
CONNECT
EDITION 26.09   |    SEPTEMBER 2026

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  S E R VA N T ’ S  M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R



Greetings Servant Faith Family!

The front of our Celebration Center was adorned this past month with a vintage 
children’s desk, providing a visual aid throughout our recent "The Desk of a 
Disciple" sermon series. As I was preparing to put it away after our final service in 
the series, I took a moment to examine it more closely. 

The desk and chair are sturdy and well built; there are even holes at the base of the 
legs where it was once screwed into the floor. No leaning back on two legs in this 
chair! There’s a cubby for storage and an opening for an inkwell. Dripped ink and 
pencil marks discolor the wood. I don’t know where this desk was in use, but my 
best guess is that it served a school somewhere in the late 1800s to early 1900s.  
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This made me consider how many different children have filled that chair over the past century or more. What has that 
desk seen? Children learning to read, solve math equations, or maybe taking notes from a lecture on how our solar system 
works. Did students use that wooden surface to compose poetry, bring their imagination to life through a simple drawing, 
or craft a note to pass to their crush a couple of rows over? In the decades since it was likely removed from a school 
setting, where has it lived? Have previous owners used it as a space for their children or grandchildren to complete their 
homework, color, or write their own stories?  Such a simple piece of furniture, yet so much history. 

As I considered this truth about the desk, I realized it is also true about the place where we gather each and every Sunday. 
The Celebration Center is a space where people have offered God their praise, laughed until their stomachs hurt, and 

wept until they had no more tears to give. Children have been baptized, couples 
proclaimed “I do”, loved ones memorialized, and bread has been broken so that 
the faithful may gather around a large table and partake of God’s grace.

This month marks Church of the Servant’s 58th birthday. On Sunday, September 
8, 1968, at a previous location, 148 individuals gathered for our first worship 
service. Since that day, Church of the Servant has spent nearly six decades 
building, experiencing, and sharing God’s Kingdom in the Northwest Oklahoma 
City community.   

We may not know all of the individual stories, but every time we take a seat, lift our 
voices, and proclaim the Good News, we join our lives with one another and those 
who have come before us. As we do, we are intertwining our personal stories with 
an even larger story: the ongoing story of God’s Kingdom here on earth. I look 
forward to continuing to write that story with you this coming Sunday!

Blessings,

Pastor K yle
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ChoirCelebrat ion
This is a great time to consider answering the call 
you feel to add your voice to our choir at Servant!  
We are gearing up for the fall, Advent, and Christmas 
seasons and always love having new members join 
us!  No experience or audition is needed; simply a 
desire to serve God, enjoy time making music, and 
build relationships within the choir family!  

Celebration Choir meets every Wednesday from 
6:30- 8:00 PM, then gathers at 9:00 AM on Sunday to 
warm up voices and prepare to sing in service. Feel 
free to show up for any rehearsal or contact Ed Davis 
at edavis@churchoftheservant.com or 405-762-0137 
for more information!
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Join us for worship this Sunday. We will be gathering together to 
celebrate and give thanks, to connect with one another, and to seek 
guidance and inspiration for the week ahead.

Sunday service time is 10:00 AM and includes uplifting music, prayer, 
and a message that I believe will speak to your heart. Whether you are a 
longtime member of our community or are joining us for the first time, 
we welcome you and look forward to seeing you there!

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM
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In 1806, U.S. Army officer Zebulon Pike set out to explore the western edge of the 
newly acquired Louisiana Purchase. Four months into the expedition, Pike and his 
team were traveling across the plains of what is now Kansas and Colorado when 
he looked toward the horizon and saw what he described as “a small blue cloud.” 
Eventually, Pike realized it wasn’t a cloud at all. It was a mountain peak: the peak 
we now know as Pike’s Peak.

At first, Pike wasn’t particularly impressed. He had seen mountains before. 
His experience was with the Alleghenies in the East, so he interpreted this 
new mountain through what he already knew about mountains. It looked like a 
mountain, and therefore, he assumed, it must be about the size of the mountains 
he had seen before. Pike estimated that they could reach it in a day, so they 
started walking.
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A day passed, and the mountain was still in the distance. Then another. By the third day, Pike was beginning to realize that 
his original calculation was wrong. What’s more, the mountain didn’t seem to be getting much closer. In fact, the closer 
they got, the more enormous it seemed.

