
COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 1

About the Author 

James is an Apostle (capital A). 
He first and foremost considers 
himself a slave or doulos 
(δοῦλος) to Christ, despite the 
fact that he is the half-brother 
of Jesus. Being an Apostle 
means that he is an eyewitness 
to the life and ministry of 
Jesus. 

Timeline 

The letter was written around 
AD 45 during the dispersion 
(v.1: diaspora/ Διασπορᾷ) of 
believers in the 1st century 
church. 

The Big Picture 

James is encouraging 
believers that faith must be 
lived out in everyday life, even 
in trials, by enduring 
hardships, by good deeds; 
such good works demonstrate 
the presence of faith and 
justification before God. Many 
of James’ themes reflect the 
Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7) and Proverbs 
1-9.

              GROUPS

1James, a bond-servant of 
God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ,

To the twelve tribes who are 
dispersed abroad: Greetings.

2Consider it all joy, my 
brothers and sisters, when 
you encounter various trials,

3knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces 
endurance.

4And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you 
may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in 
nothing.

5But if any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all generously 
and without reproach, and it 
will be given to him.

6But he must ask in faith 
without any doubting, for 
the one who doubts is like 
the surf of the sea, driven 
and tossed by the wind.

7For that person ought not 
to expect that he will 
receive anything from the 
Lord,

8being a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his 
ways.

9Now the brother or sister 
of humble circumstances is 
to glory in his high position;

10but the rich person is to 
glory in his humiliation, 
because like flowering grass 
he will pass away.

11For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers 
the grass; and its flower falls 
off and the beauty of its 
appearance is destroyed; so 
also the rich person, in the 
midst of his pursuits, will 
die out.

     
     
    

James 1:1-11



COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 2

Digging In 

• According to James 1:2 and 
the following verses, how 
should we react when times 
get tough?  

• Why? What is the end result 
of this “testing”?  

• Do you remember what was 
said about the word “testing” 
in the sermon? Why is testing 
important for us? 

• If you made this the “goal of 
your life,” to grow in holiness 
even if it meant suffering, 
how would that change your 
life? What decisions would 
you make differently? How 
would you have to adjust your 
priorities?  

• As you read verse 6, when 
should you have faith and not 
doubt? When you ask for 
what?

• Why would you need wisdom? 

• What does it mean to endure? 

• What does it mean to be 
lacking nothing? 

• Is there a difference between 
trusting your understanding 
and  trusting in God’s purpose 
for your suffering? 

• Have you struggled with 
being double-minded? How 
can you follow Jesus out of 
that mindset?

5 Marks Focus: Daily Devotion 

Consider the importance of being in God’s Word. As we see 
in this passage, it’s important to be more than merely a 
hearer of God’s Word, but also a doer.

It is simply impossible to rightly see or understand the 
purpose of our suffering. When we are wholly devoted to 
the study of God’s Word, we are more equipped and able to 
hold onto the hope that is available to every believer, even 
in the midst of trials.

If we are not being reminded of the gospel daily, we are at 
significant risk of relying on ourselves and our limited 
understanding of our purpose and identity during trials.

Use the 2 of the following 
applications in your walk this week: 

Conversation: Some of us like to complain a lot. Be 
mindful of how you speak with others this week. 

Journaling: Write about your struggles. Don’t hold 
back.

Memorization: Learn James 1:2–3, and maybe verse 4. 
This will be a powerful support to you in your toughest 
times.

Prayer: Consider others you know who are going through 
difficulties. Ask God to help them grow. 

Influence: Have you seen spiritual growth in someone 
else who has gone through trials? Tell them so and celebrate 
with them.

A Peek at the Greek: 

The word for testing (dokimion) v.3 refers to the practice 
of metallurgy. Precious metals would be smelted—tested—

by putting them through extreme heat and removing 
impurities. In this word-picture, it’s God testing us and 

seeing his reflection in us. As we go through the heat, we 
become more like him. 
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