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TheConnection 
    
 
    
    

 

Blessed are the meek,  
for they will inherit the earth. (Mt. 5:5) 

 
 

Let’s be honest for a moment―none of us actually be-
lieve this beatitude, do we? Jesus is claiming that the ones 
who will inherit “the land”―that is, the promised king-
dom of God―are the meek―a word which can mean 
mild, tame, gentle, friendly, kindly, or (in Hebrew) op-
pressed and weighed down. How absurd! 
 
If there is one thing we can all agree on, across all the 
lines that divide our culture, it is that we hate meekness. 
In fact, meekness is our one common enemy. With the 
stakes as high as they are, how can anyone remain meek? 
How can we hold back from fighting with every ounce of 
our energy, using every tool at our disposal to get ahead, 
to win, to defeat the other guy? The only people we hate 
more than the group on the other side are the people 
who refuse to pick sides.  
 
And yet, Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek”― mean-
ing, they are the ones who receive God’s generosity. 
And how do they receive it? They receive the inher-
itance God has promised his people. Jesus is not say-
ing anything new here. In fact, he’s quoting Psalm 
37:10-11:  
      A little while, and the wicked will be no more;  
       though you look for them, they will not be found 
       But the meek will inherit the land and  
       enjoy peace and prosperity. (NIV) 
 
If you read the entire psalm, you will find an excellent 
explanation of what Jesus is getting at here. David be-
gins by saying,  
 Do not fret because of those who are evil or be 
 envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass 
 they will soon wither, like green plants they will 
 soon die away. Trust in the LORD and do good;  
 dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. (37:1-3) 
 

His goal in this psalm is to help us overcome the temp-
tation to behave like the people who seem to win by 
dishonesty or cruelty. It is hard to watch people suc-
ceed through sin. We often feel like the only way to 
defend ourselves against such behavior is to fight back 
the same way. The more fearful we get, the easier it 
becomes for us to justify “fighting fire with fire.” We 
say we are being “realistic” or “reasonable.” After all, if 
we don’t fight back, how will we survive?  
   
And yet, David tells us not to worry or be angry, be-
cause “it only leads to evil” (v. 8). Instead, we should 
“be still before the LORD and wait patiently for 
him” (v.7). Why? Because, 
   The salvation of the righteous comes from the 
 LORD;  he is their stronghold in time of trouble.  
 The LORD helps them and delivers them;  
 he delivers them from the wicked and saves them,  
       because they take refuge in him. (v. 39-40) 
 
When we give into the ways of the world–when we 
fight fire with fire and compromise our integrity for 
short-term wins–we lose sight of the ultimate hope we 
have in God: how hope is not in the power we can gain 
now, but in the inheritance we receive as children of 
God. People of the world fight only to defend and in-
crease their own “pantries,” and when we fight their 
way we do the same thing. But the whole point of the 
Gospel is that we are children of God, we live on his 
estate, and we have access to the family pantry–the 
whole kingdom of God.  
 
One of the reasons why people have such a hard time 
listening to each other today is because we have all 
been conditioned to believe that everything is at stake 
all the time. That feeling is exactly what gets us into 
trouble, because that heightened fear causes us to 
lash out in the worst ways. Only when we ground our-
selves in the generosity―the blessing–of God can we 
face this world with meekness–which is the only atti-
tude that will lead us to godly wisdom.  



This meeting is designed for all parents at the 
church who have a child between the ages of 0-18. 
    
We'll eat together at 5:30 pm, and kids will head to 
childcare at 6:00 pm. 
    
Why do we keep kids in church for the start of the 
service? Why are our kids classes divided the way 
they are? What will summer activities look like? 
How can I connect with other families at the 
church? I want the church to have more kids and 
families―what can we do to grow?  
     
If you have any of these questions, or more, we 
have answers! This meeting is a great opportunity 
to hear more about Kids and Family Ministry here 
at TCC―it should also just be a great time with oth-
er parents! 

      
We'll be doing a taco night! If your last name starts 
with . . . 
A-D:  Please bring some taco toppings (veggies,  
           salsa, guac, cheese, etc) 
E-K:  Please bring a protein (taco meat, beans, etc) 
L-M: Please bring a side dish 
N-Z:  Please bring a dessert 

                      
                       You can use this QR 
                       Code to register  

VBS Summer 2025 
True North: Trusting Jesus in a Wild World 

July 21-24 • 9:00-11:30 am 
     

VBS REGISTRATION BEGINS MAY 5TH! 
You will be able to register through the Church App, 
Website, or Church Event Card in the chairs. 
      