What had at first looked like a small blue cloud on the horizon eventually unfolded into the crown of an enormous range: 
ridge after ridge, slope after slope; stretching farther and rising higher than Pike had imagined possible. Every time he 
thought he had finally understood the scale of what he was seeing, the landscape corrected him.

Upon reaching the base weeks after first spotting the peak, Pike abandoned any hope of reaching the summit. He 
concluded, “I believe that no human being could have ascended to its pinnacle.”

There is something almost funny about the story. Pike wasn’t wrong to recognize what he was seeing as a mountain. He 
was wrong about how big a mountain could be. He had seen mountains before, so he assumed he already knew what a 
mountain could be… until he encountered one that was bigger than his idea of a mountain.

I wonder if we sometimes do the same thing with God’s love. We may think we understand love because we have 
experienced it before. We have known friendship, family, generosity, forgiveness, compassion. We have seen beautiful and 
genuine expressions of love, and those experiences give us a picture of what love is supposed to look like.

But what if God’s love is bigger than our idea of love? What if, every time we think we have finally figured out the boundaries 
of God’s grace, God reveals that there is still more? What if the life of faith is not simply learning to understand God, but 
allowing ourselves to be continually surprised by the vastness of God’s love?

Sometimes faith asks us to let go of the limits we have placed on what God can do, whom God can love, and what grace 
can reach. Like Pike standing before a mountain that was far larger than his experience could account for, we may discover 
that God is not smaller than we imagined, but infinitely greater.

Pastor Nathan
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TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES
Looking for a Bible Study? There is a seat for you on Tuesday morning!  There's coffee and a donut, there's good 
company, and there's an open Bible on the table. It's an hour that sets the week down on a solid footing before it gets 
away from you. 

We are in the second half of Isaiah. This is the part of the book that turns toward hope — toward the Messiah who was 
coming. You already know one of its lines even if you've never opened Isaiah: "They that wait upon the LORD shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles." We're going to spend the fall finding out what stands behind 
those words. There's nothing else quite like it in Scripture.

If you're new, this is the right place for you. We open by walking back through what's come before, so no one starts out 
behind. You don't need to have read a page. Just come.

There are two sessions, same study, same morning. 

•	 Men’s Buck and a Bible | 6:30 a.m. 

•	 Women in the Word | 9:30 a.m.  

Bring a Bible. That's all you need. The dollar covers the coffee and the donut, 
and the fellowship is free.

We'll be in Isaiah through February, and then we take up the Gospel of Mark in 
the spring and finish it by summer. Come once and see how it sits with you. 
My guess is you'll be back.

We will meet in Community Hall for both studies.
Questions? Contact Eric Nance at enance@churchoftheservant.com

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 
FOR WOMEN

A Study of Genesis 1-11 
Beginning Wednesday, September 2
Classroom 4 | 6:30 – 8:00 pm

The opening chapters of Genesis teach us fundamental truths about 
God. We watch Him bring light after darkness, order after chaos, and 
rest after toil—all through the power of His Word.

Revisit familiar stories and historical figures, challenge your basic 
knowledge, and discover deeper meanings in the text. As God reveals 
Himself through Scripture, we can only begin to understand ourselves 
when we first glimpse the character, attributes, and promises of our 
Creator. For more information, contact Darla Bierig at bierigd67@
gmail.com, Cathy Maxwell at Cmaxwell20012001@yahoo.com, 
or Miki Farris.

Footsteps of the Savior 
Beginning Wednesday, September 2
Classroom 4 | 9:30 - 11:15 AM

The Bible Babes are back! We are ready for 
a new year of learning, sharing our lives, and 
praising the Lord. In September, we will spend 
time with Max Lucado. He will guide us “In the 
Steps of the Savior.” In November, we will learn 
about “12 Daring Women of the Bible.” Six of our 
favorite godly women will present this. Join us 
every Wednesday, from 9:30-11:15, in room 4.  
If you have any questions, please call Patricia 
Hocker at (405) 535-9121. 

