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Burning Hearts End Time Intensive
Session 3: Overview of the Harlot Babylon


I.	The Prominence of Deception in the Last Generation:
As we discuss the end times, the subject that we need to be most aware of is that of deception.  The Bible’s warnings about not being deceived are prominent for the last generation, far more highlighted than for any other generation in the Word of God actually.  This is because in the last decades of this age the Devil will be fully exerting his will to lure people away from all truth and into his end time agenda.  He will be more effective in the last generation to lead more people further away in more and unprecedented ways than at any other time in history.  For this reason we are given great warnings not to give into the many clever and enticing methods that he will employ to deceive mankind. This was a subject that Jesus and the apostles repeatedly highlight pertaining to how we are to navigate and survive the final generation. 

“many false prophets will appear and deceive many people (Mt. 24:11).”

“Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed (2Th. 2:3)”

“The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray (1Pe. 4:7).”

A. The Harlot Babylon: 
So in enters the Harlot Babylon, which is a complex movement that will sweep across the Earth on multiple fronts in order to deceive the nations and set the stage for the rise of the Antichrist.  Understanding the uniqueness of this global system will be the focus of our session today.

B. A Growing Reality:
We know that the kingdom of God has come in part, but it is also yet to be fully manifested in this age; similarly, the spiritual forces that are driving the Harlot Babylon are already visible now and have their foothold in many facets of society at present.  But the fullness of wickedness is still growing, and will reach its climax towards the end of the final generation.  So the Harlot Babylon is alive and active now, but not near to the degree that she will be once fully mature.

C. Identifying the Spirit of the Age:
The difference between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world can be reduced to the values of each system.  Under the leadership of God we embrace His wisdom, His ways, and the culture of the Kingdom; the spirit of the age however has its own false version of wisdom, practices and culture. Human progress and the accomplishments of man are trumpeted throughout this age celebrating independence from God. 

“This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness (Eph. 4:17-19).”

“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ (Co. 2:8).”

D. Babylon’s Skillful Deception:
The deceptive sorcery and seductive power of the Harlot Babylon is emphasized many times in the end time scriptures.  This false culture will target and successfully deceive the majority of the Earth. 

“I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement (Re. 17:6).”

E. Dullness Leading to Deception:
The path to deception begins with parents not disciplining and not discipling their children.  It continues with the confusion of what is good and evil where culture gives into toleration of every type of evil practice eventually embracing evil as good.  The trouble with deception is that the deceived do not believe they are deceived.  The siren song of the Harlot Babylon in our day is already loudly being played and has lulled many into her clutches.

“Everyone is dull- hearted, without knowledge; Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image; For his molded image is falsehood, And there is no breath in them (Je. 51:7 NKJV).”


II.	The Great Mystery at the End of the Age:
The Harlot Babylon is probably one of the most important subjects for the Church of this hour to understand.  Though there is an abundance of information in our Bibles about this end time harlot the subject remains mostly unknown or misunderstood.  The prophets spoke about the last days and the resurgence of Israel’s ancient enemy; Babylon.  These prophecies tell us that she will once again have great power and reach the heights of wickedness just before the end of the age.  Alluring, deceitful, and all consuming, her harlotries will soon fill the Earth.  This session introduces the rise of the Harlot Babylon in the end times. 
A. The Evil Empire that John Saw:
During the already over the top encounter that the Apostle John was having in Heaven when he received the Book of Revelation, he was also shown something astonishing and evil; the end time Harlot Babylon.  What he saw was probably the wildest thing he had ever seen or encountered and the angel who was escorting him through the experience had to stop and spend two long chapters explaining what John just witnessed.  Below is the first sight that John had of this mysterious woman at the end of the age.

“This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.  Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman (Re. 17:5-7)”

B. Babylon is Called a Mystery:
God introduces the Harlot Babylon to John as a mystery.  When the angel shows John the end time harlot her title is “Mystery Babylon.”  This means that from the very onset we are to be clear that in order to understand Babylon we are going to have to dive deeper and interpret her mysterious nature.

