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As	Jesus	and	the	disciples	approached	Jerusalem,	they
came	to	the	town	of	Bethphage	on	the	Mount	of	Olives.
Jesus	sent	two	of	them	on	ahead.	“Go	into	the	village	over
there,”	he	said.	“As	soon	as	you	enter	it,	you	will	see	a
donkey	tied	there,	with	its	colt	beside	it.	Untie	them	and
bring	them	to	me.	If	anyone	asks	what	you	are	doing,	just
say,	‘The	Lord	needs	them,’	and	he	will	immediately	let
you	take	them.”	This	took	place	to	fulfill	what	was
spoken	through	the	prophet:	“Say	to	Daughter	Zion,
‘See,	your	king	comes	to	you.”

—Matthew	21:1-3	(NLT)

Observations	On	Jesus’	“Coronation”



1.	The	Jews	Expected	A	Conquering	King.

A	very	large	crowd	spread	their	cloaks	on	the	road,
while	others	cut	branches	from	the	trees	and
spread	them	on	the	road.	The	crowds	that	went
ahead	of	him	and	those	that	followed	shouted,
“Hosanna	to	the	Son	of	David!”	“Blessed	is	he	who
comes	in	the	name	of	the	Lord!”	“Hosanna	in	the
highest	heaven!”

—Matthew	21:8-9	(NIV)

2.	The	Jews	Did	Not	Expect	A	Suffering	Servant.

This	took	place	to	fulfill	the	prophecy	that	said,
“Tell	the	people	of	Jerusalem,	‘Look,	your	King	is
coming	to	you.	He	is	humble,	riding	on	a	donkey.

—Matthew	21:4-5	(NLT)

For	unto	us	a	child	is	born,	a	son	is	given	to	us.	The
government	will	rest	on	his	shoulders.	And	he	will
be	called:	Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,
Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	His
government	and	its	peace	will	never	end.	He	will
rule	with	fairness	and	justice	from	the	throne	of	his
ancestor	David	for	all	eternity.	The	passionate
commitment	of	the	Lord	of	Heaven’s	Armies	will
make	this	happen!

—Isaiah	9:6-7	(NLT)

Look	at	my	servant,	whom	I	strengthen.	He	is	my
chosen	one,	who	pleases	me.	I	have	put	my	Spirit
upon	him.	He	will	bring	justice	to	the	nations.	He
will	not	shout	or	raise	his	voice	in	public.	He	will
not	crush	the	weakest	reed	or	put	out	a	flickering
candle.	He	will	bring	justice	to	all	who	have	been
wronged.	He	will	not	falter	or	lose	heart	until
justice	prevails	throughout	the	earth.

—Isaiah	42:1-4	(NLT)

After	his	baptism,	as	Jesus	came	up	out	of	the
water,	the	heavens	were	opened	and	he	saw	the



Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	dove	and	settling	on
him.	And	a	voice	from	heaven	said,	“This	is	my
dearly	loved	Son,	who	brings	me	great	joy.”

—Matthew	3:16-17	(NLT)

On	the	tenth	day	of	this	month	each	family	must
choose	a	lamb…	for	a	sacrifice…	This	animal	must
be	a	one-year-old	male…	with	no	physical	defects.
Take	care	of	the	animals	until	the	evening	of	the
fourteenth	day…	On	that	day	all	the	people	of	the
community	of	Israel	will	kill	them	in	the	evening
before	dark.

—Exodus	12:3-6	(NLT)

“Would	you	like	me	to	release	to	you	this	‘King	of
the	Jews’?”	Pilate	asked	(For	he	realized	by	now
that	the	leading	priests	had	arrested	Jesus	out	of
envy.)	But	at	this	point	the	leading	priests	stirred	up
the	crowd	to	demand	the	release	of	Barabbas
instead	of	Jesus.		Pilate	asked	them,	“Then	what
should	I	do	with	this	man	you	call	the	king	of	the
Jews?”	They	shouted	back,	“Crucify	him!”		“Why?”
Pilate	demanded.	“What	crime	has	he	committed?”
But	the	mob	roared	even	louder,	“Crucify	him!”

—Mark	15:10-14	(NLT)

>	*	He	was	despised	and	rejected—	a	man	of	sorrows,	acquainted
with	deepest	grief.	We	turned	our	backs	on	him	and	looked	the	other
way.	He	was	despised,	and	we	did	not	care.	Yet	it	was	our	weaknesses
he	carried;	it	was	our	sorrows	that	weighed	him	down.	And	we	thought
his	troubles	were	a	punishment	from	God,	a	punishment	for	his	own
sins!	But	he	was	pierced	for	our	rebellion,	crushed	for	our	sins.	He	was
beaten	so	we	could	be	whole.	He	was	whipped	so	we	could	be	healed.
All	of	us,	like	sheep,	have	strayed	away.	We	have	left	God’s	paths	to
follow	our	own.	Yet	the	Lord	laid	on	him >					the	sins	of	us	all.	He	was
oppressed	and	treated	harshly,	yet	he	never	said	a	word.	He	was	led
like	a	lamb	to	the	slaughter.	And	as	a	sheep	is	silent	before	the
shearers,	he	did	not	open	his	mouth.	Unjustly	condemned, >					he	was
led	away.	No	one	cared	that	he	died	without	descendants,	that	his	life
was	cut	short	in	midstream.But	he	was	struck	down	for	the	rebellion	of



my	people.	He	had	done	no	wrong	and	had	never	deceived	anyone.
But	he	was	buried	like	a	criminal;	he	was	put	in	a	rich	man’s	grave.	But
it	was	the	Lord’s	good	plan	to	crush	him	and	cause	him	grief.	Yet	when
his	life	is	made	an	offering	for	sin,	he	will	have	many	descendants.	He
will	enjoy	a	long	life, 

				and	the	Lord’s	good	plan	will	prosper	in	his	hands.
When	he	sees	all	that	is	accomplished	by	his	anguish,	he
will	be	satisfied.	And	because	of	his	experience,	my
righteous	servant	will	make	it	possible	for	many	to	be
counted	righteous,	for	he	will	bear	all	their	sins.

—Isaiah	3-11	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting,	on	the	fact	that	Jesus	was	both
the	conquering	king	and	the	suffering	servant	of	Old
Testament	prophecy.	In	what	way	do	you	see	Jesus	as	the
king	of	your	heart	as	well	as	the	one	who	bears	all	of	your
guilt	and	shame?	How	does	that	play	out	in	your	everyday
life?