BIBLE STUDIES
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FAMILY 
MINISTRIES

SERVANT KIDS
Servant Kids Have Been Busy!
On Sundays, we are learning about the Great Commission 
and what it means to serve like Jesus! We’ll explore stories 
such as Peter Walking on Water, the Great Commission, 
and the Seven Chosen to Serve. Each week, we’ll open our 
Bibles, play games, make crafts, learn about Jesus, and, as 
always, have lots of fun together!

Join us on Sundays:
•	 10:00 AM — Children’s Church

•	 11:00 AM — Children’s Sunday School

Children ages 3 through 5th grade are always welcome. 
Bring a friend and join the fun!

Wednesday Nights:
Wednesday Nights have been very adventurous!  We took a “flight” into the Bible.  This month we flew into 
Genesis.  We will discover stories such as Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, Abraham’s family, and Joseph.  
Join us at 6:30 PM.  Pick-up is at 7:15 PM, or your child may stay for fellowship until 8:00 PM.  Don’t miss out on 
this exciting time!

Nursery:
Our nursery is open every Sunday from 10:00 AM –12:00 PM. We love our littles and can’t wait to welcome them, 
care for them, and remind them of something they can never hear too often: Jesus loves you!

Save the dates:
•	 September 12, 26: Pickleball – 9:30-11:00 AM.  

Sign up at ServantOKC.org/events

•	 September 20: Children’s choir begins, Sundays 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

•	 September 25: Family Bingo Night – 5:00-7:00 PM

If you have questions about Servant Kids, contact Chris Ward at cward@churchoftheservant.com.
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Dear Church Family,
We are excited to begin Messy Church at Church of the Servant, and we would love for you to be part of it!

Messy Church is a fun, hands-on worship experience for people of all ages. Families will enjoy dinner together, 
explore Bible stories through creative activities, and learn about God’s love in a relaxed and welcoming environment.  
All ages are welcome!

Messy Church will meet on the second Sunday of each month 
from 5:00–7:00 PM, beginning in October.

There are many ways you can help:
•	 Lead or assist with an activity table
•	 Welcome families as they arrive
•	 Help serve dinner
•	 Assist with set-up or clean-up
•	 Spend time talking, playing, and building relationships with families

You do not have to be a teacher or Bible expert. We simply need people who love God, enjoy helping others, and want 
families to feel welcome. All instructions and supplies will be provided. Please prayerfully consider joining our Messy 
Church team. Together, we can create a place where children and adults can have fun, grow in faith, and experience the 
love of Jesus.

If you would like to volunteer or have questions, please contact Chris Ward, Director of Family Ministries, 
at 405-614-2333, cward@churchoftheservant.com.

Thank you for helping us make church joyfully messy!
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WARM WORLD SCHOOL &
STARBRIGHT (CHILDREN'S DAY OUT)
Back to school means things are buzzing downstairs at Church of the Servant. Students are returning to Starbright 
Children’s Day Out and Warm World School, and the staff members are getting ready with new, exciting ways to learn. 
The Starbright program is for toddlers through two-year-olds who come to play, make crafts, and grow with new 
friends. Warm World School is for three-year-olds through kindergarteners who learn through play, with experiences like 
music, science, dramatic play, and small-group enrichment. 

Starbright and Warm World work together with Church of the Servant staff to provide excellent programs for the 
children in our community. Our main goal is always to be a ministry to the children and families enrolled. Children 
attend a chapel service each week, hosted by the Director of Family Ministries, Chris Ward. They love the Bible stories 
and worship songs created just for their developmental level. We offer opportunities for families to participate in Sun-
day School and church-sponsored family activities. 

