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Announcements 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

E a s t e r  S u n d a y    A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 2 6  

Elders’ Meeting 
Tuesday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Night 
This Wednesday, we’ll have Beef Stew for supper at 5:30 
p.m., Adventure Club at 6:20, Youth at 6:30, and Bible Study 
at 6:45. Sign up in the hall for suppers! 
 

New Sunday School Class 
On April 12, Tom Keller will begin a new Sunday School 
class, “What Is Theology?” He will explore the topic and 
discuss why we should even study it. His class meets in the 
overhang section of the gym. 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Crochet Club 
Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m., Youth House. All welcome! 
 

Senior Saints’ Lunch 
The Senior Saints will go to Benny’s Coastal Kitchen in Hil-
ton Head on Tuesday, April 21. Sign up and meet at the 
church at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Women of Light Spring Conference 
April 24-25 

This 2 day event will focus our thoughts on God’s Faithful-
ness. Make plans to attend, and invite your women friends. 
Our speakers are Cindy Dimmitt, Linnea Posner, and Mary 
Ann Tarver. There will also be a panel discussion, open for 
questions! Sign the list in the hall asap, so we have 
enough food and materials. 
Friday, April 24, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (with dinner) 
Saturday, April 25, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (with lunch) 

Continued on p. 4 

Scan this QR 
code and  

download our 
app to your  

favorite device. 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com


2  

E a s t e r  S u n d a y    A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 2 6  
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Luke 24:1-7 
Pew Bible p. 884 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Greeting 
(When singing begins, please make your way to your seats and sing along!) 

 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. 
Because He lives, all fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Hymn #137, bulletin p. 6 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tom Keller 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
Pew Bible p. 688 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 7-8 
“Revelation Song” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 15:33-16:8 

Taylor Pelton 
Pew Bible p. 853 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 9-11 
“It Was Finished upon that Cross” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Don’t Miss the Resurrection 
Easter, 2026 

Various Scriptures 
 

Communion 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 12 
“Worthy Is the Lamb” 
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A . M .  N o t e s  
Don’t Miss the Resurrection 
Easter 2026 
 
Matthew 26:14-16  
 
Numbers 22:1-8  
 
Numbers 22:12-13  
 
Numbers 22:15-17  
 
 
 
They both tried to unite the service of God and money and met with failure. 
 
 
 
 
 
Both Balaam and Judas had received great light and had enjoyed great privileges; 
but a single cherished sin poisoned the character of each and caused their destruc-
tion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just one cherished sin will, little by little, debase your character, bringing all the 
powers and abilities you may possess into subjection to evil desire. This opens the 
way for Satan to come and lead us astray.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There’s a way that seems right to man, but the ends thereof are the ways of death. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 27:50-54 
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Continued from p. 1 

U 
npopular but necessary thought: If you are blessed to have a good, faithful 
minister of the word he has spent a good deal of time this week preparing 
to minister that word to you this coming Lord’s Day. So here’s a question 

for anyone who professes to take their faith seriously: what preparations are you 
making to be ready to be ministered to? Or is Sunday worship just an afterthought, 
the thing that takes up Sunday but that really is not a focus at all of your attention? 
Will you be tired from all the “fun” you have on Saturday? Will you be bleary eyed 
and fuzzy brained from too little sleep? Mind taken up with the movie you saw? No 
Word having been read, no prayer engaged in? Well, God, being so gracious, often 
blesses us despite all of that, but oh, how different it would be if we prepared! 
What a blessing it would be for your pastor if you arrived for services prepared 
and expectant, with an obedient heart and a ready mind! And how much your own 
soul needs that time after a week of warfare with the world! Just some thoughts as 
we head toward the Lord’s Day. 

Dr. James White 

 

Trip Info from Tom 
 

Museum of the Bible 
This trip on May 4-6, 2026, is finalized. Travelers, you may get an itinerary from 
Tom or Dawn.  
 

