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TheConnection 
    
 
    
    

 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. (Mt. 5:6) 

 
This verse introduces us to one of the most chal-
lenging words in the New Testament: “righteous
-ness.” For most of us, this word means personal 
moral goodness. So what Jesus is saying is that 
the people who desire above all to be morally 
perfect are blessed. Obviously personal moral 
goodness is a very important thing―Jesus cer-
tainly talks a lot about personal goodness in the 
sermon on the mount. However, that’s not ex-
actly what Biblical righteousness means. 
 
The word for righteousness can also be translat-
ed as “jusƟce,” meaning morally right social re-
laƟonships. In this case, Jesus is saying that peo-
ple who long for social jusƟce are blessed. Obvi-
ously Jesus cares about jusƟce in the world, be-
cause he talks a lot about having morally right 
relaƟonships (though his definiƟon of jusƟce is 
not the same as our Western culture―but that’s 
another story). But that’s not exactly what right-
eousness means either. 
 
In reality, the word “righteousness” means both 
personal goodness and morally-right relaƟon-
ships. In the ancient world–and especially for 
Jesus–these were not separate ideas. In fact, 
one of the major themes of the Sermon on the 
Mount is that true jusƟce can only come 
through a personal commitment to goodness. 
It’s not enough to follow the laws against mur-
der, adultery, or the rules for geƫng divorced or 
taking oaths. To be the people God called us to 

be, we have to deal with our anger, lust, un-
faithfulness, and dishonesty. Without personal 
goodness, we cannot have true jusƟce. We can 
only have order: rules that try to control how 
people behave but have no power to change 
their heart. 
 
What I hear Jesus saying in this parable is, 
“Blessed are those who desire a good world so 
passionately that they are willing to become 
good themselves.” The alternaƟves are  
     

(1) people who want to be seen as personally 
good, but they don’t care about being good 
to others; or  

    

(2) people who  want  to  make  the  world  good 
       through power and rules,  but don’t want  to 
       do the work of being good themselves. The 
 reason the first group is blessed is because 
 “they will be saƟsfied.” If you hunger for a 
 world where you can be good without being 
 good to others, or if you thirst for a world 
 that is good without requiring you to be 
 good, then you will be disappointed. That is 
 not the kingdom Jesus is bringing. His king
 dom is good because the people in it are 
 commiƩed to being good–actually, they are 
 commiƩed to leƫng God make them good.  
 
If you want a world that is good because the 
people are good, this world will leave you hun-
gry–but if you hold onto that hunger, then one 
day you will be saƟsfied. That is why you are 
blessed. 



Seniors Trip to Adelman Peony Gardens  
June 3rd at 9:30 am 

         

Flowers are blooming! Join us for a walk in the peo-
nies and enjoy a fun picnic. We will leave the church 
parking lot at 9:30 am and return about 3:30 pm. 
Come join people that love flowers and having a 
good Ɵme. You can register on the church app: 
hƩps://turnerchrisƟanchurch.subspla.sh/fr5cy2q or 
the event registraƟon card . 

Combined Worship Services  
at Northwest ChrisƟan ConvenƟon 

      

We will be joining other ChrisƟans for worship at the 
Northwest ChrisƟan ConvenƟon on Thursday even-
ing, June 26th at 6:30 pm and on Sunday, June 29th at 
10:00 am in the Tabernacle. There will not be any 
meeƟngs or services at the TCC building on those two 
days. 

Melissa Braun to Serve Missionary Internship! 
 
Melissa Braun applied with CMF 
(ChrisƟan Missionary Fellowship) for 
a Reach Internship and has been ac-
cepted. The plan is to serve in Kenya 
and the MOHI Team in Kenya this 
summer for eight weeks. She will 
spend Ɵme with CMF’s Urban Poor 

Team in the slums of Nairobi, connecƟng with a di-
verse array of people groups. Melissa will also be 
partnering with MOHI (Keith & Kathy Ham) a Kenyan 
non-profit which works to combat poverty and share 
the hope of Jesus in disadvantaged communiƟes.  
 
Please pray for Melissa and consider supporƟng her 
financially in this endeavor: hƩps://give.cmfi.org/
search?searchText=melissa&id=z70346  

Volunteer drivers are needed to take seniors to ap-
pointments with doctors, therapists, etc. If you would 
like to help serve others in this way, please contact 
Sharon Teixeira or the church office. Thank you! 

News from Aaron and Diane Lincoln 
(Missionaries in England) 

   

We're Grandparents! On March 31, we became 
grandparents! Reece and Hope welcomed their 
daughter, Beatrice Zella Lincoln—‘Bea’—into the 
world, healthy and strong. Named aŌer two of her 
great-great-grandmothers, she is a beauƟful remind-
er of God’s goodness. Reece and Hope are adjusƟng 
well to life as a family of three, and we’re thankful 
for the excellent care they’ve received here. 
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