
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Trivia question: What event that took place for the first time during the 1960 

presidential election between Kennedy and Nixon? 

 

Context 

In chapter 8, the people asked Samuel to give them “a king like all the nations” to rule 

over them. God instructed Samuel to warn Israel but also tells Samuel to give them 

what they want. The chapter ends with a cliffhanger because rather than name a 

person to be king, Samuel sends the people home. 

While the people are waiting for their king, God is at work. We see God’s plan start 

unfolding here in chapter 9 as the new leader is selected. Next week, we will see the 

reign of Saul begin. 

 

Discuss 

1. What are the external indications described in verses 1 & 2 that Saul is 

impressive from a worldly perspective? 

2. What is the difference between a shepherd and a rancher? Read John 

10:1-19, Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25 and Revelation 7:17. What are traits of 

a shepherd that are desirable in a leader? 

3. In verses 3-10, who are the two main characters? From a spiritual and 

wisdom perspective, which person is the “good” example? 

4. Read Proverbs 3:5 & Jeremiah 9:23-24. Based on verse 6, from where was 

the slave seeking a solution to the problem of the lost donkeys? Why 

do people tend to look to worldly solutions first? How can we make 

looking for spiritual solutions rather than worldly solutions to our 

challenges a normal part of our lives? 



 

5. Read verses 11-14 and look for words or phrases that indicate action or things 

happening quickly. In your opinion, what are we supposed to learn from 

the contrast between Saul taking 3 days searching for donkeys 

compared to the sense of urgency the young women encourage for 

Saul to meet the seer? [Or let me ask it differently: “What is hinted at 

about Saul’s character based upon his slowness and the young 

women’s sense of urgency?”] 

6. Read verses 15-17. How engaged/connected is the Lord with Israel? 

What do we learn about God’s character/nature that he is still active in 

pursuing Israel even after they just rejected the Lord’s leadership over 

them? 

7. Do you think that it is significant that the people ask for a king (melek) 

in chapter 8, but God tells Samuel that Saul will be their prince/ruler 

(nagid)? Why or why not? 

8. Read verses 18-21. In verse 20, Samuel reminds Saul that the desire of Israel is 

to have a new leader and that Saul is the leader they are desiring. Do you think 

Saul’s response in verse 21 is genuine humility, him trying to get out of 

a situation he didn’t want to be in, or something else? Does your 

opinion about Saul’s answer change when you are reminded of the 

slave’s words about Samuel, “Behold, there is a man of God in this city, 

and he is a man who is held in honr; all that he says comes true”?  

9. As readers of the book of Samuel, what should we think about Saul 

knowing that Samuel is aware of Saul and God’s plan for him but Saul 

did not know about the most famous spiritual man in all of Israel? 

10. Read verses 22-25. Do you think Saul noticed all of the things that had 

been put in place and ready for him in advance, even though his 

presence in the town appeared to be by “chance?” Share a time when 

you went through an experience and realized afterward that God had 

been preparing people/resources for that moment. 

11. Read verses 26-27. Have you ever had a time when you knew what God’s 

purpose/calling for your life is? How did he affirm or reveal his calling 

to you? 

 

Next Steps 

Today’s passage provides some important lessons we need to apply to our lives today 

as Christians. 



 

We must be spiritually aware of what God is doing around us. Saul was painfully 

unaware of God’s work and plans. It appears he didn’t even know about Samuel, the 

most famous spiritual/political leader in Israel. 

We must have “eyes to see and ears to hear” about God being at work in the world. It 

is not enough to know that God is sovereign and in control. We must be looking for 

where he is at work and discern when he is inviting us to join him in that work. (See 

John 5:19-20.) 

It does not matter if you are a teenager or a senior adult or somewhere in between, 

God has a purpose and plan for your life. Let God reveal that call on your life through 

Scripture, prayer, circumstances, and fellow believers then pursue your calling. 


