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“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. 
Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not 
missions, because God is ultimate, not man.” 

John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! (1993) 
 

Announcements 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 2 6  

NO Senior Adult Lunch 

No Senior Adult Lunch together this month. 
 

Adventure Club Kick-off and Wednesday Night Suppers 
Our Wednesday Night suppers will resume on this Wednes-
day, August 19. This is also the night for the Adventure 
Club Kick-Off. We’re serving Chicken Fingers. The prices 
remain quite economical at $3.00 for those 13 and up, $2.00 
for those 4 to 12, and kids 3 and under are free! Sign up! 
Supper starts at 5:30 p.m., Adventure Club starts at 6:20 
p.m., Youth begins at 6:30 p.m. and Adult Bible Study be-
gins at 6:45 p.m. Everything wraps up before 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Wednesday Night Volunteers for August: 
Setup & Servers (report at 4:00 p.m.): 
 Wesley Rhodes, Janice Stanford 
Dishwashers (report at 6:15 p.m) 
 Jan Boyett, Dawn Stanford 
Cleanup Crew (report at 6:20 p.m.) 
 Emmett & Katherine Copeland 
 
 
Back to School Bash 
Shawn Champion is organizing a Back to School Bash for 
those now in grades 7 through 12, Saturday, August 22. 
See Shawn for details! 
 

Home Fellowships 
Home Fellowships are scheduled for Sunday, August 23. 
Dawn has all the host homes needed and will send out 
home assignments in this week’s Big Thursday Email and 
put them in next week’s bulletin. 
 

Continued on p. 4 

Scan this QR 
code and  

download our 
app to your  

favorite device. 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 2 6  
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

1 Peter 2:24 
Pew Bible p. 1015 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Greeting 
(When singing begins, please make your way to your seats and sing along!) 

 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made, that the Lord hath made; 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord hath made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made. 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Hymn #477, bulletin p. 5 
“At Calvary” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tom Keller 
Psalm 130:1-4 

Pew Bible p. 518 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“Christus Victor” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 

Dean McCraw 
Pew Bible pp. 557-558 

 

Hymn #393, bulletin p. 8 
“May the Mind of Christ my Savior” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 
The Wedding Feast 

Matthew #142 
Matthew 22:1-14, Pew Bible p. 827 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 9 
“Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible” 
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A . M .  N o t e s  

The Wedding Feast 
Matthew #142 
Matthew 22:1-14  
 
The main point of the Parable of the Wedding Feast is that those invited, like the 
Pharisees, will not participate in the marriage feast, while others will.  
 
 
 
The context of this parable is the ministry of John the Baptizer.  
Matthew 21:24-26 and Matthew 21:43-46  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consequently, the king was angry; and he sent his armies and destroyed those murder-
ers, and burned their city (Matthew 22:7) their rejection of the kingdom offer resulted 
in the destruction of the murderers (the leadership of Israel) and their city 
(Jerusalem) because they that were invited (the generation to whom Jesus came) 
were not worthy (Matthew 22:8). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the parable, the wedding garment symbolizes righteousness through salvation. 
From the beginning, God provided a covering for our sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anyone who wants to approach God and participate in the wedding feast must rely 
on God’s provision of righteousness and not on his own. 



4  

Continued from p. 1 

August: 
19  Wednesday Supper and Adventure Club Kickoff 5:30 p.m. 
22  Back to School Bash See Shawn C. 
23  Home Fellowships 6:00 p.m. 
29  Men’s Fifth Saturday Breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
 

September: 
1  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
5  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Wise and Donaldson families 11:00 a.m. 
8  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
20  After Church Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 
24  Life Line Health Screening in the Fellowship Hall 
 

October: 
1  Cruise payment due  
3  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Youth & Young Adults 11:00 a.m. 
6  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
11  Communion in Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
13  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
18  Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 
23  Pro-life Speakers with dinner  6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
28  Fall Festival 6:00 p.m. 
31  Men’s Fifth Saturday Breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
31  Homecoming Work Day 8:45 a.m. 

Men’s Fifth Saturday Breakfast 
The next Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday, August 29. This begins at 7:15 a.m. with 
a hearty breakfast followed by great teaching and fellowship. Signup sheet is in the 
hall! 
 

Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission 
Tom Keller will teach and serve lunch at the Old Savannah City Mission on Satur-
day, September 5. The Wise and Donaldson families are scheduled to help. If you 
would like to help now or later, contact Janice Donaldson. 