VBS takes a whole church to put on and we need YOU! 
All kinds of volunteer options are available. If you're 
interested in getting involved, please contact the 
church office or Pastor Rachel. You and Pastor Rachel 
will work together to find the perfect VBS role that 
works for you.  

 

All daughters, moms, sisters, aunts, grandmothers 
are invited to come and celebrate being Daughters 
of God and Sisters in Christ! The Celebration will 
have a princess theme and princess dresses are en-
couraged! Please RSVP on the church app: https://
turnerchristianchurch.subspla.sh/ktbyntx 

 

 

When was the last time you rode a horse or an ele-
phant? Come join the fun as we hop on the carou-
sels in Salem and Albany. If you don't feel comforta-
ble riding one of the beautiful hand carved animals 
come and examine the beautiful art work of the lo-
cal wood artists. We will be stopping for a no host 
lunch at Sizzler Restaurant in Albany. We will leave 
the Church parking lot at 10:00 am and return by 
3:30 pm. Sign up on the church app: https://
turnerchristianchurch.subspla.sh/xw63cms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Seniors as we take our third annual trip to 
the Schreiner's Iris Farm, May 22.The bus will leave 
the church parking lot at 9:30 and return by 3:30. 
Walk the fields or enjoy the display garden your 
choice. We will of course have a picnic under the 
beautiful shade trees. The cost at the door will be 
$6.00. Register on the church app https://
turnerchristianchurch.subspla.sh/7ztj3j9. 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 



             

 

 

 

 

Community Serve Day 
Sunday, May 4, 2025 at 2:00 pm 

 

    

    

Little Lamb Christian Preschool 

A Note from Our Director,  
Bethany Robinson 

A pril has truly been a remarkable 
month for us in preschool, centered 

around the theme of life cycles. As we 
planned our year, it was no coincidence that 
we chose to learn about life cycles during the 
same month as Easter. Although these con-
cepts may seem different at first glance, they 
intertwine beautifully through the ideas of 
death and resurrection, representing a lifecy-
cle of hope for all of us.  

I know I have said this before but can confi-
dently say that April is one of my favorite 
months in preschool! Watching the tiny cat-
erpillars transform into beautiful butterflies 
has been awe-inspiring. We observed their 
metamorphosis from caterpillars to chrysalis-
es, and finally to stunning butterflies. This 
year, we also added an incubator full of a va-
riety of eggs (turkeys, ducks, and chickens) 
that the children eagerly check daily for signs 
of life. I wish you all could have been in the 
classroom to hear squeals of excitement 
when they first heard the tiny chirps coming 
from the incubator; truest form of joy!  

This month is all about fostering wonder and 
observation, allowing the children to experi-
ence nature's transformations firsthand. As 
they explore, we are here to support them, 
answering their questions and guiding their 
curiosity. We set up a nature play area to 
learn about Easter with this model in mind. 
We engaged in daily activities, using nature 
found around our outdoor space, that told 
part of the Easter story. It was wonderful to 
watch the children participate in these activi-
ties, learning, some for the first time, the 
powerful story of Jesus. I cherished being pre-
sent to support their learning and curiosity 
along the way.  

It is my hope that the students will continue 
to recognize the beauty and wonder of God’s 
creation in nature, appreciating the intricate 
life cycles that surround us. Each observation, 
each moment of curiosity, serves as a building 
block in their understanding of the world, in-
viting them to explore and marvel at the gifts 
we’ve been given. Thank you for being a part 
of this journey, and for your support as we 
nurture their sense of wonder and discovery.  

Let's bless our local community! 
Each family will have the opportunity to adopt 
a local business or organization for the day. You'll get to 
put a flower basket together for them, and drop it off, 
along with a card from the church. We ask that each 
family contribute $5 towards materials when they come. Please register in advance. 



More information and registration for Seniorfest at: https://www.nwchristiannetwork.com/seniorfest 

More information and registration for Conference at: https://www.winema.org/explorers-conference.html 

More information and registration for Convention at: https://www.nwchristiannetwork.com/nwcc 