C. The Most Important End Time Subject:
As we will see, apart from believing in the fact of the end times, this subject of the end time harlot is probably the most important end time theme for the Church to understand.  There is abundant information in the Word of God about this subject but for now this important end time theme remains mostly unknown and misunderstood.  Until this generation this subject has remained a mystery without significant consequence because it wasn’t time for Babylon to arise, but we are now living in the hour where understanding this subject is vital to the future of the Church.

D. Babylon is a Veiled Theological Concept:
If we feel that we lack understanding about Babylon we can take strength in that we are in good company because the angel had to explain it to the Apostle John as well.  This is because the subject is veiled, it’s not impossible to understand but neither is it easily caught without focused study and meditation.  

E. Babylon will Rise Again:
The Lord has long used Babylon as an opposition for the people of God, so this concept is not a new idea, but it is perhaps shocking for the Church to learn that we have not seen the last of this evil city or her adulterous ways.  The prophets declared that Israel’s ancient enemy would rise again in the last days and that she would be powerful and intrinsically wicked.  

F. All will be Impacted by Her:
The Book of Revelation describes Babylon as a prominent end time player called the Mother of all Harlots.  Her influence will be felt by every soul on the planet.  The concept of a harlot in the scripture is reserved for those who lead the people of God astray from God’s purposes and into immorality, idolatry and false (Ex. 34:16; Le. 17:7; Nu. 25:1; Jg. 2:17; Pr. 7:6-27).  A mother of harlots would then be one who is a producer of the peoples, systems and religions that lead astray significant numbers of God’s people from the Lord’s purposes. 


III.	Importance of Understanding the Harlot Babylon:
As previously stated, understanding the vast and veiled subject of the end time harlot is very important for the Church because she will be pose the greatest opposition to Christianity that the world has ever seen.  The subject of Babylon is a prominent theme throughout scripture and we must study it in a way that we can understand it clearly.
A. Approaching an Challenging Concept:
This Harlot Babylon is probably one of the most important subjects for the Church of this hour to understand.  Though there is an abundance of information in our Bibles about this end time harlot the subject remains mostly unknown or misunderstood.  Because of the importance of this subject we want to constantly grow in understanding of this end-time mystery.  To do so we need to challenge everything.
1. Be teachable:
Whatever preconceived ideas we may have had or not had we want to continually revaluate them.  We want to remain teachable so that we can be ever learners on this most important subject. 

2. It’s okay to challenge what you are taught:
Don’t just believe what you are taught, I know that much of what we will cover in this concept will be new information for many of you.  You need to see for yourself if what you are being taught is true.  This is one of the reasons we provide you with the notes; so that you can go study on your own.  Have a good spirit about it, don’t be divisive, but it’s good to look at the Word and confirm that what you are being taught is really in the Bible.

3. Continue on in your studies:
Even after we have studied enough to have a fairly good grasp on this most important subject we must continually challenge our major premises related to the Harlot and make sure they line up with what Scriptures says. 

B. The Amount of Information:
There are a ton of scriptures that help describe end time Babylon; in fact it is one of the most referenced subjects in the Bible pertaining to the end times; we therefore want to pay particular attention to the Harlot Babylon (Ge. 11:1-9; Ps. 137:8; Is. 13:1-14:27, 21:1-10, 23:13, 46:1-2, 47:1-15, 48:14-15; Je. 25:12-26, 32:36-44, 46:10-11, 50:1-51:64; Ez. 13, 23; Hb. 1:6-11, 2:2-19; Na. 3:1-6 [w/ Re. 9:21]; Zch. 5:5-11; Re. 14:8, 17:1-19:3).

“Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is the one who repays you according to what you have done to us (Ps. 137:8).”

C. The Testimony of the Prophets:
It is interesting to note that nearly all of the Old Testament prophets prophesied either about or against Babylon (Er. 5:12; Is. 13:1-14:23, 21:1-10, 47:1-15; Je. 20:1-7, 50:1-51:58; Ez. 12:10-14; Da. 1:1-3; Jo. 3:13; Mi. 4:10; Ha. 1:6-11; Zch. 2:6-13).

“You will go to Babylon; there you will be rescued. There the Lord will redeem you out of the hand of your enemies (Mi. 4:10).”

