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Mr. Joshua Leon 

 

Earlier this year, I had the great opportunity to 
interview Joshua Leon, a 2008 alumnus of Con-
cord Christian Academy and owner/operator 
of a Chick-fil-A restaurant in Hamilton Town-
ship, New Jersey. His story is one of influence 
and perseverance, one of beating the odds, 
and one of a pursuit of God. 

If we all would take a few moments from the 
hustle and bustle of our busy lives, and reflect 
upon those who have influenced us for Christ, 
our thoughts would be filled with gratefulness 
as we stand amazed at the outpouring and 
sacrifice given to us from others. If we are 
honest with ourselves, the secular idea of be-
ing self-made is mythical, and the spiritual fin-
gerprints of so many men and women pressed 
upon us humbly causes us to be grateful for 
others’ influence.  

Josh’s story is comprised of this influence, and 
though he has success as a Chick-fil-A business 
man, he clearly acknowledges the influence 
that has been bestowed upon him. Josh was 
raised by a godly, single parent, Alice Leon 
(also a teacher at Concord Christian Academy), 
but he also credits the staff and faculty of the 
school for the positive guidance he received 
while attending there: “As I have gotten older 
and had a lot of conversations with my wife 

about it, 
and even 
as I re-
flected 
upon my 
childhood 
about it as 
an adult 
with a mature mind, it was definitely some-
thing God orchestrated so that I could have the 
best chances possible growing up with a dad 
not in the picture. With the church and school 
being so close, it really helped connect me to a 
broader network of positive influences in my 
life. The combination of Christian education 
five days a week plus church [Concord Baptist 
Church] on Sundays and Wednesdays really 
gave me a solid foundation from a spiritual 
standpoint of having sound Biblical knowledge, 
of having a relationship with God, and of a per-
spective of who I am as a human being in rela-
tion to being God’s creation, and what my pur-
pose is on this earth.”  

“As I got older, I heard so many statistics of the 
percentage of [fallout] those who grew up in a 
divorced home, and the percentage of kids 
growing up without a dad leading to various 
negative outcomes– and I didn’t see myself in  
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 any of those buckets. Then I see people who 
are in those buckets and I ask myself what the 
difference was and why I did not end up like 
them…Now as an adult I can look back and see 
how grateful I am for the Lord allowing me to 
grow up in both the school and church, and 
how going to Concord Christian Academy al-
lowed my mom to parent me more effective-
ly.” Besides his mother, Josh specifically cred-
its two of CCA’s teachers of having the most 
positive influence on him, Mr. Robert Craig 
and Mr. William DePace.  

     After high school and because of his stellar 
GPA and SAT scores, Josh was accepted into 
Liberty University’s Honors Program where he 
double majored 
in Business 
Management 
and Human Re-
source Manage-
ment. It was 
there at Liberty 
in an Honors 
English class 
that he met his 
future and love-
ly wife Katie, 
and shortly 
afterwards, an opportunity arose for them to 
go on their first date – salsa dancing. They 
married in June of 2013. 

     If you were not familiar with Josh’s Chick-fil
-A journey, you might anticipate a direct line 
of success to being one of the over 2,300 own-
er/operators of the popular fast-food fran-
chise, but this is not what occurred. When en-
couraged by a friend to apply at Chick-fil-A, 
Josh, a then newly work-eligible and hopeful 

teenager, had his application rejected. But 
Josh was resolute. Chick-fil-A would allow him 

to worship God on Sundays, and the company 
held the same core beliefs that he did. When 
an opening became available again the follow-
ing year, Josh renewed his application and this 
time it was accepted. He worked from the 
bottom up and worked intermittently between 
college semesters when he was home. His sto-
ry is a needful reminder to a stargazed satu-
rated generation that desires everything quick 
and easy; diligence and aiming for excellence 
are the notable ingredients for success.  

Between his freshman and sophomore years, 
the restaurant he worked at changed owner-
ship and the new owner noted Josh’s potential 
for management in the franchise’s system. 
Josh remembers the conversation: “He said to 
me, ‘Josh, I don’t know if you have given 
thought to your career after you graduate col-
lege, but I think you can do what I do and if 
you want to do it, I will commit to mentoring 
you, training you, and equipping you to the 
best I can. By the end of it, I am going to help 
you open the door, but you are going to have 
to walk through it.’” Josh prayed about it that 
summer and believed the Lord was leading in 
that direction.   

One of the deciding factors for Josh was that 
he would have the opportunity to impart to 
others what he himself had learned and 
what had helped him to mature as a young 
adult. An absolutely encouraging aspect of 
Josh’s testimony is his willingness to pass on 
what he has learned on to others. It is cer-
tainly one thing to receive; it is another to 
absorb and then pour what we have learned 
into others. This is exactly what Paul deline-
ates in his second epistle to his spiritual son 
Timothy, “And the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also (II Timothy 2:2).” 
It is no wonder then that Josh eventually 
won the regional Rookie of the Year Award, 
just like the owner who developed him did, 
just like the owner who developed Josh’s 
owner did. This is a clear example of the 
power of mentorship. 

Those of us who mentor and dili-
gently seek the Lord with a desire to influ-
ence others for Christ, do not always reap 
the immediate fruits from our labors. Some-
times we do, but during other periods, our 
influence appears to be shrouded, like the 
horizon covered by the morning fog. We 
should not be discouraged! Josh’s story en-
courages us to press on, to lay ourselves 
wholly at the feet of Jesus and daily exclaim, 
Here am I Lord, send me! 

                    ~  

His story is a needful reminder to 
a stargazed saturated generation 
that desires everything quick and 

easy; diligence and aiming for 
excellence are the notable 

ingredients for success. 

Josh pictured with his wife Katie and son Levi in 

front of his Chick-fil-A restaurant.   

It is certainly one thing to 
receive; it is another to absorb 
and then pour what we have 

learned into others. 


