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What an exciting beginning to the Easter Season we’ve experienced over the past 
month! April began with celebrating the Good News that Christ is Risen, and we 
didn’t stop there. As you’ll see throughout this month’s Connect, our celebrations 
have continued through fellowship opportunities for men and women alike, 
serving as the hands and feet of Christ through special events, including Rise 
Against Hunger and Rebuilding Together, and we continue to worship and 
celebrate together each Sunday as we consider what the Resurrected Life looks 
like each and every day.

During this Easter season, we’ve also added something new to our Celebration 
Center, the Empty Cross, which is currently sitting upon the Lord’s Table. Now 
I’m sure some of you may be curious as to the cross’ meaning. Why is it just 
an outline of a cross, and why is it called “empty”? The cross is an important 
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symbol for Christians. It is a symbol of the grace, forgiveness, and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. When you see the cross, it 
is a reminder that Jesus was willing to give everything, including his life, so that we might be freed from our sins. But, as 
Christians, we are also Easter people. The cross of Good 
Friday and the darkness of death are not the end of the 
story. We know that, long ago on the Sunday that followed, 
the tomb was found empty, death was defeated, Jesus was 
alive! Because of this, we too might experience true and 
abundant life now and for all eternity.

So this Easter, the cross placed upon our Lord’s Table 
is a reminder that the cross stands empty! Jesus is no 
longer there. In the same way, may we see sin, darkness, 
and death as nothing but empty threats as well. Thanks 
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we know that our sins, 
shortcomings, doubts, and fears no longer have dominion 
over us. As you enter the Celebration Center each week, 
and you see the empty cross, may it serve as a reminder. 
Yes, remember the sacrifice Jesus gave, but just as 
importantly, may you remember that Jesus is no longer on the cross; Jesus is resurrected and alive, the cross is empty. 
Jesus’ mission and ministry, his Kingdom, his story, continues to this day. 

And so does yours. Each and every week, as we continue to live as Easter people, the story of God’s love for us and 
the calling to share this Good News with all people continues through you. The cross is empty because Jesus and his 
followers are busy in the world bringing God’s Kingdom here to Earth. I look forward to continuing this story and living as 
Easter people right alongside you again this week. See you Sunday!

Blessings,

Pastor K yle

Special Thanks to Tom McGee and Gary Riffey for crafting 
the beautiful Empty Cross for our Lord’s Table.
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LISTENING POST
Sunday May 31, 11:00 AM

 Community Hall

Join the Church of the Servant Leadership Team for our next Listening 
Post scheduled for Sunday, May 31, in Community Hall at 11:00 AM. 
Our time will be used to share work done based on feedback from 
previous Listening Posts, give updates on our 2026 goals, share how 
we will be welcoming our new Associate Pastor, Rev. Nathan Oney, and 
let you hear from individuals whose lives are being transformed by the 
Servant faith family! We look forward to seeing you there!

Blessings,
Church of the Servant Leadership Team

Rev. Nathan Oney and family!
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Join us for worship this Sunday. We will be gathering together to 
celebrate and give thanks, to connect with one another, and to seek 
guidance and inspiration for the week ahead.

Sunday service time is 10:00 AM and includes uplifting music, prayer, 
and a message that I believe will speak to your heart. Whether you are a 
longtime member of our community or are joining us for the first time, 
we welcome you and look forward to seeing you there!

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM



Do You Need Healing?  
No Matter How Deep the Wounds, 
God Can Heal Your Hurts.

Everyone hurts. The pain runs deep, the scars 
never seem to fade, and the memories torment 
us.  As a result, our growth is stunted, our walk 
crippled, our relationships infected. Will relief 
ever come?  Yes – when you put yourself in the 
hands of Jehovah-Rapha, the God who heals! No 
matter what you've done or what's been done to 
you, God wants to be your refuge. He loves you. 
And He offers healing for your deepest wounds. 
Discover how God can turn your sorrow into joy 
in Lord, Heal My Hurts.  Come and learn how to 
apply the “Balm of Gilead” which is the Word of God to your life for healing of your hurts.

