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Burning Hearts End Time Intensive

Session 2: Faithful Until He Comes

I.
Answering the Unique Pressures at the End of the Age:

The unique pressures at the end of the age, especially those that will befall those in places of leadership will create a particularly difficult context to stay faithful to the Lord.  This theme is given a significant amount of attention and one thing that the scripture repeatedly makes clear is that it’s not how we begin the race that matters but how we finish it.  As believers and followers of Jesus I believe that we have three basic mandates; to love Him from our heart, to serve Him with our lives and to obey Him in all we do.  At the end of the age every believer will be faced with three related questions and be judged accordingly; Did you cultivate love for me?  Did you serve my Kingdom purposes?  Did you obey my teachings and my instruction?  In this series we will look at what God is wanting for and from us as answers to each of these questions as found in three parables that Jesus told in Matthew chapters 24 and 25.  

A. Three End Time Parables About Faithfulness: 

The issue of faithfulness will be top priority for the Church that faces the trials of the last generation.  Circumstances will press against every believer in that hour creating a real test for the Church; each person will have to navigate through and endure significant difficulties in order to come out faithful on the other end.  This is such a serious issue for the Church that Jesus told three parables back to back that highlight three different ways that faithfulness will be tested in last generation.   These parables are known by several names but for the sake of this series I have focused on titles that express the positive aspect of each one that God is calling us to.

1. The Faithful and Wise Servant (Mt. 24:45-51).

2. The Five Wise Virgins (Mt. 25:1-13).

3. The Good and Faithful Servant (Mt. 25:14-30).

B. A Rich Resource for the Church: 

If we are paying attention to the context in which Jesus tells us these three parables and the time frame to which they will unfold then we can learn a lot.  These parables are full of insight into our future and they really help to define some components of the end time landscape that we are perhaps not accustomed to thinking about.  They address a number of potential pitfalls and tendencies of the human heart that we will have to rightly navigate in that hour.

C. Presenting a Comprehensive Response: 

The three parables that we will look at in this series all tie together to determine what the Lord will be looking for regarding our comprehensive response to Him in the last days.  To only look at one of these messages gives us a helpful but incomplete perspective; but Jesus didn’t give one parable about faithfulness, He gave three subsequent parables.  All of them follow the same line of thought but include a different message in order to describe a full picture of what Christ is after from our hearts in the final generation.

II.
The Parable of the Faithful and Wise Servant:

The Lord begins this parable with an invitation by asking us who of us will choose to be a faithful and wise servant of Jesus?  Obviously, we all want that to be us; but desire for that sort of designation does not mean that Jesus will award it to us.  This parable tells us how we can be one of those faithful and wise servants in the last generation; it is also found in a parallel passage in the Luke (Lk. 12:42-48); where we are given a few additional details.  We must heed His exhortation here if we are to receive that title when He comes; or otherwise why did He bother telling us the parable?  This parable is part of the threefold response that Jesus is looking for from the Church in the final decades of this age. 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.  But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.  The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mt. 24:45-51).”

A. Not Being Surprised By His Coming:

As we looked at earlier in this session the time frame for His return may surprise us and turn out to be shorter than we expected; if it comes suddenly we are to have already become prepared for it.  The point is that we would not delay our preparation to a time that seems most obvious but that we would begin making ready now.  Part of the warning in this parable is that we would not live like His return is far off, thinking that we have plenty of time to prepare for His arrival.

“The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of (Mt. 24:50).”
B. Obedience to the Word of God:

The servant in this parable began to embrace immoral behavior; we are called to live holy lives obedient to the Word of God; staying faithful to the teachings that God has revealed in the Bible.  It is unthinkable that Jesus could somehow call us faithful at the end of this age if we lived in opposition to His teachings.

C. Obedience to the Calling of God:

Obedience is a twofold reality because as this parable makes very clear Jesus will also be looking to make sure that we have stayed obedient to the individual and ministry commissions that He assigned to us.  However this aspect of obedience assumes a number of things; it assumes that we are connected to God, that we know what God wants from us and that we are committed to do that assignment no matter what comes our way.  It is important that the Church in the last days understands our assignment and walks it out faithfully; this applies to individuals, ministries as well as the Church as a whole.

