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1. The Setting of Revelation (vv. 1-11) 
As the chapter unfolds, little doubt remains concerning the identity of the falling star. The falling star is 
the devil himself. The “star” indicates a famous figure. An intelligent, living being is what John has in 
mind. John used the perfect tense in the Greek indicative of a past action. In other words, the devil had 
already fallen. In addition, the devil was a fearful figure. He was given the key to the bottomless pit. 
Presumably, Jesus gave the key to Satan, and with the key, Satan was also given some latitude to 
work his monstrous deeds on people of the earth. More significantly, during the Great Tribulation, 
Satan’s leash will be mysteriously lengthened allowing him to unbelievably persecute and torment 
people living during that time.  
John not only reveals the devil as the falling star, he also reveals the dungeon which is indicative of the 
door between earth and hell. What is the abyss about which John speaks? The abyss is a deep place. 
According to John, it has no bottom. The abyss is an unfathomable place. Next, John speaks of the 
abyss as a dark place. When the door flew open, “smoke” arose from its bottom (yet it has no bottom!) 
A dark cloud ascended. The smoke of hell itself fills the earth. Finally, the dungeon is a demonic place, 
a place packed with spiritual beings fallen from heaven’s throne. Chained and locked up presently, 
during the Great Tribulation, these condemned fallen angels will be let loose to ravage the planet 
earth. No thinking person could desire living during this time period on earth.  
John continues his vision revealing the demons and their character. According to John, locusts start 
covering the earth. The destruction is unbelievable. Nothing could stop them. Their assignment was to 
focus on hurting humans, not their normal destructive tendencies. Are we to count the locusts literally? 
No, because locusts can only survive on vegetation, not on the flesh of men. Instead, these locusts are 
none other than the fallen demons of the abyss invading the earth at the command of their general, 
Lucifer.  
The chief characteristic of these swarming demons is the torment they inflict on people of the earth. 
The truth is, men will desire death rather than life. But demonic torment will become so severe, men 
would rather die than live. The problem is, death will flee from men. Other characteristics of the 
swarming army of demons include (vv. 7-11):  

• Invasive: They declare war on humans (v.7a).   
• Assertive: Golden crowns depict their invincibility (v. 7b).   
• Perceptive: Having the faces of men reveals their intelligence (v. 7c).   
• Attractive: Long, flowing hair like women depicting their seductive abilities; they also have 

artisan skills in the occult (v. 8a).   

Shakespeare wrote in The Merchant of Venice, “The devil can cite Scripture for his own purpose.” 
John unveils both the devil’s person and the devil’s plan in chapter nine. He exposes Lucifer for 
who he is—a God-hater, man-killer bent on the destruction of planet earth. Why does John 
forewarn us about what is to take place? Only one reason—to plead with those who do not know 
Jesus Christ as Savior to turn to Him before it is eternally too late. Hence, Revelation nine is really 
John’s invitation to come to Christ!   

 



• Infective: They possess the teeth of lions and can inflict fatal wounds (v. 8b).   
• Insensitive: Wearing breastplates of iron makes them callous toward suffering (v. 9a).   
• Oppressive: Their wings make them swift as chariots displaying the inability to escape them (v. 

9b).   
• Tormentive: Their tails sting with deadly poison (v. 10a).   
• Destructive: Their King is the King of Destruction; hence, they possess a well-oiled fighting 

machine; they unite as one for their demonic monarch (v. 11).  
Question: Take a few moments and meditate on the dreadful darkness which befalls the 
people of the earth during this time. Do you have loved ones whom you believe to be unsaved? 
How will they cope? Pray God to give you the words to say to them so they will turn to Christ 
before it is too late. 

2. The Subject of Revelation (vv. 12-20) 
Unfortunately, only one woe is past with two more scheduled to arrive (v. 12). John now hears a voice 
calling to the sixth angel who stands at the golden altar of incense. When rebellious men and women 
refuse grace, only a fiery judgment remains. John describes the coming judgment with three horrifying 
pictures.  The first picture is fallen angels. He sees their definite place—“bound in the great river 
Euphrates.” The first sin, first murder, and first apostasy took place on the banks of this river. Bearing 
the ancient Babylonian civilization, the Euphrates was the fountain of idolatry and demon worship.  
In addition to seeing their definite place, John heard the definite period of their mission—“an hour, and 
a day, and a month, and a year.” God plans a specific time for judgment the demons will bring. When 
iniquity is full, the demons will be freed. At the exact moment on God’s calendar, judgment descends.  
Revealed to John is also their definite purpose—“to slay the third part of men.” Similar to the demonic 
forces which assisted Babylon and Persia to crush ancient empires, the destructive powers the loosed 
demons wield will kill a full third of humankind.  
The second picture John sees is a fearful army. The number of horsemen equaled 200 million, an 
army whose number was greater than the population of the entire planet at that time. An army of that 
magnitude would stand a mile wide and 87 miles long! Demon- inspired militia will scour the earth 
leaving nothing but destruction behind. And, another third of humankind will lie in the dust. Their path 
will literally be a graveyard covering much of the earth.  
John sees a third picture. It is a fatal attitude. The mental, emotional state of people in the Great 
Tribulation remains difficult to fathom. Yet John gets an X-ray of people’s hearts during that horrid 
time. And what he sees possesses no beauty nor does it display hope. He first gets a glimpse of their 
spiritual life. Men and women will turn to demons to worship. Millions will turn to them for entertainment 
and even sustenance.  
John also saw their moral life. Four prominent sins stood out. First, murderers ran rampant. Next, drug 
addiction will be all but universal. Third, what is today considered “pornography” will no longer exist. 
Why? Sexuality will become so deviant and twisted, there will exist no such thing as sexual crimes. 
Finally, just as all respect for human life will have vanished, so will respect for human property. 
Stealing will be normalized the world over.  
Wrap Up 
What is our response to the horrors of judgment facing humanity during the Great Tribulation? We see 
from John’s vision, punishment itself does not necessarily lead one to repentance. If it did, surely the 
world would have turned to God during the Great Tribulation. They did not. Rather they turned to 
demons and worshipped them. The sun’s presence does melt ice. It also hardens clay. To those who 
refuse now to bow to the Lord Jesus and turn to Him for salvation, a great warning remains. One 
cannot hope for grace tomorrow. Grace is promised only today. God will accept anyone who repents 
from their sin and trusts Christ—today. Tomorrow, however, hardness of heart awaits.  