This study led by Nancy Harris will begin on September 9. Look for upcoming information in the August 2026 Connect. 

Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study – 

“Better: A Study of Hebrews”
Join us for a 10-week study of Hebrews. It started on Wednesday, April 21, but you are
still welcome to attend. We meet each week from 6:30–8:00 PM in Room 4.

Led by Cathy Maxwell, Miki Farris, and Darla Bierig, this study by Jen Wilkin explores how 
Jesus is better—the fulfillment of every promise and shadow found in the Old Testament. 
As we walk verse by verse through Hebrews, we’ll discover how Christ completes the work 
of prophets, priests, and the law, and invites us into a better covenant.

Come be encouraged to fix your eyes on Christ and find lasting hope in Him.
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SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
Life Changing Prayer

4-Week Study Beginning June 3rd
Led By: Pastor Kyle

4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Join with the Servant faith family for a 4-week study on Life Changing Prayer beginning Wednesday, June 3. There will be 
two sessions, one at our normal Wednesday evening time of 6:30 p.m. in Community Hall and an earlier time slot of 4:00 
p.m. in classroom 12. We know that a number of our faith family enjoy participating in Choir, helping with children and 
youth ministries, participating in other Wednesday evening activities, or have difficulty driving after dark. With that in mind, 
we are offering this earlier time slot on a trial basis this summer 
in an attempt to meet the needs of as many of our faith family 
as possible. Plus, whichever session you join, dinner is available 
in our Community Hall from 5:00-6:30 p.m. for anyone looking 
for that additional fellowship opportunity. 

OFFERING TWO SESSIONS:
	 •  4:00 PM in Classroom 12
	 •  6:30 PM in Community Hall

Why a study on prayer? As a reminder, here at Church of the 
Servant, our mission statement reads…

We serve with a heart for missions, commit to prayer that changes lives, 
teach a love of the gospel, and build a Christian community, starting with each individual. 

But what does that mean “commit to prayer that changes lives”? What does the Bible teach about prayer, what are some 
effective ways to pray, and how does prayer change lives, including our own? Join with Pastor Kyle as together we seek to 
answer these questions and more. To sign up, email Pastor Kyle at kanderson@churchoftheservant.com, call the church 
office at (405) 721-4141, or sign up at the Welcome Center just outside of the Celebration Center. 

Women’s Bible Study – “In the Footsteps of the Savior”

Join the Bible Babes as we begin a new study, starting Wednesday, May 27. 
We’ll gather each week from 9:30–11:00 AM in Room 4 as we walk 
In the Footsteps of the Savior by Max Lucado.

Come grow in faith, build friendships, and deepen your understanding of Christ’s journey.

For more information, contact Patricia Hocker at 405-535-9121.
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We’re creating something special—a Church of the Servant family cookbook, hosted by 
Women’s Ministries—and we would love for you to be part of it!

This cookbook will be filled with the recipes that bring us together… from potlucks and 
holidays to everyday favorites shared around the table. Each recipe tells a story, and 
together they will create a meaningful collection from our church family.

Imagine flipping through pages filled with familiar names and beloved recipes from your 
church family.

We invite you to submit one or more of your favorite recipes—family classics, holiday 
dishes, potluck go-tos, or anything that’s special to you. Simply complete a RECIPE 
FORM and place it in the clear plastic box at the Welcome Center by July 18, 2026.

Cookbooks will be available for purchase later this year—just in time for Christmas 
gift-giving! Thank you for sharing a piece of your kitchen and your story. We can’t wait 
to see this collection come together. Questions? Please contact Cindy Fast at 
cfast@churchoftheservant.com.
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What a beautiful evening at our "Savor the Savior" Ladies’ Fellowship Dinner!

Thank you to all who came and made the night so special. We are deeply grateful to Ashleigh Robinson for sharing 
her powerful story, Kaitlin Mathewson for leading us in song, Michele Snow for the delicious meal, and Misty Farmer 
for the stunning flower arrangements that filled the room with joy. A heartfelt thank you to our Women’s Vision Team 
for bringing every detail together so beautifully.