D. Two Unusually Long Prophecies:
Passages about Babylon make up both the longest Old Testament prophecy (Je. 50 + 51), and the longest New Testament prophecy (Re. 17 + 18).  It is then inferable that this is one of the most, if not the most important end times subject.  In this session we will see the cause-and-effect relation that the Harlot Babylon has to the great falling away.  What end time reality deserves greater attention than that which will greatly affect the salvation of believers in the last days (Mt. 24:12)?  The Church is commissioned to make this connection and to pay close attention to what the Word of God says about Babylon so that we may be prepared as she rises on the world scene to deceive the Church.
1. Whole chapters:
Many of the prophecies against Babylon are quite lengthy; in fact some span whole chapters (Is. 13:1-14:27, 21:1-10, 47:1-15; Je. 25:12-26, 50:1-51:64, Re. 17:1-19:3).  This gives us an unusual amount of concentrated information. 
2. Longest prophecies in scripture:
The longest Old Testament prophecy on a contiguous subject is about the Harlot Babylon (Je. 50-51).  Strangely, the longest New Testament prophecy on any contiguous subject is also about the Harlot Babylon (Re. 17-18).
3. Second longest prophecy in the New Testament:
Interestingly enough the Bride of Christ spoken of in Revelation 21-22 is the second longest prophecy in the NT.  The end time harlot of Satan is the counterfeit to the Bride of Christ.

E. Manny Unfulfilled Prophecies:
Much of the content of these Old Testament prophesies against Babylon have yet to be fulfilled (Is. 13:1-6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 20; Je. 25:12, Je. 50:13, 19, 20, 39-40, 45, 51:6-10, 26, 29, 37, 45, 49, 50), this of course means that they remain future realties.

“A prophecy against Babylon…I have commanded those I prepared for battle; I have summoned my warriors to carry out my wrath…Listen, a noise on the mountains, like that of a great multitude…like nations massing together! The Lord Almighty is mustering an army for war.  They come from faraway lands, from the ends of the heavens— the Lord and the weapons of his wrath— to destroy the whole country.  Wail, for the day of the Lord is near (Is. 13:1-6).”

F. Massive End Time Significance:
This is far too large of a subject in the Word, particularly with regard to the End Times, for us to remain unfamiliar with it.  The Harlot Babylon is intertwined with the most all of the major themes of the end times.
1. Israel:
Dynamically connected to the 7-year peace treaty that Antichrist will sign with Israel and the surrounding nations.  The Harlot also plays a huge role in causing Israel to enter into deep deception and compromise leading up to that moment.
2. Antichrist:
Without the Harlot coming first there would be no Antichrist system.  This is not a system that he builds from scratch, it’s one that he inherits from the Harlot Babylon who will have been working diligently for decades beforehand.
3. The end time judgments of God:
When the Lamb begins to release His end times judgments it is aimed at the systems and people who have rebelled against Him, which begins in a focused way with the deceptions of the Harlot, not with the origination of the Antichrist government.
4. The great falling away and rise of wickedness:
No Bible believing Christian is going to convert from being a follower of Christ to denying the faith in one moment.  It is a process that takes indoctrinating.  As deception sets into society in greater ways more and more church goers will fall into lying doctrines and sear their consciences by participating in increased wickedness.  This will of course make them infinitely more susceptible to delusion and deception.
5. Signs of the times:
The coming of the Harlot system is a major indicator that we are in the last days.  The global Harlot system must come into place before the rise of the Antichrist.

G. Serious Eternal Consequences:
All of the above should be a tip off to us about the measure of the importance this subject has in the heart of God.  The consequence of not having clarity about the issues pertaining to the Harlot Babylon will actually become a matter of life and death, eternal fire or bliss.  It will not go well for those who do not take heed of the warnings of wealth of information provided in these chapters, whether those who reject the message or those who have simply not heard these warnings.  


IV.	Groups of People Interacting with the Harlot Babylon:
The inhabitants of the earth can be categorized from the Word into several different groups as far as how they will interact with and respond to the Harlot Babylon system.  To give us a good starting point I’ve listed out four primary groups but each of these have sub groups within them that further differentiate how people will respond to Babylon.  
A. The General Culture:
The lost world around us that does not have deeply rooted conviction will fall into her lure most readily.  They will be swept away from their nominal convictions from all faiths, social classes, ethnicities, nations and languages.  They will be the primary voices and supporters of the Harlot Babylon and will be the ones God primarily aims His judgments at (Is. 13:11-16, Re. 17:1-18, 18:21-24, 19:2).
 
