
December	17,	2021

The	Wonder	Of	The
Shepherds



Experiencing	The	Nativity:



The	Wonder	Of	The	Shepherds

“I	will	send	my	messenger,	who	will	prepare	the	way
before	me.	Then	suddenly	the	Lord	you	are	seeking	will
come	to	his	temple;	the	messenger	of	the	covenant,	whom
you	desire,	will	come,”	says	the	LORD	Almighty.	

—Malachi	3:1	(NLT)

But	these	things	I	plan	won’t	happen	right	away.	Slowly,
steadily,	surely,	the	time	approaches	when	the	vision	will
be	fulfilled.	If	it	seems	slow,	do	not	despair,	for	these
things	will	surely	come	to	pass.	Just	be	patient!	They	will
not	be	overdue	a	single	day!	

—Habakuk	2:3	(TLB)

Following	The	Shepherds:

1.	The	Shepherds	Were	Watching.

And	there	were	shepherds	living	out	in	the	fields
nearby,	keeping	watch	over	their	flocks	at	night.	

—Luke	2:8	(NIV)

But	you,	O	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	are	only	a	small
village	among	all	the	people	of	Judah.	Yet	a	ruler	of
Israel,	whose	origins	are	in	the	distant	past,	will



come	from	you	on	my	behalf.	
—Micah	5:2	(NLT)

2.	The	Shepherds	Were	Waiting.

Those	who	wait	for	the	Lord	will	gain	new
strength;	they	will	mount	up	with	wings	like	eagles,
they	will	run	and	not	get	tired,	they	will	walk	and
not	become	weary.	

—Isaiah	40:31	(NASB)

An	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	them,	and	the
glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they
were	terrified.	But	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Do	not
be	afraid.	I	bring	you	good	news	that	will	cause
great	joy	for	all	the	people.	Today	in	the	town	of
David	a	Savior	has	been	born	to	you;	he	is	the
Messiah,	the	Lord.”	

—Luke	2:9-11	(NIV)

But	when	the	set	time	had	fully	come,	God	sent	his
Son,	born	of	a	woman,	born	under	the	law,	to
redeem	those	under	the	law,	that	we	might	receive
adoption	to	sonship.	

—Galatians	4:4-5	(NIV)

3.	The	Shepherds	Were	Wondering.

And	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	son	and
wrapped	him	in	swaddling	cloths	and	laid	him	in
the	manger,	because	there	was	no	place	for	them	in
the	inn	(kataluma).

—Luke	2:7	(ESV)

While	they	were	there,	the	time	came	for	the	baby
to	be	born,	and	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn,	a
son.	She	wrapped	him	in	cloths	and	placed	him	in	a
manger,	because	there	was	no	guest	room
(kataluma)	available	for	them.

—Luke	2:6-7	(NLT)











So	Jesus	sent	Peter	and	John,	saying,	“Go	and
prepare	the	Passover	for	us…	when	you	have
entered	the	city,	a	man	carrying	a	jar	of	water	will
meet	you.	Follow	him	into	the	house	that	he
enters	and	tell	the	master	of	the	house,	‘The
Teacher	says	to	you,	Where	is	the	guest	room
(kataluma),	where	I	may	eat	the	Passover	with	my



disciples?’	And	he	will	show	you	a	large	upper
room	furnished;	prepare	it	there.”	And	they	went
and	found	it	just	as	he	had	told	them,	and	they
prepared	the	Passover.

—Luke	22:8-13	(ESV)

This	will	be	a	sign	to	you:	You	will	find	a	baby
wrapped	in	swaddling	cloths	and	lying	in	a
manger…

—Luke	2:12	(NLT)

When	the	angels	had	left	them	and	gone	into
heaven,	the	shepherds	said	to	one	another,	“Let’s
go	to	Bethlehem	and	see	this	thing	that	has
happened,	which	the	Lord	has	told	us	about.”	They
hurried	to	the	village	and	found	Mary	and	Joseph.
And	there	was	the	baby,	lying	in	the	manger.

—Luke	2:15-16	(NLT)

As	for	you,	watchtower	of	the	flock,	stronghold	of
Daughter	Zion,	the	former	dominion	will	be
restored	to	you;	kingship	will	come	to	Daughter
Jerusalem.

—Micah	4:8	(NIV)

After	seeing	him,	the	shepherds	told	everyone	what
had	happened	and	what	the	angel	had	said	to	them
about	this	child.	And	all	who	heard	it	wondered	at
what	the	shepherds	told	them.…	The	shepherds
went	back	to	their	flocks,	glorifying	and	praising
God	for	all	they	had	heard	and	seen.	It	was	just	as
the	angel	had	told	them.

—Luke	2:16-20	(NLT)

But	these	things	I	plan	won’t	happen	right	away.	Slowly,
steadily,	surely,	the	time	approaches	when	the	vision	will
be	fulfilled.	If	it	seems	slow,	do	not	despair,	for	these
things	will	surely	come	to	pass.	Just	be	patient!	They	will
not	be	overdue	a	single	day!

—Habakuk	2:3	(TLB)



Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Kyle	&	Liz	(teens	ministry)-	907.854.3611,
kiz_jackson@yahoo.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.

Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