Attention Cruisers! 
Those going on the cruise must submit their full payment by  

October 1!  
Make checks out to FABC and put “January Cruise” in the memo. 
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Save the Date! 
 

Friday, October 23      6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Our traditional Fall Women of Light event is extended to women and men 
because this is a topic for everyone! 

We will hear the testimony of Dr. C. J. Wheeler, a former abortionist,  
now a pro-life advocate. Paula Kinard from Empower SAV, the local pro-life 

women’s help center our church supports will also speak.  
There will be a meal and tickets are only $10. 

Registration is required and will be live online and via signup sheet soon. 
Please invite friends, family, and folks from other churches.  

Invitations to hand out are coming, also. 
(No childcare provided) 
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Articles 
The Comfort of Surrender 
By Grace Thomas 
 
 I sat alone in the hospital, sad and discouraged. After a shocking family loss, I 
was devastated and struggling. I didn’t know when I’d get discharged or what the 
future would hold.  
 Spending time in that hospital made me rethink my priorities. Being out of con-
trol was uncomfortable and scary. I had no calendar or cellphone to keep me on 
track for the week.  
 Yet during that time, the Lord taught me an important lesson. 
 
The Illusion of Control 
 I struggled with control because I wanted to manage every detail. If something 
was unplanned, I worried. Yet Jesus commands us to “not be anxious about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matt 
6:34). 
 This was hard to put into practice. At the hospital I couldn’t keep my mind busy.  
One morning I walked through the halls, peering through various rooms. I noticed 
a small library and picked out a blue NASB Bible. Although everything around me 
was uncertain, I knew God’s Word would provide comfort.  
 
Demonstrating Self-Control 
 When I think about what it means to be in control, I’m reminded of Joseph’s sto-
ry. Despite being sold into slavery and imprisoned, Joseph surrendered control to 
God. In Genesis 43, we read that Joseph was overwhelmed by emotion after see-
ing his brother Benjamin after many years. Instead of lashing out in anger, howev-
er, he controlled himself (vv. 31–32). 
 Later, in Genesis 45:1, Joseph struggled to control himself when he saw all his 
brothers, who had mistreated him. Although Joseph did express his emotions, he 
also treated his brothers with kindness. This was a tense moment with others 
standing by, so he asked everyone to leave and wept so loudly that the Egyptians 
and the household of Pharaoh heard his cries. 
 As a powerful ruler, Joseph could have handled the situation with his brothers 
differently. Often, when there is something wrong, we want to get angry and lash 
out at others. Joseph did the opposite. He told them not to be grieved or angry, 
then pointed to the sovereignty and plan of God, which preserved his life (Gen 
45:5). When unfavorable circumstances arise in our lives, we can give our emo-
tions to God and treat others, even unkind people, with self-control. Joseph later 
led Egypt safely through the seven-year famine, ultimately saving both his family 
and the nation. No matter how challenging our circumstances may seem, God is in 
control. 



 11 

 Joseph’s actions were in sharp contrast to those of others around him. His broth-
ers lacked self-control and threw Joseph into a pit to satisfy their own desires. Pot-
iphar’s wife couldn’t control her sexual urges and made inappropriate advances 
toward Joseph. We can learn from this example and trust God with the unfortu-
nate events in our lives. Even bad situations can be redeemed to encourage others. 
 
Looking Outwards  
 During my stay, I was so consumed by my worries that I didn’t notice the needs 
of others. But towards the end of my visit, I looked around and saw many hurting 
people. One morning, I noticed an older woman sitting alone in a chair and slowly 
approached her. 
 “Hi, what’s your name?”  
 She looked up with sunken eyes. 
 “Christine.” 
 She nodded her head and went on to describe her situation. She frantically 
asked me for help with the phone and contacting her family. When she got really 
distressed, I sat down next to her, looked her in the eyes, and assured her every-
thing would be okay. When she asked me to pray for her, I put my hand on her 
shoulder and slowly prayed for her health.  
 We can’t always control our circumstances, but we can control our re-
sponse. We can cry out to the Lord and point others to Jesus, knowing we don’t 
have to worry about tomorrow because he is in control. 
 