B. The Jewish People:
God’s chosen people are still eagerly awaiting their Messiah today.  Some will be tempted to accept substitutes that rise in these last days, but those who survive the coming difficulty will be the group that Jesus is intent on starting His earthly millennial reign with from Jerusalem when He comes.  Before they can be counted amongst that group however they will have to survive being enemies of the state in the two brutal global kingdoms that are coming; that of the Harlot Babylon and then under Antichrist (Je. 50:6-11, Is. 14:1-2; 24:22; 42:7; 61:1).

C. The Resisters:
This group could be comprised of staunch secularist and radical jihadist alike.  This group doesn’t want Jesus but they will be fully unwilling to pledge their allegiance to Babylon for their own reasons.  This group will also face the wicked onslaught of the Harlot Babylon and then the hostile takeover of the Antichrist (Is. 14:1-2; 60:3-4, 14, 16; 61:4-9).  

D. The Church:
The bride of Jesus will truly be tested and refined during the last days; prepared for her bridegroom to enter valiantly during a time of violent chaos and bring true peace and order.  All whose names are written in the book of Life will endure all things and be found faithful even to the death. 

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last (Re. 22:12)”

E. The Fluidity of these Categories:
It is worth noting that it is possible to shift groups during the final decades of this age and many will in fact change categories groups throughout this process.  Some will start off as resisters but will eventually give into the sway of the Harlot because of how challenging opposing her is.  Others will be initially bought in with the culture but will see it as oppressive and join the resisters and then others still will give their lives to Jesus and thus become part of the Church.  


V.	A Simplified Version of Who this Harlot She is:
The purpose of this first session is just to introduces the major themes pertaining to the Harlot Babylon.  This particular section is intended to serve as a broad overview of who and what she is.  The following sessions will provide us with far more details of what things will be like when Babylon is ruling. 
A. Babylon will be a Global System:
The end time prophecies show us that future Babylon will be a global system ruling the Earth.  In a later session we will unpack this subject in great detail.
She will define global politics and policies.
She will be center stage in world economics.
She will become the premier religion of the Earth.

B. Babylon will be an Actual City:
The city of Babylon will be rebuilt and will again be an actual city on the Euphrates River in modern day Iraq.  It will be from this city that the global systems will find their leadership in a primary way.

C. Babylon will Prepare the Earth for Antichrist:
It is a mysterious subject that we will spend more time discussing in future sessions but for now we should make note that Babylon will be responsible to prepare the nations for the coming of Antichrist.
1. She will dull the world’s discernment of right and wrong.
2. She will cause the increase of wickedness across the globe.
3. She will be a bridge for the world’s religions to the Antichrist religion.
4. She will lure much of the Church away from pure devotion to Christ.

D. Babylon will be the Church’s Greatest Opposition:
She will be the greatest foe the saints have ever known, only to be surpassed by immediately following her rule by the coming Antichrist who follows will come in the wake that she paves.
1. Increased deception:
A veil is beginning to fall on the Earth distorting truth and error.  The measure of deceit that is coming will call for great discernment.  The Harlot will become the center of the most confusing and deceitful movement the Earth has ever known, those who are not prepared for this swale of delusion will be swept away with it.
2. Increased wickedness:
All the nations of the Earth will be stained by her adulteries, this equates to increased wickedness at the societal level.
3. Increased persecution:
The Church will experience great persecution by the followers of the Harlot system. In coming days family members will hate you because of your stance against the Harlot.


VI.	A Three-Fold Global System:
The Harlot Babylon will evolve into a threefold global system with it’s tentacles deeply intrenched into the areas of government, economics and religion.  Her influence will be global in scope and multifaceted in it’s impact essentially touching every area of society.  In Revelation 17 we see her as seated on many waters, a picture of her placement in the midst of the nations of the Earth.

“Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters (Re. 17:1).”