Because of your generosity, proceeds from the evening—along with a gift from Women’s Ministries—will support 
Bethany Children’s Health Center, where Ashley serves. What a meaningful way to come together in fellowship and 
make a difference!
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FAMILY 
MINISTRIES

SERVANT KIDS
Servant Kids is gearing up for a fun month of May!  We are learning that we can count on God, even in tough times!  Our 
Memory verse is from Galatians 6:9, “Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time, we will gather a crop if we 
don’t give up.”  We will hear stories about Peter and John, Philip and the man from Ethiopia, and Paul, and finally, we will look 
at what the Bible says about Heaven.  Join us Sundays at 10:00 and 11:00 for fun lessons, snacks, and games.

Wednesday Nights continue through May 13. Join us Wednesdays at 6:30 PM! We are learning about Kings and Queens in 
the Bible. 

The time to sign up for Camp Canyon (July 6-8) is now!  Children who attend camp will stay in cabins, attend worship, learn 
fun games and Bible stories, and make lifelong friends! Ms. Chris will be taking them to camp and staying with them for a 
few days! Please call or email if you have any questions! Children entering 3rd grade through 5th grade are eligible!

VBS is around the corner!  Sign up now for 4 days of learning to Love Like Jesus.  Children will be hearing stories about 
kindness, caring, and doing what is right!  It’s sure to be a fun adventure! 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED, TOO!

Be part of what God is doing in the lives of our children and sign up today. Register HERE to volunteer!
Please help us fill our SUPPLY LIST.  For more information, go to ServantOKC.org/vbs. 
Questions? Contact Chris Ward at cward@churchoftheservant.com or 405-614-2333.
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Sign up for VBS at ServantOKC.org/vbs
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Children in grades Pre-K through 5th grade are invited 

to join the Children’s Choir! The children will sing in 
Sunday service on May 17. The choir will be led by 

Heather Anderson.  Practice takes place on Sundays, 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM in the children’s area.  

Contact Chris Ward at 405-614-2333 or 
cward@churchoftheservant.com.

Summer Camp for Grades 3rd-5th (as of August 2026)
Servant kids will be going to Camp Canyon in Hinton, OK, July 6-8. Cost is $235 per camper ($255 if you sign up after April 
15th). Scholarships are available through the camp website; they are first come, first serve when you register. When you 
register your child, please use the code SERV73142. After you register, please let Chris Ward know (405-614-2333).
Canyon Camp link - https://okcamps.org/canyon/ 
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Women’s Retreat 2026: Still Waters
“He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul.” — Psalm 23:2–3

Step away from the noise of everyday life and join us for a peaceful weekend of rest, renewal, and connection at our 
Women’s Retreat 2026: Still Waters.

Set in a beautiful lakeside lodge, this retreat is designed to help you slow down, breathe deeply, and reconnect with God in a 
meaningful way. Together, we will explore what it means to be led beside still waters—places where God restores our souls, 
renews our strength, and gently reminds us of His presence.

Throughout the weekend, you’ll experience:

•	 Worship and devotion each evening and Sunday morning

•	 Engaging teaching sessions with meaningful discussion

•	 A guided prayer walk by the lake and labyrinth

•	 A relaxing and creative craft experience

•	 Unhurried free time for rest, reflection, and fellowship

Whether you come needing rest, encouragement, clarity, or simply time away, this retreat offers a sacred space to be still 
and receive what God has for you.

Surrounded by the beauty of fall and the quiet rhythm of the water, you’ll be invited to lay down your burdens, listen for God’s 
voice, and return home refreshed—carrying His peace with you into your everyday life.

Come and find rest. Come and be restored.

