
 
 
 

WEEK 5 NOTES 
 
 

I am not sure how I felt about this week.  I did not understand the point of the 
question on page 102- when was the last time you didn’t feel like believing the 

gospel?  (Since I first heard it, I have always felt like believing the gospel!)  It also 
was not overly clear to me as to how the different daily topics fit together.  I also 

felt Day 1 was unclear- but you can read more about that below. 
 

Like I have said in the past- we will focus on the Bible, over the bible study and/or 
the bible study author.  If there is a question that you feel is unclear or misleading, 

feel free to skip it.  Bible studies are not divinely inspired, the Bible is. 
 

 
Day 1 – Don’t Fall Away 

I don’t want to be critical, but I am not a fan of this day. I am worried it is going to 
confuse ladies and/or make them fearful about their salvation.  The purpose of this 

week is to teach us that it is God that holds us to the end- in His power and His 
provision, not ours.  And to that end, I think the point of this day is to ascertain 

what true faith is.  But, I am not sure I agree with the verses Matt Chandler uses to 
get there.  

 
I think we need to make a distinction between three different types of people that 
we run into, as we look up the verses in this day.  I feel like Matt Chandler 

conflates them all, and that is where this can get confusing and misleading. So here 
are three people we encounter: 

1. someone who has professed a belief in Jesus, but is choosing not to walk the 
Torah Road (as we have been learning about in our sermon series on  2 

Peter).  I think Matt Chandler is referring to someone like this on page 104. 
2. a false teacher (described in Jude 3 and 4 as “certain people who have crept 

in unnoticed , who long ago were designated for condemnation, ungodly 
people who pervert the grace of God into sensuality, and deny our only 

master, the Lord Jesus Christ”) 
3. someone who thinks they can earn righteousness based on works, and sees 

no reason to need to repent (like a Pharisee) in Matt 7:21-23   
 

The first person is a believer. The other two are not. But, the first person is not 
living the abundant life that God wants for us because they are not walking the 

Torah Road.  They are experiencing a “living death” because they are living 
contrary to who they are now.  Now that they have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 



 

they will never enjoy living in sin.  Yes, they are going to heaven, but they still will 
have to give an account for their life as a believer- think of Luke 19:11, the parable 

of the Ten Minas. We have been learning all about this in our sermon series- so 
hopefully a lot of this makes sense.  You can direct the ladies to Pastor Matt’s 11/6 

sermon on 11/6 on the app if they want to hear more on that. I thought it was 
really good. 

 
Our goal is to be a believer who has professed faith in Jesus, and because of a right 

understanding of what Jesus did, we would never “use the gospel to allow ourself to 
sin” as Matt states at the end of the first paragraph on page 106.  God wants our 

believing loyalty in Jesus.  Our salvation is not based on sin and/or righteous acts, 
it is based on our belief.  When our belief is working itself out rightly in our hearts 

and minds, it will be evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit and spiritual maturity.   
 

Hopefully this helps! 
 

 
Day 2 – God Works In, We Work Out 

One of the big ideas of this day is something that we have hit on before.  We do not 
work to earn salvation- even though, as Matt stated, “virtually every other aspect 
of life works like that”- so it is understandable if women may think that.   We 

cannot earn righteousness; we must simply receive it from Jesus as a gift 
(Ephesians 2:8-9).  That which cannot be earned through moral perfection cannot 

be lost through moral imperfection.  So, good works are not the means of 
acceptance by God, they are the response to the gospel. 

 
I like how Matt Chandler broke down Philippians 2:12-13.  It is a divine partnership 

between us and the Lord.  As Pastor Matt says, we are empowered by the Spirit and 
informed by the Word. 

 
I like the last two questions of this day- they are pretty thought provoking.  How 

did the ladies in your group respond to them? 
 

 
Day 3 – Suffering According To The Gospel 

On Day 2, Matt makes the point that someone might abandon the gospel because 
they were too dependent on their good works.  In this day, Matt makes the point 

that someone may abandon the gospel because of the suffering that God allows 
them to experience. 

 
No one wants to suffer, but suffering is a way to see God come through for you in a 
way that perhaps you have not seen before.  I love the statement that Matt 

Chandler says in the middle of page 113.  “God holds on to us even when we don’t 
think we can hold on to Him any longer.”  

Are there ways that the ladies in your group have experienced God’s comfort, peace 
and strength to a deeper level because of their suffering?  This may be an 

encouragement to the group. 
  



 

Day 4 – What Do You Treasure? 
I like the first point Matt makes right off the bat here- another byproduct of 

suffering is that it. reveals in us what we really treasure.  
 

In this day, Matt takes us on a journey to discover that God’s glory drives the 
universe.    We looked up a bunch of verses to identify means to glorify the Lord.  I 

am not sure if I knew where Matt was heading with all of these verses, but I 
understood the general idea.  Everything in life exists to bring God glory and honor. 

 
I had to stop for a moment and consider the point Matt Chandler made at the top of 

page 115- Jesus died for His glory more than our salvation.  I don’t believe that 
God’s glory and His love for us are mutually exclusive, but I do understand that 

God’s glory is what drives everything else.   It is embedded in who He is.   
 

Matt makes a thought-provoking point on page 116-“the fact that we object to 
God’s pursuit of His own glory reveals just how self-centered and limited we are.” 

Ouch.  How did you take that? What did the ladies in your group think? 
 

 
Day 5 – Justice Is Coming 
In this day, we focus on the big picture.  Although this world can be broken and 

hard, we will persevere because of the power of God within us.  Our job is to be 
ambassadors for Jesus in this broken world full of people who desperately need 

him.  We are called to be in the world, but not of the world. 
 

Matt takes us on a little history lesson on the purpose of Israel.  Israel existed, not 
to be isolated, but to be different, in their worship and lifestyle, so that they would 

point the nations (all who worshipped pagan/false gods) to the one true God, 
Yahweh.  

 
We see that the purpose of Israel was demonstrate to the rest of the world (the 

nations) how humanity was supposed to function and relate with God. 
 

The last five questions of this day were thought provoking.  How did your ladies 
respond? 


