



Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 
Matthew 16:13-18 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

OPEN: 
1. Do you have a funny story about a time you showed up for something 

unprepared? 
2. How do you prepare for a trip out of town? Do you pack lightly or do you 
overpack? 

DIG: 
1. REVIEW: What does Peter confess in this passage? 
2. How is it that Peter comes up with this answer? 
3. In Verse 18, what are the two truths that Jesus shares? 
4. What stood out to you about the story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer? 
5. What does it mean to be committed to a small group? 
6. What is significant about where this passage takes place geographically?  



REFLECT: 
1. Why is it important to be involved in a small group? 
2. Have you considered leading a small group? 
3. How does knowing that Christ and the Holy Spirit are our advocates help 

us to disciple others? 
4. Are you currently discipling anyone? 
5. Has your group grown any leaders to take over a new small group or 

“birthed” out a group from a larger group? 
6. What are some of the barriers you’ve encountered that keep you from 

leading a group or being more involved with a small group? 

5 MARKS FOCUS: TIME WITH BELIEVERS 

Consider taking a stand against mediocrity in the church today. Be involved 
with other believers. Keep an open seat in your group to welcome new 
members. Raise up a leader in your group so they can move on to impact 
others in the future. Life-change can happen in the area of small groups 
when members can have open discussion about their faith, struggles, and 
experiences. This is a place to be cared for. This is a place to be shepherded. 
This is a place for healing. Get involved in small group ministry in order to 
work well in our strategy to gather, grow, and impact. Take the step to get 
trained and equipped to be a leader if you haven’t already. 

Colossians 1:28-29 

28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I 
toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.


