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Section Theme 

In this section, James is going 
to address problem of 
favoritism and partiality, as well 
as, address the topics of sin, 
judgment, and mercy. 

Go Deeper 

Learn more about favoritism in 
the following Bible passages. 
Luke 7:36–50; Luke 14:7–11 
Acts 10:34–35  

In Luke 7, what was the 
Pharisee’s attitude toward the 
“sinful woman”? Do you think 
this was reasonable? What 
point did Jesus make?  

In Luke 14, what does Jesus 
say about social occasions and 
social status?  

In Acts 10, when Peter says that 
God does not show favoritism, 
what does he mean? 

              GROUPS

James 2:1-13
1My brethren, do not hold 
your faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ with an 
attitude of personal 
favoritism. 2For if a man 
comes into your assembly 
with a gold ring and dressed 
in fine clothes, and there 
also comes in a poor man in 
dirty clothes, 3and you pay 
special attention to the one 
who is wearing the fine 
clothes, and say, “You sit 
here in a good place,” and 
you say to the poor man, 
“You stand over there, or 
sit down by my footstool,” 
4have you not made 
distinctions among 
yourselves, and become 
judges with evil motives? 
5Listen, my beloved 
brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this 
world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom 
which He promised to 
those who love Him? 6But 
you have dishonored the 
poor man. Is it not the rich 
who oppress you and 
personally drag you into 
court?

7Do they not blaspheme 
the fair name by which you 
have been called?

8If, however, you are 
fulfilling the royal law 
according to the Scripture, 
“YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF,” you are 
doing well. 9But if you 
show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10For 
whoever keeps the whole 
law and yet stumbles in one 
point, he has become guilty 
of all. 11For He who said, 
“DO NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY,” also said, 
“DO NOT COMMIT 
MURDER.” Now if you do 
not commit adultery, but 
do commit murder, you 
have become a transgressor 
of the law. 12So speak and 
so act as those who are to 
be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13For judgment will 
be merciless to one who has 
shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment.
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Digging In 

• Okay, let’s be honest. Suppose 
the scene described in verses 2–3 
were to happen this week in our 
church. What do you think 
would happen? How would we 
treat the two people differently?  

• Why would we do what we do? 

• What does James have to say 
about this? 

• Wouldn’t it make sense to 
provide first-class treatment, so 
the rich person would want to 
come back and maybe become a 
member and maybe give money 
and maybe bring a lot of rich 
friends? 

• Why isn’t James considering 
that argument?  

• What is the “royal law” James 
mentions in verse 8? Why does 
he call it that? 
How does showing favoritism 
break that law? 

• According to verses 10–12, how 
would James respond to 
someone who said, “I’ve kept 
seven of the Ten 
Commandments. That’s a 
passing grade, right?” 

• In James 2:12, James speaks 
again of the “law of liberty” (see 
1:25). But his previous 
comments seem to be more 
restrictive, forcing us to keep 
every point in the law. How does 
the law give us freedom?  

• Two key words appear in verse 
13. Let’s define them. What is 
judgment? What is mercy? 

• How does the idea of mercy 
bring us back to the matter of 
showing favoritism?

5 Marks Focus: Prayer

Consider the areas of temptation to show partiality toward 
others. Pray that the LORD would soften your heart in this 
area.

Pray for opportunities for you to show gospel-centered 
hospitality to someone this week at church, school, your 
workplace, or out in public.

Pray that the Lord would keep it upon your heart this week 
to be reminded of the mercy you’ve been shown in order to 
show mercy to others. 

Use the 2 of the following applications 
in your walk this week: 

Memorization: Learn the Beatitudes by reading Matthew 5:3–12 
or Luke 6:20–26. In a concise way, these describe the reordering 
of the world from God’s perspective. 

Seek counsel: If you have been working hard to keep God’s 
rules, and you’re troubled by this assertion that breaking even 
one command makes you a lawbreaker, talk with a pastor or 
teacher about this. Ask how to unpack the idea of God’s “mercy.” 

Evaluation: If you are in a position of authority in the church, 
take this opportunity to evaluate the church’s response to visitors
— not just the stated policies, but the actual behaviors. Is 
favoritism shown? If so, what can you do about it? 

Serving: Can you get involved in a ministry to the poor and 
homeless in your community? Many such ministries need 
volunteers and support. If you’re unaware of where to start, email 
Pastor Jared. (jcraft@centralchristian.org)

Favoritism Attempts to 
Dethrone God 

In short, favoritism seeks to replace God and makes us 
the judge. With this mindset, we are the ones who determine 

another’s worth. We decide who is valuable and who is not. We 
get to treat others with favor and others not so favorable. 

Favoritism is so offensive because it attempts to dethrone God 
and enthrone us.

Favoritism often causes us to forget two crucial things: you are 
fearfully and wonderfully made with unique gifting, and Jesus is 

making every believer a valued part of his kingdom.
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