Caribbean Cruise 
We have 27 people committed to the January 2027 Cruise. We have used 14 of the 
20 rooms. There are only six rooms left! If you are still thinking about going, let 
Tom know ASAP so you will be in the same area on the ship as the rest of the 
group.  
 

Belgium 
Tom spoke  with Ralph and Elaine Elliot about Ferguson coming to Belgium to 
support their ministry. They expressed interest with excitement. Please begin to 
pray for this trip as it is organized. Also, begin to pray to see if God would want 
you to take a step of faith to support the ministry in Belgium. The plan is to go next 
April 2027. As God leads us with the details, Tom will pass them on to us. You 
will need a Passport. It will be less than two weeks, and you will not need a Visa. 
Ticket prices (now) are $922 round trip. Sign the list in the hall if you would like to 
go! 
 
 
Quarterly Members’ Meeting 
Our Quarterly Members’ Meeting is scheduled for April 26. Time will be an-
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April: 
5  Easter Breakfast 8:45 a.m. 
5  Easter Morning Worship with Communion 10:00 a.m. 
7  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
14  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
18  Crochet Club 10:00 a.m. 
21  Senior Saints’ Lunch: Benny’s Coastal Kitchen, HHI 10:00 a.m. 
24-25 Women of Light Spring Conference TBA 
26  Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 
 

May: 
2  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Laws and Fowlers 11:00 a.m. 
4-6  Train Trip to Washington, DC  
5  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
12  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
15  Senior Adult Spring Picnic TBA 
17  After Church Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 
19  Election Day 
20  Adventure Club Last Day 
25  Memorial Day; Office Closed 
28  Wedding Shower for Brooke Illsley (Cole Morris) 7:00 p.m. 
30  Men’s Fifth Saturday Breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
 

June: 
2  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
6  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover, 
  Kay Stanford, Dean McCraw 11:00 a.m. 
9  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
10  VBS Work Night 6:00 p.m. 
11  Young Adult Social TBA 
13-19 D3 
17  VBS Work Night 7:00 p.m. 
22-26 VBS 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Save these dates:  Children’s Camp:  July 27 through 30 
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Articles 
God’s Plan to Redeem the Earth 
By Randy Alcorn 
 
 The entire physical universe was created for God’s glory. When we rebelled, the 
universe fell under the weight of our sin. Yet God did not give up on us. 
 The serpent’s seduction of Adam and Eve did not catch God by surprise. He had 
in place a plan by which He would redeem mankind—and all creation—from sin, 
corruption, and death. Just as He promises to make men and women new, He 
promises to renew the earth itself. 
 

“‘As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘so will your name and descendants endure’” (Isaiah 66:22). 
 
“In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
the home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13). 
 
“I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away” (Rev 21:1). 