Dates: September 11-13, 2026
Location: St. Crispin's Conference Center (36302 OK-9, Wewoka, OK 74884)
Cost: $300 per person for double occupancy (includes accommodation, meals, and all activities) 
Registration Deadline: August 16, 2026 – Register today! Space is limited!
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We are having some great times at The Point! Sunday Mornings we have been teaching an extension of Pastor Kyle's 
messages and bringing the lessons to the youth level and their lives.

The youth have been enjoying our movie series Wednesday Nights. We are playing a portion of a new movie each 
week and relating a Bible verse to it. Some fun movies we have watched are Wicked, Facing the Giants, Ready Player 
One, and we have many more to go!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

SENIOR SUNDAY
Join us on May 17 at 10:00 AM as we celebrate our graduating seniors! It’s a special service dedicated to honoring 
their journey and looking forward to their bright futures. Please email Greg at GLacy@churchoftheservant.com 
to participate.

CLUE CAMP
July 20 - 24, 2026 for 6th grade to graduating 2026 Seniors
Calling all 6th graders through the Class of 2026 Seniors! 
Get ready for the best week of your summer. 
We’re heading to Clue Camp for five days of adventure, 
worship, and unforgettable memories. 

Cost: $420 ($400 Early Bird before April 15th). 
When you register, use the code SERV73142. 
After you register, please let Greg Lacy know. 
Canyon Camp link - https://okcamps.org/canyon/ 

YOUTH AT THE POINT
Monthly Update
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Rebuilding Together OKC 
What a day! On April 18, the Servant family rolled up their sleeves for Rebuilding Together OKC—
serving side by side, sharing laughter, and making a real difference in the life of a neighbor.
Thank you to everyone who showed up and gave their time and heart. This is what it looks like to 
love like Jesus.

Employee changes at CJAMM have caused a delay in processing some 
grants for funds. They are unable to move forward with projects until the 
grant writing is complete. If you have grant writing experience, they are 
looking for pro bono assistance with this. 

Cheryl at Redemption Church (corner of NW 13 & Penn) is asking for 
donations of cereal or $30, which will provide cereal for one Sunday morning. 
If a Sunday school group could provide a meal on a Sunday before the 10:30 
AM service or on Thursday evening at 5:30 PM for approximately 84 people.

The annual Exodus reunion will be October 17 with a red, white, and blue 
theme to celebrate the USA's 250th. Please save your July 4th decorations 
for Exodus! The residents need fundraising ideas they can do. They are also 
asking for donations of light bulbs, bleach, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, 
and baggies. Residents typically share these items in their resident com-
munity, so the jumbo size is the best. 

Call Melanie Taylor at 405-408-5158 or Donna Powell at 405-637-6490 if you 
have ideas or experience with solid fundraisers or wish to assist/donate.

EXODUS HOUSE
UPDATE
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Our Fish Fund for May 2026 will go to support:

Theological Education Endowment Fund
Empower Ministry. Inspire Hope. Support Global Leaders.

Theological Education is an important aspect of a Pastor’s development. This allows future leaders to grow in Biblical 
knowledge, train in practical skills of preaching and pastoral care, reflect upon the ups and downs of ministry in a safe 
space, and more. While this opportunity is accessible and financially viable for many future pastors in the United States, it 
is not in other parts of the world. For this reason, during the month of May, United Methodists from around the globe are 
making financial gifts to support the creation of a Theological Education Endowment Fund. These funds will be used to 
support the ministry education of pastors in places like Africa, Europe, and the Philippines.

Church of the Servant will be joining with our brothers and sisters from across the globe in this endeavor. All funds placed 
in the fish baskets or donated to Church of the Servant with “Fish” or “Education” in the memo line during the month of 
May will be given to this special cause. Thank you for your above-and-beyond gifts supporting theological education, help-
ing the United Methodist Church fulfill Jesus’ great commission to make disciples of all nations!
More information about the Theological Education Endowment Fund can be found HERE.

