel of the 
kingdom in all of the ages.  

 

Walter Price once indicated the world has yet in store its greatest spiritual revival. Vast multitudes 
beyond comprehension will be saved. This is a phase of the tribulation period that has been little 
noted. Such emphasis has been put upon the horror of the tribulation. And, while the horror of the 
tribulation is real, we have lost sight of the fact that it will also be a time of unprecedented revival. 
Our Lord said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14). God’s army of 144,000 Jewish 
evangelists will light a flame for Christ the world has never experienced. 

 



2. The Gentiles Who Are Saved (vv. 9-17) 
Why does God favor the 144,000? What role does He plan for them that He did not plan for the 
church? John explains in further detail how a multitude no man can number will be won to Jesus Christ 
by His special witnesses (i.e. 144,000). Though we are commissioned to take the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth, the task will not be completed until this great ingathering during the Great Tribulation. In 
this section, John describes the Gentiles who are saved.  
First, John offers a detailed description of those won by the 144,000. The number cannot be calculated 
in human terms. One thinks Pentecost was powerful with 3,000 souls saved as the result of a single 
sermon. However, the comparison is simply illegitimate. Mathematics offers no hope in gauging the 
number who come to Christ. In addition, John describes their nationality as diverse as the global 
population. Finally, their apparel is marked by “white robes” drenched in blood obviously symbolizing 
the victory Jesus won for them at Calvary.  
Second, John explains the deliverance for those won by the 144,000. The great tribulation is that 
period of time on the earth after the church has been raptured into the sky, the Antichrist is revealed on 
the earth, and those who have never had an opportunity to be saved shall hear the witness of the 
144,000 and a great multitude of them will receive Christ during this period of time. They will pay for 
their salvation testimony with their own blood. But God, who is just, delivers them out of great 
tribulation. We are going to be delivered from great tribulation. Recall the three Hebrew children as 
they stood before king Nebuchadnezzar. Their reply to the king’s challenge from the fire was “Our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from thy hand, from the fiery furnace, but He will deliver us out of 
thy hand, O king” (Dan. 3:17). Hence, if a person is born again, one is not going through the great 
tribulation. Instead, believers will be delivered from the great tribulation. Jesus could come any 
moment. Our responsibility is to always be ready.  
Third, John explains the destiny for those won by the 144,000. Scripture reveals the destiny of this 
great multitude, and they are destined for future usefulness. One valuable prospect is their temple 
service to serve Him day and night in His temple. Note also John’s vision of future blessedness.  In 
short, it means that He will spread His tabernacle over them, another indicator of the protection the 
Lord provides.  
What is more, God’s marvelous guidance will not fail—“For the Lamb...shall feed them, and lead them 
unto the living fountains of waters.” In other words, this great Lamb of God is going to be our 
Shepherd. Jesus will personally lead us and feed us, carrying us to the fountains of living waters.  
Finally, observe God wiping away all tears out of our eyes. Well the greatest news for those who 
grieve is, one of these days believers are going to a place where there will be nothing ever to cause 
any more tears. No more funeral wreaths, or sad goodbyes before open graves. No more 
heartaches— none! God is going to wipe away all those tears.   
Wrap Up 
Though Revelation has some frightening moments, chapter seven contains one of the most 
encouraging passages in all of God’s Word. Believers may assuredly anticipate a glorious future when 
all grief, sadness, heartache, and pain will vanish away. God will fix the mess we have made, and 
recreate a glorious new heaven and earth where no unrighteousness dwells. Every believer should 
long for the day when Jesus returns!   

  


