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Section Theme 

In a Jewish way of thinking, to 
hear and not do is not to hear. 
So while lots of folks listened 
to Jesus’ teaching on that day, 
few heard Him. James picks up 
on that same theme. To be a 
doer of the Word, you have to 
hear it. But to be a hearer of 
the Word doesn’t necessarily 
mean you will be a doer of it. 
Those who hear and don’t do, 
cleverly deceive themselves. 

A Peek at the 
Greek 

If you want to dig even deeper, 
consider this. The Greek word 
for “filth” rhyparia(n) 
ῥυπαρίανis found only here 
(v.21) in the New Testament, 
but a related word (rhyparos) 
occurs in James 2:2 and in the 
Greek translation of Zechariah 
3:3–4. Those references involve 
filthy or shabby clothing. In 
Zechariah, it’s a strong picture 
of salvation— God cleansing 
the high priest. This leads 
some experts to suggest that 
James is following a baptismal 
liturgy—removal of “shabby” 
garments, then cleansing, then 
listening to the Word.  

              GROUPS

12Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for 
once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 
life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted 
by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 
Himself does not tempt anyone. 14But each one is 
tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own 
lust. 15Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 

16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
17Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18In the exercise 
of His will He gave us birth by the word of truth, so that 
we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 

19This you know, my beloved brethren. But 
everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to 
anger; 20for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God. 21Therefore, putting aside all 
filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility 
receive the word implanted, which is able to save your 
souls. 22But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who delude themselves. 23For if anyone is 
a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24for once he has 
looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an 
effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.

26If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet 
does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this 
man’s religion is worthless. 27Pure and undefiled religion 
in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained 
by the world.

James 1:12-27



2

Digging In 

• Earlier in the chapter, we 
learned that God uses trials to 
help us grow. But here James 
is talking about temptation. 
What’s the difference?  

• Why is it important that we 
NOT blame our temptation 
on God?  

• What does he mean by “first-
fruits of his creatures”? 

• Why do you think James 
suddenly starts talking about 
“every good and perfect gift” 
in verse 17, after talking about 
evil desires? Is he just 
changing the subject (which 
he does sometimes), or is 
there a connection?  

• What God gives you is better 
than whatever is tempting 
you. Do you believe that? 
Why? 

• What can you do to prepare 
for temptation?  

• James tells us to be “quick to 
hear, slow to speak.” Have 
you had situations where you 
did the opposite—slow to 
hear, quick to speak? What’s 
the problem with that? 

• What does James say about 
anger? 

• Is there such a thing as 
“righteous indignation”? Do 
you think that sometimes 
God wants us to get angry 
about certain things? Then 
what do you do with verse 20? 

• What “word” is he talking 
about in verse 21? How is it 
“implanted” in us? (Is this the 
same as the “word of truth” in 
verse 18, through which we 
were “brought forth”? What’s 
the connection?)  

5 Marks Focus: Time with Believers

Consider the areas of temptation in your life. How can you 
protect your testimony by practicing your faith with other 
believers?

What are some ways that you can be held accountable?

How can you be an encouragement to others in the area of 
temptation or anger?

Use the 2 of the following applications in 
your walk this week: 

Memorization: Learn 1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 4:15–16; 
Matthew 26:41; Psalm 51:10; and/or another verse that applies to a 
particular temptation you struggle with. 

Journaling: Write about your temptations and how you 
respond, but also about the joys you experience when you resist 
temptation. How does your relationship with God grow and soar 
when you trust Him? 

Prayer: Think about others you know who are being tempted. 
Pray that God will strengthen them. But don’t let these be proud 
prayers—“watch yourself, or you also may be tempted” (Galatians 
6:1). Include The Lord’s Prayer in this devotional time, with 
special focus on “Lead us not into temptation.” 

Accountability: Look for others you can share your struggles 
with. Can you arrange to meet with them every week or two, and 
let them know how you’re doing? Fighting temptation can be a 
lonely business, but it doesn’t have to be. When you know there’s 
someone else holding you accountable, it might give you 
additional strength. 

GO DEEPER  

Learn more about temptation in the following Bible passages: 
Genesis 3:1–7; 1 Corinthians 10:11–13; Hebrews 4:14–16 

What do we learn from Genesis 3 about how temptation works? 
What does it prey upon? How does it succeed? 

What do we learn from the two New Testament passages about 
how God helps us withstand temptation?
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