 
 Many other passages allude to the New Heavens and New Earth without using 
those terms. God’s redemptive plan culminates not at the return of Christ, nor in 
the millennial kingdom, but on the New Earth. Only then will all wrongs be made 
right. Only then will there be no more death, crying, or pain (Rev 21:1-4). 
 Consider this: If God’s plan were merely to take mankind to the intermediate 
Heaven, or to a Heaven that was the dwelling place of spirit beings, there would be 
no need for New Heavens and a New Earth. Why refashion the stars of the heav-
ens and the continents of the earth? God could simply destroy His original creation 
and put it all behind Him. But He doesn’t do that. Upon creating the heavens and 
the earth, He called it “very good” (Gen 1:31). Not once has He renounced His 
claim on what He made. 
 God isn’t going to abandon His creation. He’s going to restore it. Earth’s destruc-
tion will not be permanent but temporary. Just as our destroyed bodies will be 
raised as new bodies, the destroyed Earth will be raised as a New Earth. We won’t 
go to Heaven and leave Earth behind. Rather, God will bring Heaven and Earth 
together into the same dimension, with no wall of separation, no armed angels to 
guard Heaven’s perfection from sinful mankind (Gen 3:24). God’s perfect plan is “to 
bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Eph 1:10). 
 God has never given up on His original creation. Yet somehow we’ve managed 
to overlook an entire biblical vocabulary that makes this point clear. 
 Reconcile. Redeem. Restore. Recover. Return. Renew. Regenerate. Resurrect. Each of 
these biblical words begins with the re- prefix, suggesting a return to an original 
condition that was ruined or lost. For example, redemption means to buy back what 
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was formerly owned. Similarly, reconciliation means the restoration or re-
establishment of a prior friendship or unity. Renewal means to make new again, 
restoring to an original state. Resurrection means becoming physically alive again, 
after death. 
 These words emphasize that God always sees us in light of what He intended us 
to be, and He always seeks to restore us to that design. Likewise, He sees the earth 
in terms of what He intended it to be, and He seeks to restore it to its original de-
sign. 
 In his excellent book Creation Regained, Albert Wolters writes, “[God] hangs on to 
his fallen original creation and salvages it. He refuses to abandon the work of his 
hands—in fact he sacrifices his own Son to save his original project. Humankind 
which has botched its original mandate and the whole creation along with it, is giv-
en another chance in Christ; we are reinstated as God’s managers on earth. The 
original good creation is to be restored.” 
 If God had wanted to consign Adam and Eve to Hell and start over, He could 
have. But He didn’t. Instead, He chose to redeem what He started with—the heav-
ens, the earth, and mankind—to bring them back to His original purpose. God is 
the ultimate salvage artist. He loves to restore things—and make them even better. 
 “Ruined sinners to reclaim.” This phrase from the hymn “Hallelujah, What a Sav-
ior!” reflects God’s purpose in our salvation. Reclaim is another re- word. It recog-
nizes that God had a prior claim on humanity that was temporarily lost but is fully 
restored and taken to a new level in Christ. “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). God has never surrendered His title 
deed to the earth. He owns it—and He will not relinquish it to His enemies. In fact, 
Scripture tells us that “the reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s 
work” (1 John 3:8). 
 Note that it says Christ came not to destroy the world (which is his world) but to 
destroy the devil’s works, which are to twist and pervert and ruin the world God 
made. Redemption will forever destroy the work of the devil by removing his hold 
on creation and by reversing the consequences. Far from destroying the world, 
God’s plan is to keep it from being destroyed by Satan. God’s plan is to remove the 
destruction that has already been inflicted on it. His plan is to redeem the world. 
God placed mankind on Earth to fill it, rule it, and develop it to God’s glory. But 
that plan has never been fulfilled. Should we therefore conclude that God’s plan 
was ill-conceived, thwarted, or abandoned? No. These conclusions do not fit the 
character of an all-knowing, all-wise, sovereign God. Second Peter 3 does not teach 
that God will destroy the earth and  
then be done with it. Rather, it promises that God will renew Heaven and Earth. 
 God is not some hapless inventor whose creation failed. He has a masterful plan, 
and He will not surrender us or the earth to the trash heap. 
 
That makes me want to thank Him right now.  
 Dear God, expand our view of your greatness so that we may gain an apprecia-
tion for the greatness of your redemptive work. Thank you that you did not aban-
don us to Hell, but that you loved us enough to shed your divine blood to rescue us 
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and our planet. Thank you that we have a future, and that Earth—from which you 
formed us, and over which you made us to rule—also has a future. Help us to an-
ticipate that future today. and may our anticipation affect the decisions we make. 
We ask these things in the great name of our Redeemer, Jesus, the Lord of the 
earth.  
 