Don’t Boast in Tomorrow  
 Now that I’m home, I’m still learning the lesson of control. On this side of heav-
en, we don’t know what each day holds. I’m slowly learning to trust God with each 
day, hour, and moment.  
 As I reflect on this visit, I can say God used it for good. Although it was a hard 
stay, I see how God continues to use difficult circumstances to bring us closer to 
him and encourage us to surrender control. We never know what another day may 
hold, and it’s unwise to boast about tomorrow. 
 

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit’— yet you do not know what to-
morrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that’” (James 4:13-15). 

 
 Our lives are so short. Ultimately, each life is a mist that comes and goes. In-
stead of trusting in our own strength, we can trust God and his perfect will. So of-
ten I rely on myself and don’t ask for the Lord’s blessing and strength. 
 When I walked through those hospital halls, I was keenly aware of my needs. I 
needed food, medication, and counsel to stay stable. Yet God asks us to trust him 
in every area of our lives and not lean on our own understanding (Prov 3:5-6). Will 
you surrender control to the Lord? 
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Consider 
 What might it look like for you to surrender control? I appreciate Samantha 
Decker’s words from her book Unhurried: 
 

“When we hand over the little control we think we have to an almighty God, we 
gain the freedom and the peace he intends for us” (148). 

 
 We can trust God to handle our problems. Like a patient trusts a doctor, we can 
trust God to provide spiritual comfort for our hearts. 
 As Jesus began his earthly ministry, he repeatedly demonstrated he was in con-
trol, and we can still trust his sovereignty today. We can trust him when we hear 
the birds chirping in the distance or the flowers dancing in the wind (Matt 6:26-
28). 
 There is comfort in knowing that Jesus did not simply offer his Word, but he 
came down in the flesh and experienced hardship and pain, too. He faced waves 
of emotions yet was always in control. 
 What does this look like for us? Surrender is a heart posture that recognizes 
God’s sovereign hand in everything—whether we’re like Joseph, standing in a 
courtroom overwhelmed by emotion, or lying in a hospital bed alone and afraid. 
For me, surrender comes from recognizing I’m not all-powerful, knowing, or sov-
ereign, and this compels me to offer everything I have—my schedule, plans, and 
expectations—with open hands. 
 We can trust God to write our story, as we live each day in submission to his 
perfect will. When we’re worried, may we look out and remember the birds and 
the flowers, tangible reminders that though we don’t have control over tomorrow, 
God does.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Shannon & Danielle Hurley 
Sufficiency of Scripture Ministries - Kubamitwe, Uganda 

Shannon directs the ministry of SOS in Uganda. Here are some snippets from their latest email prayer update. 
Sign up for regular updates at sosministries.com/newsletter. 
 

 Many blessings to you and your families this summer! July was not only the 250th anniversary of the United 
States, it was also the halfway point of the year and the beginning of our financial year.  So with this newsletter we 
want to take a pause to evaluate and praise God for His goodness in this year so far.  
 

Here is a quick report of our six ministries: 
Community Bible Church of Kubamitwe - Our 2025 Grand Opening has caused an influx of people and a re-
newed excitement. Our local church has become preeminent within SOS. We have not achieved our desired ma-
turity as a local church, but the growth of our members is evident and the passion for our local church is felt. We 
have many being saved. And we are seeing many people becoming ministers. But we still have a long way to go.  
 

Legacy Christian Academy - Legacy is so fun and so exciting. Everyone can't wait until 2027. This will be the 
year of Legacy’s first ever graduation. Legacy will have reached its full completion from K1-S6. It will be a bench-
mark year and will end with a climactic graduation event. Stay tuned…  
 

SOS Medical Center - SOS’s medical center is a massive blessing. For the communities around, this ministry 
serves as a nucleus to draw people toward our ministry. Caring for 100 patients a day, the center is bustling with 
activity. And patients are feeling loved by the staff and grateful for the high quality treatment. Our patients are 
walking away happy and satisfied. Right now it is stationed next to our local church, but our plan is to relocate to its 
own location in 2027.  
 

Joni and Friends: - This ministry is outstanding! Joni and Friends is giving practical love to many hurting people. 
The staff are very committed, very faithful, and very professional. This ministry is completely funded by Joni and 
Friends USA and is transforming thousands of lives in very personal ways.  
 

Church Strengthening - This ministry is slow right now, but it is being restructured to make an even greater im-
pact. Right now we are primarily carrying out conferences for the Baptist Union and working closely with the Baptist 
leadership to strategize the impact of its churches. In May we hosted 700 young people, and the national youth 
conference was very well received. We have a women’s conference in a few weeks and a pastors’ conference in 
November.  
 

