
Love This Christmas
1 Peter 1:22-25
“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the 
brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of 
seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of 
God. 24 For, ‘ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. 
THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, 25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD 
ENDURES FOREVER.’ And this is the word which was preached to you.”

To read Pastor Matt’s weekly blog on his weekend message, click here:  
https://centralchristianblog.com

OPEN:

1. What’s your favorite Christmas movie?

2. When we’re children, we looked forward to receiving gifts at Christmas. Do you remember, as 
you got older, the first time you looked more forward to watching someone open a gift you 
gave them, than opening the gifts you received? 

DIG:

1. Review: Who is Peter writing to and where are they located? 

2. In verse 22, Peter starts off, “Since you have...purified your souls...” What does he mean by 
this curious statement?

3. What does Peter mean when he says “obedience to the truth”?

4. As a bit of review from our message series on 2 Peter, what is meant by Torah Road?

5. What is the goal of both obedience and purification? (See John 13:35)

6. When Peter says “for you have been born again...” and “through the living and enduring word 
of God...” what is he referring to?

7. God’ love endures forever. His promises will never fail. No matter what the circumstance or 
how dark the night may seem, joy comes in the morning. How does that relate to love?

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS
1 Peter 3:8-12 
8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a 
tender heart, and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that 
you may obtain a blessing. 10For 

“Whoever desires to love life 
and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking deceit; 
11let him turn away from evil and do good; 
let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

OPEN: 
Describe a time when you’ve seen teamwork at its best—maybe it was 
watching a particular sports team, reading about a rescue operation, 
or witnessing a community rally to provide for a loss. How was unity 
on display? 

Throughout the New Testament, unity is consistently called for in the 
church—and 1 Peter is no exception. In this week’s passage, he 
identifies it as one of the ways in which we demonstrate the gospel to 
the world. 

DIG: 

How did we define the term “belief”? 

How did we define the term “conviction”? 

Should we expect kindness from the world in response to our 
obedience to Christ? 
 
What do you consider some of your core convictions? How do 
you demonstrate them in your day-to-day life? 



REFLECT:

1. If we believe that not only is God all-powerful and all-knowing, but that He also loves us in a 
way that only He can and that He desires our good, then we are fools when we refuse to obey. 
Obedience means doing what God says, but we can only do what He says if we know what He 
says. In other words, it’s impossible to obey if I don’t know what to obey. So how do we know 
what God wants us to do?   

2. Love This Christmas continues with fervently loving one another from the heart. Loving others 
in active and practical ways is a natural consequence of obedience…a predictable outcome. 
What is the greatest commandment? Share a memorable time you’ve experienced this love.  

3. If other folks loved God the way you love God, and if they loved others the way you do, how 
would the world be different? If you practiced actively loving others this week, how would that 
impact your marriage? Your family? Your other relationships? What would that look like?

5 MARKS FOCUS: PRAYER

 We’re encouraging the Central family to join in the invitation culture This Christmas. Pray for 
those you would like to invite to our Christmas Eve services. Pray for opportunities to show 
love to friends and neighbors by inviting them into your home for dessert or a meal. Pray for 
boldness to share your Story and how Jesus makes a difference in your life.

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS
Peter challenges his readers to live out their convictions in a culture 
largely hostile to their faith. He concludes this instruction in 3:8–9 by 
listing a number of characteristics beginning with unity. 

Why do you think Scripture emphasizes unity among 
Christians? What does disunity communicate to those outside 
of the Church? 

How well does your life reflect the remaining qualities on the 
list (sympathy, brotherly love, tender hearted, and humility)? 
Where can you improve? 

Peter concludes the thought he began in 2:11 with a final command in 
verse 9—bless others, even those who pay you evil and insult. 

How do you tend to react to those who treat you poorly? Have 
you been able to consistently bless them? If not, what does 
your reaction reveal about your motivations? 

Based on your past experiences, what practically could you do 
in future situations to bless those who treat you poorly? 

What does your response to suffering communicate to those 
around you? How could you more clearly demonstrate your 
hope in Christ in future situations? 

5 MARKS FOCUS: TIME WITH BELIEVERS 

What is a practical way that you can apply Peter’s words in the coming 
week? Who could you serve? What about your life needs to change so 
that your behavior matches your convictions?