“It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns (Mt. 24:46).”
D. Opening the Door to Evil:

As we desire to walk in holiness there are things that we can learn from the servant in this parable, that Jesus refers to as “wicked.”  The wicked servant is not first identified by his evil conduct but instead by him saying to himself “My master is staying away a long time.”  This line of thinking in the final generation will be an open door for evil.  We are to be living in light of His soon return, making decisions that are in alignment with that truth.  To think differently is to step towards a lifestyle that embraces evil practices.  Jesus warned the last generation about how prominent that type of life would become even within the family of God.

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap (Lk. 21:34).”

E. Staying Steady for Decades:

After some time had passed the servant grew weary and he began to stray.  Part of this warning goes out to the faithful so that we would not grow weary of our faithfulness as the Lord often waits to reward us.  The Lord is calling us to sign up for a life of faithfulness for decades, to serve Him well in our calling until He comes.  This is what really matters.  The servant in this parable started off doing what he had been commissioned to do by the master; the master would not have put him in charge of anything that he wasn’t sure he was capable of handling.  But in time the servant grew tired of his unrewarded faithfulness and he said to himself, “it’s not worth it, I’m tired of waiting and being faithful without seeing any benefit for my faithfulness so instead I’ll leave His purposes for my life and live like I want to.”  

“My master is staying away a long time,’ and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards (Mt. 24:48-49).”

F. Faithless but Still Claiming the Master:

Notice that the servant still claims the master as his own.  He calls Him “my master” but he stopped working for Him and for His purposes for his life and chose his own way.  The warning here for you and I as part of the Church that the Lord is directing this parable at is not to think that we can make up our own plans for our lives.  

G. Working Diligently at the Assignment He Gave Us:

We are to sign up for the ministry assignment that He gives us and then work diligently at that assignment until He comes or until we die, or until He clearly redirects us.  The point here is that we are to be found faithfully doing whatever He told us to do; faithful means focused work with intentionality for the long haul.  It doesn’t matter if it takes a long time, it doesn’t matter if the other servants appreciate the assignment or don’t’ appreciate you, it doesn’t matter if it’s hard, what matters is that we stay faithful to what He told us to do until He comes.

III.
The Parable of the Five Wise Virgins:

The parable about the foolish and the wise virgins is an important message for the Church in our day to hear.  It confronts us with the painful truth that being around devout believers is not the same as being one, it also tells us that we can start off strong and then fade from our pursuit of Christ as time goes on.  This parable is a loving exhortation from Jesus about being people of onething; those who love Jesus and continue to pursue intimacy with Him in every season of our life.

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’  “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour (Mt. 25:1-13).”

A. The Kingdom will be Like Ten Virgins: 

When Jesus uses the transitional term “At that time” He is referencing a specific timeframe.  He is meaning the generation that He just got done describing in all of Matthew chapter 24; the final generation where the signs of the times were unfolding.  This parable describes what the Kingdom of God will be like in the end time generation.  It depicts the Kingdom being made up of virgins who all begin their waiting for the return of the Lord the same way; pure and spotless and in love waiting for Him.  This is a very encouraging description of the end time Church.

B. Foolish Virgins in the Kingdom:

The parable tells us about five virgins who lived holy lives and who remained pure all the way until the end but they were still somehow called foolish.  It wasn’t enough for them just to live holy; they had to live holy and connected to Jesus for their righteous lives to count.  At the end when He comes they approach Him and He says that He doesn’t even know them.  Below are some simple facts about the end of the age that we can take away from this parable.

