
 

Icebreaker 
Who is someone that served as an example of being a Christian that God used to help 
you come to know Jesus as your Savior or helped you grow as a disciple? 

Context 
In last week’s passage (1 Samuel 13:1-18) Saul’s disobedience to God’s commands led 
to Samuel proclaiming that God is removing Saul from being king. God is looking for a 
man who will obey first to be the leader of his people. While Samuel has already 
declared that Saul will be replaced as king, God’s purpose of allowing Saul to be 
installed as king has not been fulfilled yet. Remember, part of God’s discipline of Israel 
for asking for a king like all the nations is to give them what they want. While God is 
moving on to prepare the next king, Israel will suffer under Saul’s leadership for 30+ 
more years. In the midst of Saul’s dysfunctional, worldly leadership, we see a glimpse of 
what a faithful leader looks like in Jonathan. 

Discuss 
1. Considering all of the things going against Israel at this point in time 

(outnumbered by the enemy, Israel’s army scattered and hiding, and 
only two people having swords) does Israel’s situation look hopeless? 
Are you an optimist, realist, or pessimist? What do most people do 
when the situation appears hopeless? 

Read Luke 22:35-38. What does this exchange between Jesus and his 
disciples in the Luke passage help us to anticipate what is about to 
happen in the Samuel story? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 3:11-14. Is there any significance that Saul is dependent 
upon Ahijah, a descendant of Eli, as a spiritual leader? Read Proverbs 
12:5, Jeremiah 7:24, and Psalm 81:11-12. Why is it important to not trust 
the counsel of those who do not follow God? 

3. What is the difference in attitude/focus between Jonathan in verse 6 
and Saul in verse 2 (see also 1 Samuel 13:11-12)? There is an old saying, 
“When your only tool is a hammer, everything looks like a nail.” What happens 
to our attitude when we focus only upon our circumstances? Do you 



think Jonathan was focused on the circumstances? Where was 
Jonathan’s focus? 

4. Do you think Saul believed that God could save with a few? Why or 
why not? 

5. In your opinion, why was Jonathan’s armor bearer so devoted to 
Jonathan? Do you have someone in your life that inspires you to 
believe, even when circumstances say otherwise? Read Philippians 
3:17. Are you living your life in a way that would allow you to be a 
good example for others to follow? 

6. Read verses 8-11. Was Jonathan making decisions based on what he 
wanted to do, or was he seeking to do God’s will at this moment? Is it 
better to have a plan that the world thinks is sensible or follow a plan 
that is in line with God’s goals? Why do we so often end up choosing 
the plan the world approves of rather than God’s plan? 

7. Read Psalm 20:7. Where did Jonathan place his confidence and hope in 
winning the battle? What are some things we can do to help us have 
stronger faith and trust in God? 

8. According to verse 15, why were the Philistines thrown into disarray? 
According to verses 16-19, what was Saul doing during this time? Read 
James 4:17. Are Saul’s actions in 16-19 sin? Why or why not?  

9. What caused the Israelites to have the courage to face the Philistines? 
10.Verse 23 makes it clear that it is God who saved Israel. Read Isaiah 48:11 & 

Matthew 6:1. Why is it important that we are careful with our 
motivations in how (and why) we do things? 

Next Steps 
When we study a narrative, the application usually falls along the line of which 
character are we going to emulate or what actions can we take that will not emulate 
the “bad” characters. In today’s passage, Jonathan is a great example of how 
obedience and faith can motivate others to be obedient to the Lord. Jonathan’s goal 
was not to mobilize Israel to fight against the Philistines. Jonathan wanted to be 
obedient to God and follow the leading of God. His devotion to obedience leads to 
obedience on the part of Israelites standing up and fighting. Are you a good example 
for others to follow?  

The other side of the coin is that sometimes we need help and motivation to do the 
right things. We need a person who will help us follow after Christ. It can be through 
accountability, encouragement, or just walking side by side in life. Who is someone that 
you can ask to be your mentor? 