A. Global Governmental Network:
Babylon will first infiltrate politics and then eventually come to rule over the governments of the Earth.  She will set up new systems and international policies that serve her evil agenda.  In fact her approach to leadership will redefine global politics as we know it; minimizing national distinctions and synchronizing a global system.  

“The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth (Re. 17:18).”

“the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury…will (be)…Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off (Re. 18:9)”

B. Global Economic Network:
She will be center stage in world economics, with some of the most powerful businessmen and women of the Earth being her greatest spokesmen.  Industry leaders of every sector will be in league with her and all who refuse to adhere to her ways will be ostracized and pressured into submission.

“Your merchants were the world’s great men (Re. 18:23).”

“the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries (Re. 18:3).”

C. Global Religious Network:
She will use her powerful global to influence religion as well.  Her goal will be to unify the peoples of the Earth, to get everyone all into sync a one world religion.  This will be accomplished through all manner of deceit, including entanglement in the occult.  This new universal religion will herald a false message of love which will require compromise of all previously held convictions.

	“For the time will surely come when I will punish the idols of Babylon; her whole land will be disgraced (Je. 51:47).”

	“By your magic spell all the nations were led astray (Re. 18:23).”


VII.	The Cryptic Language Surrounding the Harlot Babylon:
The main New Testament passage on the Harlot is found in Revelation chapter 17 and 18.  Without question chapter 17 is the most difficult chapter in the Book of Revelation to understand because it is a mystery that requires u to interpret the symbols.  It is possible that this might be the most difficult chapter in the whole Bible; and even so the interpretive keys are given to us right there in the Book of Revelation so that we can in fact understand it.  
A. Symbols of Revelation Chapter 17:
The reason this chapter is difficult is because it contains several symbols, but the angel that is revealing these things to John also gives the meaning of these symbols right in the midst of this same chapter.  Let’s take a look at these symbols so that they won’t confuse or intimidate us.
1. The beast:
This is the Antichrist (Re. 17:8; 13:1-8).  For a time he will carry the Harlot system strengthening her and facilitating her global agenda.
2. The 7 heads:
These are seven empires from throughout history (Re. 17:9-11).  These seven are governments that have actually been on Earth; all of which embodied the spirit of the Antichrist and dealt treacherously with Israel.
3. The harlot:
This is the great city that will rule over the kings of the Earth (Re. 17:18).  The city of Babylon will actually be rebuilt and will be the prominent face of a global network of religion and economics.
4. The 10 nations:
The ten horns are ten kings that will be over ten nations in the Last Days, they will completely submit their power to the Antichrist and he will rule over them (Re. 17:12-16).  
5. The wine of her adulteries:
This speaks of the intoxicating delusions with which she will beckon the nations (Re. 17:2).  These will be false doctrines and compromising schemes, martyrdom of the saints and every sort of immorality. 
6. Purple, scarlet, precious stones, pearls, golden cup of abominations:
This represents her power, wealth and royal splendor (Re. 17:4).  Babylon will rise as the most prestigious and celebrated system the Earth has ever known.  She will appear as beautiful, noble, even righteous.
7. Many waters: 
These are the peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages of the Earth (Re. 17:15).  In other words, peoples and cultures from all over the globe are all unified under the influence of this Harlot.

Three Primary Themes of Revelation 17 and 18:
When looking at Revelation chapters 17 and 18 the main message is pretty easy to understand as there are really only three main themes found in this prophecy about Babylon.  
The emergence of the Antichrist.
The Antichrist ten-nation confederation.
The rise and fall of the Harlot Babylon. 

Why this Prophecy is Veiled:
With this prophecy being of such importance for the Church of the Last Days it is a reasonable question to ask why does it use such cryptic language?  God isn’t trying to be confusing; it’s actually just the opposite. The difficulty of these chapters is an invitation that makes a lot of sense.
1.   The call to diligent study:
Part of the answer is that the Lord wants us to diligently pour over every line of it and discuss it often.  It takes that sort of attention in order to understand all the details.

“(Gabriel) instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding.  As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision (Da. 9:22-23):”

“Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding…I have come in response to them…Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come (Da. 10:12-14).”

“In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!…solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil (He. 5:12-14).”

