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	Jesus	entered	the	Temple	and	began	to	drive	out	all	the
people	buying	and	selling	animals	for	sacrifice.	He
knocked	over	the	tables	of	the	money	changers	and	the
chairs	of	those	selling	doves.	He	said	to	them,	“The
Scriptures	declare,	‘My	Temple	will	be	called	a	house	of
prayer,’	but	you	have	turned	it	into	a	den	of	thieves!”

—Matthew	21:12-13	(NLT)

I	will	bring	them	to	my	holy	mountain	of	Jerusalem	and
will	fill	them	with	joy	in	my	house	of	prayer.	I	will	accept
their	burnt	offerings	and	sacrifices,	because	my	Temple
will	be	called	a	house	of	prayer	for	all	nations.

—Isaiah	56:7	(NLT)

Then	his	disciples	remembered	this	prophecy	from
the	Scriptures:	“Passion	for	God’s	house	will
consume	me.”

—John	2:17	(NLT)

The	Evolution	Of	The	Temple

1.	The	First	Version:	Eden.

Then	the	Lord	God	planted	a	garden	in	Eden	in	the
east,	and	there	he	placed	the	man	he	had
made…	In	the	middle	of	the	garden	he	placed	the
tree	of	life	and	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good
and	evil.

—Genesis	2:8-9	(NLT)

The	Lord	God	placed	the	man	in	the	Garden	of
Eden	to	tend	(abad)	and	watch	over	(samar)	it.

—Genesis	2:15	(NLT)



Abad=	to	labor;	to	work;	to	serve;	to	make	oneself	a	servant

Samar=	keep;	have	charge	over;	guard;	watch;	protect

2.	The	Second	Version:	The	Tabernacle.

Now	if	you	obey	me	fully	and	keep	my	covenant,
then	out	of	all	nations	you	will	be	my	treasured
possession.	Although	the	whole	earth	is	mine,	you
will	be	for	me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy
nation.’

—Exodus	19:4-6	(NLT)

Have	the	people	of	Israel	build	me	a	holy	sanctuary
so	I	can	live	among	them.	You	must	build	this
Tabernacle	and	its	furnishings	exactly	according	to
the	pattern	I	will	show	you.

—Exodus	25:8-9	(NLT)

They	will	also	maintain	(samar)	all	the	furnishings
of	the	sacred	tent,	serving	(abad)	in	the	Tabernacle
on	behalf	of	all	the	Israelites.

—Numbers	3:8	(NLT)

3.	The	Third	Version:	The	Temple.

That	day	Gad	came	to	David	and	said	to	him,	“Go
up	and	build	an	altar	to	the	Lord	on	the	threshing
floor	of	Araunah	the	Jebusite…”	”	So	David	paid
him	fifty	pieces	of	silver	for	the	threshing	floor.

—2	Samuel	24:18-24	(NLT)

Then	the	Lord	gave	this	message	to
Solomon:	“Concerning	this	Temple	you	are
building,	if	you	keep	all	my	decrees	and	regulations
and	obey	all	my	commands,	I	will	fulfill	through
you	the	promise	I	made	to	your	father,	David.		I
will	live	among	the	Israelites	and	will	never
abandon	my	people	Israel.”

—1	Kings	6:11-13	(NLT)

When	the	cool	evening	breezes	were	blowing,	the



man	and	his	wife	heard	the	Lord	God	walking
about	in	the	garden.	So	they	hid	from	the	Lord	God
among	the	trees.	Then	the	Lord	God	called	to	the
man,	“Where	are	you?”

—Genesis	2:8-9	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	Israel’s	responsibility	when	it
came	to	being	the	people	of	God.	They	were	supposed	to
keep	the	covenant–	the	10	Commandments–	and	they	failed
horribly.	What	do	you	believe	God	is	asking	from	you	when
it	comes	to	being	one	of	the	people	of	God	in	this	world
today?