We invite you to prayerfully consider giving to the mission’s Fish Fund this May. Your generosity helps ensure this 
long-standing, life-giving ministry continues to nourish both bodies and spirits in our community. Give by filling out the 
donation form at ServantOKC.org/fishfund.
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CHANGING LIVES ONE 
CHILD AT A TIME 

WHIZ KIDS 

As our 2025-26 Whiz Kids year winds down, 
it is joyful to reflect on how many individual 
lives are impacted.  Throughout the school 
year, each of our 39 Whiz Kids finds a caring 
adult they can count on to show up for them.  
Our amazing tutor/mentors encourage their 
Whiz Kid along their journey of learning, 
cheer them forward in life, and with God’s 
grace, nurture good seeds with LOVE that 
help clear a path for the child to become the 
person God created them to be. 

If you have been part of Whiz Kids - THANK 
YOU for making a difference!!! If you haven’t 
yet experienced Whiz Kids, perhaps you 
would consider praying about it? In reality, 
those of us who participate are changed and 
transformed by this beautiful ministry as 
much as - if not more so - than our kiddos, 
one adult at a time. Come and see!
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Join us for a meaningful day of service and connection at our Ladies’ Mission Day on Saturday, July 18, 2026, from 
9:00 AM–3:00 PM at Church of the Servant.

We’ll begin the day by assembling snack packs for the Infant Crisis Center, followed by lunch and fellowship. In the 
afternoon, we’ll carpool to the Infant Crisis Center to serve hands-on—helping package diapers, assemble food boxes, 
and meet real needs for families in our community.

No experience needed—just come with a willing heart! Please register by July 6, 2026. 
For more information, go to ServantOKC.org/ladies-mission-day.

What to expect:
•	 Serve alongside other women in a fun, meaningful way
•	 Enjoy lunch and fellowship together
•	 Make a real impact for babies and families in need

What to bring:
•	 Comfortable clothes & closed-toe shoes
•	 Optional: refillable water bottle

SUPPORT INFANT CRISIS SERVICES!

Our Women's Mission Day this year will support Infant Crisis Services. On Saturday, July 18, we will assemble healthy 
snack packs for toddlers. We need your help! Please start bringing snack pack items to our dinner on Tuesday, April 
21, and continue bringing items through July 18. Mark your calendars and plan to attend our Women's Mission Day on 
Saturday, July 18th! See more information about the healthy snack packs for toddlers on the church website 
at https://servantokc.org/ladies-mission-day

https://servantokc.org/ladies-mission-day
https://servantokc.org/ladies-mission-day
https://servantokc.org/ladies-mission-day


Attention readers: Project Transformation is recruiting 10 
readers to listen to 3-4 elementary children read, one at 
a time at Chapel Hill UMC,  June 8-11 (Monday through 
Thursday), 10am-noon. Sign up for all four days to max-
imize your impact!  However, you may volunteer for one, 
two, three, or four days.  If you are ready to sign up, please 
contact Pat McGarrity at patricia.mcgarrity@yahoo.com  
or (405)990-2265. 

Project Transformation is an eight-week summer camp 
that emphasizes reading and is sponsored by the United 
Methodist Church. The elementary-age campers meet 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, and are led by 
college-age young people.

PROJECT 
TRANSFORMATION
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What an incredible day of impact!  Together, we packaged 50,000 meals at this year’s Rise Against Hunger event—and 
because of your generosity and hard work, we’ve now surpassed 1.7 million meals since we first began. That’s 1.7 million 
reminders that hope is real, that love shows up, and that when we come together, we can make a difference far beyond our 
walls. Thank you to everyone who gave, served, and showed up. You are changing lives—one meal at a time.
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CHURCH OF THE SERVANT

LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE

If you haven’t seen the movie The Swedish Connection, I 
hope you will find time to do so.  This is a true story that 
focuses on an unheralded bureaucrat in the Swedish 
government named Gosta Engzell and the steps he and 
his team took that ended up saving thousands of Jews 
during World War II.  Gosta and his team were simple, 
ordinary people who were often forgotten or disregarded 
by their superiors, but their consistent determination and 
resolve to do the right thing translated into extraordinary 
results that have had a ripple effect many, many 
years later.  