Starbright and Warm World programs have ministered to hundreds of families through the years, and we are looking 
forward to welcoming our new classes this fall! For more information about Starbright (CDO), contact Dayna Slater at 
dslater@churchoftheservant.com. For more information about Warm World School, go to warmworld.com.
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It has been a great August as we welcomed students moving up to the Youth program and our recent graduates 
embarking on their next adventures! We are excited to keep this momentum going with some engaging updates for our 
weekly gatherings.

Sunday Mornings:

Join us on Sunday mornings at 11:15 as we dive deeper into Pastor Kyle’s sermon series. We are focusing on relating 
these powerful lessons to the everyday experiences of our youth, helping them find practical ways to live out their faith in 
school, at home, and with friends.  If there is homework or schoolwork that you are needing help with, you can join us for 
lunch after the lesson (if you are a youth and attend youth services we offer lunch for free).

Wednesday Nights:

On Wednesday nights, we invite everyone to come join us for dinner (5:00-6:30 PM).  If you have any homework that you 
need help with, bring it!  We can help either during dinner or during the first 30 minutes of class. Wednesday Night Youth 
meets at 6:30 PM. For our lessons we are beginning an exciting new journey through the Old Testament. We’ll be explor-
ing the foundational stories of our faith and discovering how these ancient texts still speak to us today. It’s a great time 
for discussion, questions, and community.

We look forward to seeing everyone there and growing together in this new season! For more information about Servant 
Youth, contact Greg Lacy at glacy@churchoftheservant.com.

YOUTH AT THE POINT
Monthly Update

Upcoming Events:

•	 October 4th - Clue Camp Gathering 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Join us for an evening of worship, food, and fun!

•	 November 6th - Chili Cook-off & Movie Night
Think your recipe has what it takes to be the best? Have an old family receipt? 
We are inviting everyone to bring their best chili for a chance to win the title of 
"Best Chili of Church of the Servant!" After getting your chili we will have a movie 
on the lawn to watch as a family!
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Have you experienced the death of a loved one?  If so, we invite you to join our Grief Support Group, beginning on Thursday, 
September 10, 2026.  We'll meet in person.  The course will meet each week and continue through November 19, 2026.  We'll 
meet each Thursday afternoon (1:30 - 3:00 PM) in the Library at Church of the Servant.  The facilitators will be Mary Garrett 
and Marge Carmichael.

Perhaps it was just recently that you experienced the loss of a loved one...or maybe you've been on your journey of grief for a 
long time.  Either way, we think you'll find it quite helpful to connect with others and benefit from mutual support.  We utilize 
the GriefShare curriculum, which is Christian-based.  There's a helpful video each time, and there's always plenty of time for 
sharing and discussion.  There's no cost for the course, and each participant will receive a complimentary workbook.

If you'd like to register for the group, just call 405-728-4738 and speak to Vicki Roberds, our Coordinator of Care Ministries.  
Or you can email her at vroberds@churchoftheservant.com.  Registration never closes, so you can join us for any or all of the 
meetings, and it's never too late to sign up.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
OPENS ITS DOORS!
Our mission partner, Ronald McDonald House Oklahoma City, is opening its 
beautiful new home just down the street from Church of the Servant! Join the celebration at 
the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony and Open House on Wednesday, September 23, at 9:00 AM.

For families with seriously ill or injured children receiving medical care, Ronald McDonald 
House provides a welcoming place to stay, rest, and find support during a difficult time. We 
are grateful for our partnership with this incredible ministry and excited to celebrate this 
milestone with them.

If you're available, we encourage you to attend the open house and see this wonderful new 
facility firsthand. Shuttles will be running from our church parking lot. 

The CONNECT   |    September 2026 15

mailto:vroberds%40churchoftheservant.com?subject=


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITYPenn Avenue Redemption NOVEMBER 12
Church of the Servant will be providing a chili meal for CJAMM/
Redemption Mission, 1320 N. Penn Ave, on Thursday, November 12. 
We will feed the prison group, their companions, along with Exodus 
House and volunteers. Sign-up will begin October 25. We will need 
chili, fixings, paper goods, dessert, or simply volunteer your time.

If you plan on serving, please arrive on site November 12 by 4:45 
PM. Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM and wrap up around 6:20 PM. 
Worship will begin immediately following.