 

Who Wants to Live Forever? 
by Reuben Bredenhof  
 
 But when the time comes to face the final enemy that is Death, Christians have a 
marvelous confidence: our life in Christ will never end. At the moment of death, 
our souls will be taken up to him. 
 And that’s only the beginning. For the Bible looks beyond death to the full resto-
ration of body and soul. The Apostles’ Creed teaches us to confess, “I believe in 
the resurrection of the body.” As Christ says in John 5:28-29, “An hour is coming 
when all who are in their tombs will hear my voice and come out.” 
 Jesus showed the truth of this during his ministry.  
 His friend Lazarus had become sick and died. Jesus was a long time in coming, 
and when He arrived, already four days had passed. Many Jews believed that the 
soul remained near the body for three days, and cherished the hope that it might 
yet return. But after three days, a person was completely and irrevocably dead. 
 On the fourth day, impossibly late, Jesus appears at Lazarus’ tomb. He simply 
speaks, “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus does come out of his resting place, 
grave clothes and all. Alive in Christ! 
 In a similar way, on Judgment Day all those who are dead will hear Jesus’ voice. 
Hearing him, they will come out of their resting places, whether in the ground or in 
the sea, or wherever. And those who believe in Christ will live in blessedness for-
ever.  
 Even if we die before the return of the Lord, our flesh, raised by the power of 
Christ, shall be reunited with our souls. For those who know the only true God, 
and Christ as Lord and Saviour, this is a sure hope and eternal comfort.  
 Do you want to live forever? Put your faith in him! 
 Read: John 11:1-44 
 Prayer: LORD God, thank you for Christ’s power over death. By his resurrection, 
his believers may be raised up, perfectly restored, and live forever. Help me to 
always fix my hope on him! Amen.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 
Team Expansion - South Asia 

 March has been a full month, bringing both exciting opportunities and unex-
pected challenges. One of the biggest changes has been moving into a new home 
with strong potential for future work and growth. While I’m grateful for this space, 
the transition has also come with added responsibilities, and adjusting to managing 
and maintaining a home on my own has felt overwhelming at times. 
 I also traveled to my second city to reconnect with local partners and hear up-
dates on their house groups. During this time, we 
completed the second half of the Kingdom Business 
training. It was my first time facilitating this portion, 
and I was thankful for experienced partners who 
joined to support with teaching and translation. It 
was especially encouraging to hear how partici-
pants are applying the biblical principles taught to 
their business plans and seeking to use their work 
to see God’s Kingdom grow in their communities. 
 I am currently waiting on several important documents to be processed, includ-
ing my government registration and ID card, both of which have taken longer than 
expected. There is also a pending form from my landlord needed for completion. 
(She finally did get this.) Please pray for favor and that these applications will be 
completed and approved in the coming weeks. 
 Overall, I’m grateful for this new season and all that God is continuing to build, 
even as I navigate the challenges along the way.  
 

New House for Launching More Work 
 Since last year, I’ve been searching for a home 
that could also serve as a space for an office, have 
guest rooms, and a place to host cultural workshops 
and monthly prayer gatherings. After several 
months of looking and returning on a longer-term 
visa, I’m grateful that God provided a house within 
my budget that has the space needed for these pur-
poses. 
 The transition has come with some challenges. 
After moving in, I discovered a plumbing issue 
causing leaks within the walls, and the house also 
needed basic installations like fans and AC units. 
I’ve been able to install the AC unit from my previ-
ous home along with fans in each room, and with 
the help of local workers and friends connecting me 
to them, many of the initial issues have been addressed. I will still need to purchase 
additional AC units for the remaining rooms as the summer heat approaches. 
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 Despite these challenges, I’m very thankful for this space and its potential for 
hosting and being a place to build a sense of community for both business and oth-
er work that I'm excited to invest in.  
 

Completing the KB Training 
 It was great to return to my second city and complete the second half of the 
Kingdom Business training with our local partners who traveled from around their 
state to complete the training. For some of these guys (or couples) they are the 
only believers in their villages and they are launching study groups to share more 
with seekers in their communities. For others they have shared and seen responses 
and are now hosting the only fellowships in their communities.   
 It’s special to host trainings as a way to bring them all together and hear the testi-
monies of opportunities they have to share as well as to pray with, encourage, and 
teach them new principles and strategies to share with more people. It’s also great 
when their wives join in the trainings and also get a sense of fellowship to encour-
age each other. Through this training we were able to teach Biblical principles for 
running businesses and how to use business as a way to make new connections 
and share with more people. It was so encouraging to get feedback from the partic-
ipants about all they learned and how they plan to apply these principles into their 
work to have more opportunities to witness and share with their communities.  
 