In so many ways, that is how I feel about the role that 
the Leadership Team at Church of the Servant plays.  
We are normal people who each bring our own unique 
perspective to the Team’s discussions and meetings.  
Not everyone has financial experience.  Not all of us have 
managed teams or businesses.  Not all of us have been 
in church leadership positions before, but ALL of us have 
a common love for Church of the Servant and have raised 
our hands to help in any way, to contribute to extraordi-
nary results.  

TOGETHER, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The Leadership Team has been busy as we move past the first quarter of 2026, and I would like to share a few of 
those highlights with you.

LISTENING POSTS – 

Our Listening Posts have been in place for the Leadership Team to “err on the side of transparency” in our daily work 
so the congregation is up to date on our projects and areas of improvement.  The Listening Posts also give the congre-
gation the opportunity to share their perspectives with the Leadership Team.  A few of our Leadership Team members 
recently got together to explore ways to improve the Listening Post experience.  You will see more in the near future 
about these meetings, but we are actively investigating moving the times to make it more convenient for anyone who 
would like to attend and updating our agendas to make the experience more conversational with the congregation.

NATHAN ONEY RECEPTION – 

Very soon, we will be welcoming Rev. Nathan Oney and his wife, Kristia, to our congregation. Nathan’s arrival will be on 
the first of July, and the Leadership Team is actively working to organize a reception to welcome Nathan, Kristia, and 
their son, Elliott.  This will give all of us a chance to meet Nathan and his family, and for them to meet us in a 
more informal, conversational setting.  Nathan, Kristia, and Elliott, we can’t wait to have you with us here at Church of 
the Servant!

LENT AND EASTER HIGHLIGHTS – 

What a wonderful and joyous Lenten Season and Easter Sunday we had at Church of the Servant!  Many of you experi-
enced the phenomenal Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, and, of course, Easter Sunday, when approximately 
650 were in attendance, but you may not have known about the Egg-stravaganza event earlier in the week.  This family 
gathering had 106 families representing 230 individuals coming from throughout our community.

... cont. on next page
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Church of the Servant’s Leadership Team governs the congregation's work and ministry. 
The Leadership Team has scheduled monthly meetings. 

All Leadership Team meetings are open to the public. For more information about the 
Leadership Team, go to  ServantOKC.org/leadership-team.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

RISE AGAINST HUNGER –

Rise Against Hunger was a resounding success.  Financially, over $31,000 was contributed (up from just over 
$20,000 in 2025, which also included a generous matching gift of $10,000 from a single donor), and over 200 
volunteers came together to package 50,000 meals.

UPCOMING MISSION OPPORTUNITIES – 

•	 VBS: June 1 – 4

•	 Project Transformation: June 8 – 11

•	 Ladies’ Mission Day: July 18

•	 Skyline: June 20, September 19, October 17 (Confirmed as October mission focus)

ATTENDANCE – 

In Person:  3/1 – 341, 3/8 – 302, 3/15 – 324, 3/22 – 343, 3/29 – 362, 2026 Avg. = 333

Online:  3/1 – 302, 3/8 – 293, 3/15 – 370, 3/22 – 309, 3/29 – 338, 2026 Avg. = 362

AN OPEN INVITATION!

The Leadership Team strives to guide this church with the Vision, Mission, and Values in mind. You are welcome to 
attend any of our meetings! We have an agenda that is set in advance. We ask that visitors listen without com-
menting during our meetings. But we welcome feedback presented to your LT members individually, and at any of 
our upcoming Listening Posts. 

In Christ,

Todd Neaves
Church of the Servant Leadership Team
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

WORSHIP TIME 

SUNDAYS at 10:00 AM

LIVESTREAM
Sundays at 10:00 AM

servantokc.online.church
Facebook.com/ServantOKC
YouTube.com/@ServantOKC

CONTACT US
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

ServantOKC.org
(405) 721-4141

A United Methodist Congregation

https://servantokc.org/VBS