For questions, contact Donna Powell at 405-637-6490 
or okiepowell@yahoo.com.
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Earthglow
GIFT SHOP

Football season is here, and Earthglow has everything you need to make your tailgate or watch party a WIN! 
OU & OSU napkins, serving dishes & decorations will show off your team spirit! Plus, stock up on our delicious dip 
mixes, chicken salad mixes, chili seasonings & grilling seasonings — perfect for game-day entertaining! Come see us 
at Earthglow and get ready to cheer, entertain & EAT! 

GET YOUR GAME DAY ON AT EARTHGLOW

On Sunday, October 11, the Earthglow Gift Shop will celebrate its 50th anniversary! 
Since it was founded in 1976, Earthglow has donated $1,076,000 to local missions. 
Our volunteers cordially invite you to plan to join us after the 10:00 worship service 
for a reception in the Courtyard to celebrate this milestone!

EARTHGLOW 50th ANNIVERSARY
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BLESS OUR SCHOOLS

What a blessing it was to see our congregation come together to support the teachers 
and staff at Spring Creek! Thank you to everyone who participated in our Bless Our 
Teacher boxes ministry.

Because of your generosity and participation, all 40 teacher boxes were filled! In addition, 
25 families brought snacks to stock the Spring Creek teacher lounge. Your kindness 
provided much-needed teacher supplies, delicious treats, and, most importantly, a 
reminder to the teachers and staff that they are appreciated, valued, and being prayed for.

The principals and staff were incredibly appreciative of the donations. Your generosity 
was a wonderful way to show God's love and encouragement to the people who pour so 
much into the lives of our children every day.

And the blessing doesn't stop there! Our September Fish Fund offering will go toward 
Bless Our Schools. These funds will be used throughout the school year to continue 
encouraging the teachers and staff at Spring Creek. We hope to provide special treats, 
supplies, and other expressions of appreciation while letting them know that our church 
family continues to care about them and lift them up in prayer.

Thank you for being a congregation that looks for ways to serve, encourage, and bless 
our community. Together, we can make a difference—not only by meeting practical needs, 
but by reminding our local educators that they are seen, valued, and loved.

Bless Our Teachers: Thank You, Church Family!

Thank you for helping us Bless Our Teachers and Bless Our Schools!
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Our Fish Fund for September 2026 will go to support:

BLESS OUR SCHOOLS
Supporting local teachers, students, and classrooms.

This September, our Fish Fund will support Bless Our Schools, a ministry that comes 
alongside local teachers and students by providing much-needed classroom supplies, 
encouragement, and practical care.

At Church of the Servant, we believe teachers make a lasting difference in the lives of 
children every day. Through Bless Our Schools, we have the opportunity to show our 
appreciation and help equip classrooms with items that may otherwise come from a 
teacher’s own pocket.

All gifts placed in the fish baskets or designated “Fish” or “Bless Our Schools” during 
the month of September will support this meaningful ministry. Every gift—large or 
small—helps bless local schools and reminds teachers and students that their 
community is cheering them on.

Thank you for your generosity and for helping us share God’s love in our local schools.

We invite you to prayerfully consider giving to the mission’s Fish Fund this September. 
Your generosity helps ensure this long-standing, life-giving ministry continues to nourish 
both bodies and spirits in our community. Give by filling out the donation form 
at ServantOKC.org/fishfund.
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Have you heard the story about the man walking down the beach 
very early one morning. He is puzzled as he sees a young boy in the 
distance bending over, picking up and throwing something into the 
ocean. It is then that he notices the large swath of starfish that have 
washed onto the beach. When he reaches the boy he realizes he is 
throwing some of the starfish back into the water. He says to the child, 
“there are so many, throwing these few back won’t make a difference.” 
The boy looks up at the man undaunted, and while throwing a starfish 
back in says, “Well, made a difference for that one!”

Church of the Servant’s Whiz Kids site is proud to have been making a 
HUGE difference in the life of 100s of children over the last 16 years. 
As we begin our 17th year, please pray about joining us! We are still in 
need of tutors and subs.

