While | was on Sabbatical, | spent some time
answering the question: why am | a pastor? |
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wasn't thinking about leaving the ministry or
anything, but | realized that | needed to get back
in touch with the reason | do what | do. It didn't
take long for me to find the answer: it's because |
love the church. I've loved the church as long as |
can remember. And | don't mean going to church,
I mean | love the people—the gathering of people
who are all committed to loving Jesus and loving
like Jesus.

A lot of people say they love the church, but they
don't actually love the people, the gathering. In
fact, | think Christians might be one of the most
self-loathing groups of people out there. We
constantly apologize for the church. Sometimes
it seems like we spend all our time trying to
convince other people that we're not those kinds
of Christians. How many times have | heard
people say that going to church doesn't make
you a better person?

On the one hand, | get what they're saying—just
showing up in the building does not make you a
Christian. You have to have an actual relationship
with Jesus. And that's true. But you know what's
also true? Going to church does make you a
better person. The studies are very clear: people
who go to church are better spouses, better
parents, better employees, better neighbors, and
better citizens. They also live longer, have more
economic security, and report greater well-being
by almost every measure. But why?

God did not make human beings to operate
alone. He made us to live and work together.
That's why he gave us the Church: because the
only way for human beings to flourish the way
God intends is by doing it together. When Jesus
called his disciples, he didn't offer them an
independent study option. He called them to
follow him, and he commanded them to love
each other—because that's what we need. We
need a community of people committed to
loving Jesus and loving each other like Jesus.

Community is a bit of a buzz word these days-
which is strange, because community is going
out of style. We don't join groups anymore. We
prefer to watch, to participate on our own terms,
to keep our options open. Real community takes
commitment, it takes belonging. It requires us to
push against the trends of our culture that split
us apart. Over the next several months, | am
going to use this article space to talk about the
principles that make for a strong community-
from a book called “The Art of Community” by
Charles H. Vogl. My hope is that it will help each
of us understand what it takes to be a strong
community, and why the things we do as a
church are so valuable and important.

Thank you for being my church family. | love
you all.
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1T, LittHe Lamb Christian Preschool

| A Note from Our Director,
Can?® Bethany Robinson
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We are repeating this Little Lam I} — \’% b#“ /
announcement, just in case '

_ ) Preschool
anyone may have missed it

last month! MA”_ SBHEDHI-E!

Monthly theme Bible Story/Verse memorization
In the beginning
September Schoal “Gad the Creator
To help us grow closer together, we are Psalm 100:3/Psalm118:24
Ruth
introducing a new project for the school October On the Farm ‘God the Caretaker

Psafm 23:1-3kahn 10014

year! You will find a white mailbox

. . Joseph
Movember Community Safety G r.lm.-rks Ig Gog
located near our preschool mailboxes Psaim 1361
at the end of the hallway. We would love December Baking od the Promise Kesper

Eaiah 9%

to receive mail from you throughout the

Th uﬂuu:l Camaritan

January Library ‘God is Love”
year. Whether it is a short note, a Luke 10:27
Th nd foolish build
postcard, or even some fun stickers, February Contruction " Gogls isdom
5d1mM
your messages will be a joy for the - Feeding the 5000
March Hiking ‘God the Miracle Worker
children to receive. Psaim123:1-2
E
April Life Cycles E“Enq'ﬁ:;afaan} :
FRIEEleS 201
Attached to this letter, you will find our Fruit of the Spirit
May Gardening ‘God /s with pou’

school year schedule, which outlines our
monthly themes, Bible stories, and
verses. We would love for your mail to
connect with those topics—

Galatiana 522

June Water
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for example, we are currently exploring all things "School," and next month we will be diving into everything
"Farm." Beyond our monthly curriculum, we would also love to hear from you regarding things like the
current season or any upcoming holidays! Whether you want to share a little nugget of knowledge, an
interesting fact, a favorite tradition, or a cool photo, please feel free to drop a note in our mailbox. When you
leave something for us, simply lift the red flag on the side of the box to let us know that mail has arrived.

We encourage you to print the attached calendar and keep it somewhere visible in your home as a reminder
to send us a note throughout the year. We are so excited for the months ahead and cannot wait to learn

from all of you.

Thank you for being such an important part of our preschool family.




Synigarhy
R ANG 2 MR
Marilyn Boyle passed away and went
home to the Lord on September 14,
2026. A Celebration of Life Service will
be held at Turner Christian Church on

October 17" at 10:30 am. Please keep
Laurie and the family in your prayers.
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Saturday, October 17th
2:00 pm
TCC Fellowship Hall
RSVP: angie_rushemsn.com
or (907) 351-6384
/ *) » No Gifts Please
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MAGAZINES NEEDED!

Hello church, the Preschool is in need of
magazines! If you have any that you're
looking to get rid of, please drop them by
the church office or place them into a
designated bin that will be available in
the foyer on Sundays.

Thank you so much,
Kendra

If you notice a spill or mess,
please let our custodian,
Richard Smart, know so he can
get it cleaned up promptly.
Thank you!

FALL BACK -
DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME ENDS

Sunday, November 1, 2026
g(_i) 2:00 AM EDT — 1:00 AM EST




Activitics for Scniors
Trip to Willamette Valley Pie Co.

October 5" at 1:30 pm
Join the Seniors on a trip to Willamette
Valley Pie Company to enjoy a piece of pie! Turner Christian Church
Transportation will be leaving the church at ce®®s, e%eq,
1:30 pm. Please register so we can ensure | Fg¥Sr PRI Y BPM-730PM

we have enough transportation.
Candy Carnival is approaching again!

Seniors Bowling We are now accepting candy donations-
October16™ / from1-3 pm there is a donation bin located in the

We are headed to the Bowling Alley again! foyer. If you would like to volunteer,
Our scores are improving--come join us please contact the church office and let

either by bowling or being cheerleaders! | Us where you are interested in serving.
The cost is $5.00 to bowl. Transportation

will be leaving the church at 1:00 pm.
Please register.

(Select all that apply)
|:| Front Door Greeter

[ ] Game Attendant

FRAUD [ ] Support Person/Floater

Setup/Decoratin
P g

SM ART ! [] Takedown

[ ] Parking Lot Attendent
) Prevent
) Report [] Kitchen Helper

) Recover

Please join us to learn the trends on
frauds and scams, how to identify

Anything else you'd like us to know?

If you have any volunteer questions,
please contact Casey Holmes.

scams, prevention tips, reporting and
recovering from fraud.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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