
The Danger of Following the False Teachers
2 Peter 2:12-22
“But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, 
reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be 
destroyed, 13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel 
in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse 
with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 
having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 forsaking the right way, they have 
gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, 
speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are springs 
without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 
18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, 
those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while 
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is 
enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of 
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the 
last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy 
commandment handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, 
‘A dog returns to its own vomit,’ and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

To read Pastor Matt’s weekly blog on his weekend message, click here:  
https://centralchristianblog.com

OPEN:

1. Was there a time growing up when your parents warned you not to do something and you did 
it anyway? What was the result?

2. What’s the worst sunburn you’ve ever had? Did you learn from it?

DIG:

1. Review: Who is Peter writing to?  What are the two things that call for special judgment?

2. What does it mean to be created in God’s image? How do false teachers differ? How are they 
described in verse 12?

3. What is the story of Balaam in Numbers 22-24??

4. How does Peter describe the false teachers in verse 17? Are they believers?
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5. The false teachers promise freedom. From what? What happens if you follow these guys?

6. Peter makes a series of statements that bring into question whether or not he’s talking about 
believers. “The last state has become worse for them than the first and it would have been 
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
away from the holy commandment handed on to them.” How could that be said of believers?  
How could it be better for them not to have known?

REFLECT:

1. It’s easy for us to imagine the influence of the world in which we live, enticing believers to 
detour off of Torah Road. But very hard for us to imagine someone inside the church—a 
teacher/preacher/leader/elder/person of influence—enticing believers to do the same. How 
does that happen?  

2. Peter says we’ve been given everything we need to live the life that God calls us to—the Spirit 
and the Word. The Word to inform, the Spirit to empower. Once we start compromising on the 
Word, what happens? 

5 MARKS FOCUS: SHARE YOUR STORY

 If you’ve been hesitant to share your story with someone, challenge yourself to do so. In our 
trying times, that person desperately needs the hope of Jesus. Pray for opportunities to share 
with that person and for God to give you the words when the opportunity arises. Invite them 
to church for a Sunday service or invite their entire family to Harvest on Friday, October 28.
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