2.   The calling forth of forerunners:
Since it takes diligent study in order to grasp these concepts clearly those that gain understanding have a tremendous responsibility and mission.  The mission is to equip others with the knowledge of God and to make these mysteries known to those that have never heard it or who have misunderstood it’s true meaning.  We are to be the wise ones who instruct many and lead people into understanding.

“Those who are wise will instruct many…Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time (Da. 11:33-35).”

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end (Da. 12:3-4).”


VIII.	The Depths of Her Wickedness:
To get a picture of how dark things are going to get this section will list out several of the phrases that the scriptures give us which paint the bleak picture of what things look like when evil reaches it’s heights.  The inevitable rise of wickedness to it’s fullest extent is an often mentioned theme in the Word of God.  It is the final generation that will be subject to this ominous fate.
A. She is the Picture of Evil:
God chose to use the harlot motif in His description of this evil system that will rise in the last days.  The continual Old and New Testaments reference Babylon as the picture of evil and what it means to stand in opposition to God.

B. She is the Increase of Wickedness:
The Harlot Babylon is synonymous with the increase of wickedness that we will see sweep through the last generation.  The Harlot Babylon is the source of the evil and the face of what is happening under the surface.

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold (Mt. 24:12)”

C. She is the Delight of Wickedness:
Babylon is the powerful enticing toward evil; to where men will delight themselves in doing evil and in thinking about evil.  Evil will become a great joy to them and they will revel in the wicked practices.

“all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness (2Th. 2:12).”

D. She is the Fullness of Sin:
When we read passages about that what is going to happen at the end of the age regarding the promised increase of wickedness we are looking at the Harlot Babylon. She is the primary agent responsible for helping bring the earth to the fullness of sin.  

“In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise (Da. 8:23).”

“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them (2Ti. 3:1-5).”

E. She is the Cause of Sin Becoming Ripe:
At the end of this age the sins of men will have come to full maturity, in other places described as becoming fully ripe and ready for judgment.  The picture that we see below is that of God taking those fully ripened grapes (sin in full measure) and tossing them into the winepress of His wrath to be crushed. 

“Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.”  The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath (Re. 14:18-19).”

F. She Holds a Cup Filled with Adulteries:
The Harlot is said to offer the world a golden cup.  Though the outside of Her cup is gold and looks clean, the inside is rotten and full of wickedness.  It is interesting that the term “full” is used to describe the amount of her wickedness.  

“She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries (Re. 17:4).”


IX.	Living in Babylon but Not According to Her Ways: 
This is pretty jarring information, especially if you're new to it.  Therefore, it is a normal reaction to all of this to be concerned for yourself and to seek an answer to the question “How do we prepare for this?”  We have no choice about living in Babylon; here we find ourselves in the midst of a culture that is only going to get worse as a rule.  What we need to be doing now is finding ways to still live right in the middle of the tide of evil but not live according to it.  We need to resist it’s sway so that we can continue to fight to see the Kingdom of God move forward in the midst of the deep darkness.
A. Pertaining to the Word of God:
The Bible is our primary source of how to understand and make ready for the deception that is coming.  We want to be people who plumb line ourselves to the Word of God.
1. Commitment to gain understanding from the Word about the end times.
2. Study end time Babylon to get real clarity about it. 
3. Set yourself to obey the Word at all costs.
4. Commit to live the Sermon on the Mount.
5. Commit to fully embrace the greatest commandment all your days.

B. Order Your Steps: 
It’s not enough that we read the Bible and know facts about what things will be like; we need to order our steps accordingly so that we might stand true in dark days.
1. Be aware that Babylon is rising around us.
2. Set yourself to oppose compromise.
3. Identify ways that you’re being asked to compromise.
4. Spend time finding specific ways you are going to resist.
5. Commit to stand with the Jewish people.

C. Related to Community: 
It is going to become increasingly more difficult to resist the compromise around us without banding together with other believers who are share common values and lifestyle.  We need godly community. 
1. Find a godly community to run with that are resisting Babylon.
2. Immerse yourself, making these relationships a real priority. 
3. Godly community talks and strategizes about how to resist her.
4. Contribute to and glean from the conversation together.
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