While it is overwhelming to think of all the woes children in our 
community face today, you can make a positive difference in the life 
story of a child. The positive ripples of that one difference can change 
the world, one life at a time.....

A child is waiting for you to say yes!

Contact Cindy Fast for information: 
(405) 204-6521 or cfast@churchoftheservant.com

WHIZ KIDS WHIZ KIDS 
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CHURCH OF THE SERVANT

LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE

Fall will begin soon, but you would never know it with the triple-digit temperatures. However, regardless of the heat, fall 
excitement has already started at Church of the Servant. I always look forward to this time of year, when our church is 
alive with new Bible studies, youth programs, Wednesday night dinners, and many other weekly activities. You will be 
hearing a lot of buzz about Messy Church! Pastor Nathan Oney will soon share details about this new, exciting Family 
Ministry program. 

Lainney and I joined Church of the Servant 41 years ago. Our two children were baptized here and helped raised by our 
loving church family. We have been blessed in countless ways through ministry and the many close friendships we’ve 
developed. Throughout the years, we’ve seen our church flourishing, and have also been a part of our struggles. No 
matter what season our church was in, one defining beacon is that God has always been present and has a plan for the 
life of our church. Just as our name indicates, we are all servants and play an instrumental part in the ministry and 
outreach of our church. We are the hands and feet of God. 

Despite the obstacles associated with COVID and our church vote, difficult situations tend to unify people around a 
common goal. I’ve seen a number of people, including myself, who were once “sitting on the bench.” However, when the 
opportunity presented itself to step up when other members left, they are now actively involved in all types of ministries. 
Our church is beginning to see the fruits of our labor from everyone’s love, prayers, and discipleship.

So how can you become a part of this contagious excitement? Our Ministry Fair offered numerous opportunities to get 
plugged into a variety of outstanding ministries. Two new Ministry Teams are launching soon: a Congregational Care 
team and a Media and Communications Team. Forms are also available at the entrances to the Celebration Center to 
nominate Servant members to serve in leadership, on the Nominations Committee, Servant Foundation, and Leadership 
Team. The Nominations Committee will begin meeting in the second half of September. An approved report will be taken 
to our Church Conference on November 8th for final approval.

God is leading Church of the Servant, and as members, we are all blessed beyond measure. Share those blessings by 
finding the ministry right for you and being a Servant.

Dean Smith
Church of the Servant Leadership Team

Church of the Servant’s Leadership Team governs the congregation's work and ministry. 
The Leadership Team has scheduled monthly meetings. 

All Leadership Team meetings are open to the public. For more information about the 
Leadership Team, go to  ServantOKC.org/leadership-team.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

TOGETHER, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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MINISTRY & MISSION FAIR

NOMINATE A SERVANT LEADER
We’re receiving nominations for church leadership! You can find leadership nomination forms at the entrances to the 
Celebration Center. If you know of a member of Church of the Servant who you believe the nominating committee should 
consider, please share their name, the committee they would be a good fit for, and why you’re nominating them! The 2027 
slate of leaders will be presented for approval at our annual Church Conference on November 8th! 

We are looking for individuals to serve on three formal committees:
•	 Leadership Team: Provide overall strategic visioning and leadership of the church
•	 Servant Foundation: Stewardship of Church of the Servant financial investments
•	 Nominations & Leadership Development: Recruit and prepare leaders

If you know of an individual who would be a good servant leader on one of these committees, please fill out the form and 
turn it into the church office or place it in the offering basket. We look forward to seeing who the Spirit guides towards 
leadership here at Church of the Servant in the coming year!
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Church of the Servant
14343 North MacArthur Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73142-9725

Follow Us!

@ServantOKC

WORSHIP TIME 

SUNDAYS at 10:00 AM

LIVESTREAM
Sundays at 10:00 AM

servantokc.online.church
Facebook.com/ServantOKC
YouTube.com/@ServantOKC

CONTACT US
14343 N MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

ServantOKC.org
(405) 721-4141

A United Methodist Congregation


