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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#5:	John	the
Baptist



God	sent	a	man,	John	the	Baptist,		to	tell	about	the	light
so	that	everyone	might	believe	because	of	his	testimony.
John	himself	was	not	the	light;	he	was	simply	a	witness	to
tell	about	the	light.	The	one	who	is	the	true	light,	who
gives	light	to	everyone,	was	coming	into	the	world.

—John	1:6-9	(NLT)

Observations	On	John:

1.	John	Was	Jesus’	Cousin.

	What’s	more,	your	relative	Elizabeth	has	become
pregnant	in	her	old	age!	People	used	to	say	she	was
barren,	but	she	has	conceived	a	son	and	is	now	in
her	sixth	month.	For	nothing	is	impossible	for	God!



—Luke	1:36-37	(NLT)

John	grew	up	and	became	strong	in	spirit.	And	he
lived	in	the	wilderness	until	he	began	his	public
ministry	to	Israel.

—Luke	1:80	(NLT)

2.	John	Was	Not	A	Baptist.

	In	those	days	John	the	Baptizer	came	to	the	Judean
wilderness	and	began	preaching.

—Matthew	3:1	(NLT)

The	prophet	Isaiah	was	speaking	about	John	when
he	said,	“He	is	a	voice	shouting	in	the	wilderness,
‘Prepare	the	way	for	the	Lord’s	coming!	Clear	the
road	for	him!’”

—Matthew	3:3	(NLT)

1.	 Zealots-	Soldiers 	

2.	 Sadducees-	Jerusalem	Priests 	

3.	 Pharisees-	The	Separate	Ones 	

4.	 Essenes-	The	REALLY	Separate	Ones**	

John’s	clothes	were	woven	from	coarse	camel	hair,
and	he	wore	a	leather	belt	around	his	waist.	For
food	he	ate	locusts	and	wild	honey.	People	from
Jerusalem	and	from	all	of	Judea	and	all	over	the
Jordan	Valley	went	out	to	see	and	hear	John.	And
when	they	confessed	their	sins,	he	baptized	them	in
the	Jordan	River.

—Matthew	3:4-6	(NLT)

3.	John	Didn’t	Know	Everything.

Everyone	was	expecting	the	Messiah	to	come	soon,
and	they	were	eager	to	know	whether	John	might
be	the	Messiah.

—Luke	3:15	(NLT)



	John	announced:	“Someone	is	coming	soon	who	is
greater	than	I	am—so	much	greater	that	I’m	not
even	worthy	to	stoop	down	like	a	slave	and	untie
the	straps	of	his	sandals.	I	baptize	you	with	water,
but	he	will	baptize	you	with	the	Holy	Spirit!”

—Mark	1:7-8	(NLT)

The	next	day	John	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him
and	said,	“Look!	The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away
the	sin	of	the	world!	He	is	the	one	I	was	talking
about	when	I	said,	‘A	man	is	coming	after	me	who
is	far	greater	than	I	am,	for	he	existed	long	before
me.’	I	did	not	recognize	him	as	the	Messiah,	but	I
have	been	baptizing	with	water	so	that	he	might	be
revealed	to	Israel.”

—John	1:29-31	(NLT)

The	ways	of	right-living	people	glow	with	light;	the
longer	they	live,	the	brighter	they	shine.	But	the
road	of	wrongdoing	gets	darker	and	darker-
travelers	can’t	see	a	thing;	they	fall	flat	on	their
faces.

—Proverbs	4:18-19	(MES)

Follow	Through	Step	#5:

Prepare	for	the	coming	of	the	LORD.	How?	By	living	a	life
that	shines	brighter	and	brighter.	How	can	I	make	my	life
shine	brighter?

The	ways	of	right-living	people	glow	with	light;	the	longer
they	live,	the	brighter	they	shine.	But	the	road	of
wrongdoing	gets	darker	and	darker-	travelers	can’t	see	a
thing;	they	fall	flat	on	their	faces.

—Proverbs	4:18-19	(MES)

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for



information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