Shepherds Training College - This ministry is at its height. With our first degree students set to graduate, we now 
have an honest evaluation of what the program is going to produce. We can’t be more pleased. God has blessed 
STC.  
 

Prayer requests for the SOS ministry: 
• Pray that God will develop a really strong group of godly leaders from within our church as we call everyone the 

greater devotion to Jesus Christ this year. Update: Keep praying. God is working but it is slow.  
• Pray that God will provide the needed funds to help us finish some critical building projects and to help us 

launch a radical church planting movement. Update: God has provided since the beginning of the year. Pray we 
will finish strong! There are some big projects ahead.  

• Pray that God silences people who slander SOS. Update: It has been a quiet year. To God be the glory!  
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Nursery August 16 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, Mary Fowler, 
Kay Stanford 

Toddlers: 
Tricia Morris, Lynn Ernst 

Preschoolers: 
Elinor Morris, Donna Martin 

 
 
 

Nursery August 23 
Babies: 

Amy Horton, Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Sona Bailey, Jan Boyett 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 
Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 
message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 
church membership, please see any of 

the pastors after the service,  
drop a note in the foyer offering box 
indicating your desire to talk with a  

pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the  

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

• Pray that our local church really steps up its game 
now that it is in its new building. Update: God has 
answered this prayer, but we still have a long way 
to go! Keep praying.   

• Pray that God will provide Legacy Christian Acade-
my with strong, godly administrators to help Michael 
lead the kindergarten, primary, and secondary 
schools. Update: We are still in need of such peo-
ple. Keep praying.   

• Pray that God will bless STC by continuing to pro-
vide talented and deeply educated stateside profes-
sors to fill the teaching until we are able to build up 
African staff. Update: God has provided an adminis-
trator and a strong relationship with professors in 
Rwanda who are interested in joining us. Keep 
praying.   

• Pray that God will allow SOS’s impact and reputa-
tion to continue to grow in influence and credibility 
for the sake of extending God’s name. Update: 
Keep praying. God is answering.   

• Pray that God will bless SOS's church planting 
efforts around its local community.Update: We have 
chosen 10 graduating pastors to be planted. Now 
we need the resources and a leader to help us.   

• Pray that God will bring salvation in massive waves 
as CBCK (SOS’s local church) continues to reach 
out to its community. Update: Keep praying. 36 
people are being baptized in August.   

• Pray that God will intervene within Uganda’s politi-
cal system to enable there to be a peaceful transfer 
of power between Museveni (current president) and 
the next president. Update: This will be a 5-year 
prayer. Praise God there is peace right now!  

 

Prayer requests for the Hurley family: 
• Pray that God will help us love the Lord with all our 

hearts, souls, and minds. 
• Pray that God will save our extended family as 

some of them have hard hearts. Update: We are 
seeing God really change hearts. We are very 
encouraged. Please keep praying.  

• Pray that God will provide wisdom to Danielle and I 
regarding how to firmly love and lead the many 
young people the Lord has entrusted into our 
home. Update: It is amazing how the Lord grants 
grace and wisdom regarding how to spend my time. 
I am balancing a lot. Keep praying.   

• Pray that God will help us to walk in wisdom, re-
spond to everyone with graciousness, compassion, 
and love while still upholding biblical standards. 
Update: This is by far the biggest area of growth 
over the last 10 years. Praise God!  

• Pray that our home will radiate the love of Jesus 
Christ and weightiness of God’s abiding presence.  

 
For the King and His Kingdom, 
 

Shannon Hurley 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for August: Danny Edwards, Howard Ernst 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
 

Adult 
Questions & Answers Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
1 Peter (Sinclair Ferguson) Youth House: Steve Posner 
Systematic Theol.: Bibliology Gym Overflow: Tom Keller 
 

Children and Students 
Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24: Donna Martin, Brittany Hall 
Pre-K Room 25:  Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Jess Dimmitt, Karen Law 
Youth Guys & Girls Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion, 
   Avalon DeLoach 

 
 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 
Tuesday 

Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 11:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 6:15 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 6:15 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday 
Supper: Chicken Fingers 5:30 p.m. 
Adventure Club Kickoff! 6:20 p.m. 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study 6:45 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study (if Tom doesn’t have jury duty) 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday 
Back to School Bash see Shawn Champion 

Hearing assistance devices for services in the sanctuary are available on request at 
the sound booth. 