Team Building 
 We’ve recently connected with another friend in my second city who is wanting 
to work with us to facilitate cultural workshops for travelers who visit there. My 
friend S has already agreed to facilitate workshops for us in my city and so this 
month we had our first group gathering all together to pray, dream, and talk 
through what these workshops can and should look like for our guests.   
 We also traveled as a group to Agra to attend artisan workshops with another 
company there to get an idea of how groups are running similar concepts in other 
cities. It was extremely beneficial for us as a team to do these classes together and 
discuss what our own experiences should look like and how we can use these clas-
ses to build bridges between travelers and local families in a meaningful way that 
also creates space for deeper conversations and connections.   
 I’m thankful for the ways God is guiding and leading us in our business plans and 
for the ways that we hope this business will be a blessing to both travelers and lo-
cals who we work with.   
 

Praise Points: 
• I’m thankful for being able to shift to the new house and all the potential it has 

for work going forward. I'm especially looking forward to being able to host 
events and guests and have space to build community and share openly about 
how God is working throughout our cities.  

• I’m thankful that we had a tour booked for Agra last month that went well and 
that we have another one coming in late April as well as an inquiry for July.  

• I’m thankful for our local partners and their work to attend and complete 
homework for the KB training and for how God is moving among that group of 
partners to grow his Kingdom in the villages where our partners live.  
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Nursery April 5 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Jan DeLoach, 
Kayla Duero 

Toddlers: 
Cindy Dimmitt, Rebekah Helmick 

Preschoolers: 
Rachel Beatty, Amy Keller 

 
 

Nursery April 12 
Babies: 

Lynn Ernst, Jeanie Groover, 
Beth Lewis 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Avalon DeLoach, Stacey Kelly 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 
Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 
message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 
church membership, please see any of 

the pastors after the service,  
drop a note in the foyer offering box 
indicating your desire to talk with a  

pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the  

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

• I’m thankful to be in a new neigh-
borhood with the opportunity to 
meet and engage in building 
friendships with new neighbors 
and seek for opportunities to share 
with them.   

 

Prayer Points: 
• Please pray for all my legal paper-

work to be approved quickly with-
out issues. Pray that my landlord 
would file the needed form and 
that it will speed up the processing 
of the other applications that are 
pending.  

• Please pray for more clients for our 
company. Pray that people will 
reach out wanting to book trips 
with us and that locals already here 
might be interested in booking for 
cultural workshops.  

• Please pray for good connections 
with new neighbors at my new 
house and for opportunities to 
build friendships and share with 
them.  

• Please pray for additional funding 
needed for both monthly and one-
time gifts for business and ongoing 
needs. Pray that God would pro-
vide new monthly partners as well 
as special gifts to help us get what 
we need for the business so it can 
be a stronger way to invest in 
Kingdom Work.   

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for April: Jimmy Kicklighter, Napoleon Martin 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
 

Adult 
Questions & Answers Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
Daniel Youth House: Steve Posner 
What Is Theology? Gym Overflow: Tom Keller 
 

Children and Students 
Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24: Lynn Ernst, Savannah Martin 
Pre-K Room 25:  Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Jess Dimmitt, Karen Law 
Youth Guys & Girls Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion, 
   Avalon DeLoach 

 
 
 

Today 
Breakfast 8:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Tuesday 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 11:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 6:15 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 6:15 p.m. 
Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday 
Supper: Beef Stew 5:30 p.m. 
Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study: Practical Sanctification 6:45 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study: Isaiah 10:00 a.m. 

Hearing assistance devices for services in the sanctuary are available on request at 
the sound booth. 


