
Generosity 101
Luke 18-20
Luke 18:18-20
“A ruler questioned Him, saying, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ 19 And 
Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know 
the commandments, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT STEAL, DO 
NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.”’ 21 And he said, ‘All these 
things I have kept from my youth.’ 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, ‘One thing you 
still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.’ 23 But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, 
for he was extremely rich. 24 And Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who 
are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ 26 They who heard it said, ‘Then 
who can be saved?’ 27 But He said, ‘The things that are impossible with people are possible 
with God.’” 
Luke 19:1-10
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man called by the name of 
Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. 3 Zaccheus was trying to see who 
Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass 
through that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, ‘Zaccheus, 
hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.’ 6 And he hurried and came 
down and received Him gladly. 7 When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, ‘He 
has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.’ 8 Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, 
‘Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I will give back four times as much.’ 9 And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.’”
Luke 20:45-Luke 21:4
“And while all the people were listening, He said to the disciples, 46 ‘Beware of the scribes, 
who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in the market places, and 
chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 47 who devour widows’ houses, 
and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.’  
1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 And He saw a poor 
widow putting in two small copper coins. 3 And He said, ‘Truly I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all of them; 4 for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she 
out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.’”

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS



To read Pastor Matt’s weekly blog on his weekend message, click here:  
https://centralchristianblog.com

OPEN:

1. What was your first job? Did you like it? How was the pay?

DIG:

1. A ruler asked ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ What is Jesus’ reply?

2. What does the ruler not recognize?

3. What type of man was Zacchaeus? Describe him.

4. What did Zacchaeus do that the rich ruler did not do? What did Jesus tell Zacchaeus and why?

5. The widow’s offering is easily overlooked, and yet Jesus says she gave more than everyone 
else. Why?

6. The poor widow didn’t have much, but what she had she gave. Why would she do that?

7. When we’re generous, when we make giving a priority, what does God do? 

REFLECT:

1. Do you trust God enough to give generously?

2. If giving is a discipline that you’ve practiced for a while, who challenged you to begin giving?

TAKEAWAYS:
The rich, young ruler—
• It is not about being rich or poor. God is not concerned about our economic status, He is 

concerned with our spiritual status.  
• How attached we are to our money can correlate to how little we trust God.
• Do not be fooled into believing that material prosperity is an indication of spiritual prosperity.

Zacchaeus—
• When you finally find Jesus, everything else pales in comparison- even money.  Faith like a 

child!  Undignified excitement!
• When we understand what Jesus has done for us, it should bring us joy to follow Him in 

complete obedience, no matter what the cost.
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TAKEAWAYS: 
The poor widow—
• Your offering may be pitiful in the world’s estimation, but it could more than anyone else’s gift 

in God’s eyes.
• No matter how little you have, you have enough to be generous and participate in the mission 

of Jesus.
• When we make giving a priority, God gives us more to be more generous (2 Cor. 9:8-11)
• God can multiply small gifts when they are given out of generosity (Luke 9:12-17).
• God gives us resources not so we hoard them, but so we can invest in His kingdom (Luke 

12:16-21)

5 MARKS FOCUS: GENEROUS LIVING

 Everything that we have comes from God. We are merely stewards of what He’s entrusted 
to us. Whether He’s entrusted us with a little or a lot, it’s all His. Here’s a challenge: make 
generous giving a priority...just like the poor widow.