1. Some believers in Jesus will be wise.

2. Some believers in Jesus will be foolish.

3. There are real consequences for loosing our intimate connection.

4. We get to choose which ones we are. 

C. They All Started Off Ready:
The parable is about ten servants of Jesus in the last days who are all serving Him together waiting for His return.  All ten of them are identified as virgins, as dressed ready for His coming and as having oil in their lamps in preparation for Him.  It is important to note that they all started off with oil in their lamps, all ten were ready for the bridegroom’s return at the start of the parable.  
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom (Mt. 25:1).”
D. Five Ran Out of Oil: 

But His coming was not immediate, and after some time had passed half of them ran out of oil.  Now five of their lamps were no longer burning and their position as an attendant for the Bridegroom changed, they were no longer ready for His return; and as a result they were identified as foolish.  They were still called virgins, but now they were foolish virgins, no longer ready for Jesus’ coming.  Despite the many warnings that Jesus gives about being ready for His coming in His introduction (Mt. 24:36-44) there will still be those at the end of the age who will not be ready – He calls these unprepared virgins foolish. 
“Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them (Mt. 25:2-3).”

E. They Thought They Were Ready:

Ancient lamps required a large amount of oil to be kept burning for any extended period of time; they would need to be refilled about every 15 minutes in order to stay burning.  These servants didn’t have enough to refill their lamps and they had to scramble to figure out a new plan once the hour of His return was upon them.  They thought that He would have come sooner and so they would have been ready.  
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out (Mt. 25:6-8).’”

F. Intimacy with God is Cultivated:

The tricky part about intimacy is that it is cultivated or slowly lost, it is not the kind of things that obtained in a spiritual moment or depleted because of a poor decision.  Intimacy is organic and alive, it is intentional and in order to cultivate an intimate relationship with the Lord it takes time well spent and a life of sustained pursuit.  The way that is it strengthened is the same way that it is lost; the investment of our life and of our time determines the measure of our intimacy with the Lord. 

“Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink (Jn. 7:37).”


IV.
The Parable of the Good and Faithful Servant:

Like the others that we’ve looked at in this series, this parable presents us with many lessons that the Lord wants for the Church in the final generation to be paying attention to; it also presents some additional criteria related to faithfulness that Jesus wants us to know ahead of time that He will be looking for from the saints in last days.  This passages contains the much quoted axiom about believers being called “good and faithful servants” upon His return.  But this parable is far more than an announcement about such a designation; it is Jesus telling us what will be required from us in order to hear these words.  To be one of those who is counted worthy to receive such a commendation upon His return will require faithfulness in a specific form. 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to an- other two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ “The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ “Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. “‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mt. 25:14-30).” 
A. Identifying What is Meant by Talents:

The term “talent” was first used for a unit of weight (referring to about 75 pounds), later it was used to designate a unit of coinage in the ancient world (equating to more than a thousand dollars).  Our current use of the term talent to indicate a person’s learned or God given ability is actually derived from this parable.  Not everyone has been given large sums of money from the Lord but all of us have been entrusted with certain blessings, some tangible and others intangible.  

B. We are Called to Steward Over What We’ve Been Given:

The intent of the parable was to identify those things that the Lord has given to us and then to call us to take responsibility to use those gifts for His Kingdom purposes.

“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it (Lk. 19:15).”

C. Serve According to Our Understanding:

Jesus uses this occasion to address any number of excuses that people might have about how they should be treated more leniently because of the measure of their understanding.  Jesus’ reply is that whatever understanding we have about God related to the subject of serving Him with strengths, talents and gifts we will be measured according to what we knew (not according to what we did not know).  In the parable the servant stated that He believed certain things about the master and the master turned around and told him that he should have lived like what he said he believed was true and that we has being judged because He ignored that understanding (even though it was incorrect).

“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest (Mt. 25:25-27).”

D. Strong Words About Unwillingness to Work:
We have come up with very tame words to talk about believers who refuse to work in God’s Kingdom so this parable is very un-American sounding to our ears.  Jesus has some choice words for those who are unwilling to use what He has given them to serve Him and build His Kingdom; He calls them wicked, lazy and worthless.
“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘…I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant!...you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest…throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mt. 25:24-30).’”
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