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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#49	Reacting	To
The	Light





The	people	who	walk	in	darkness	will	see	a	great	light.
For	those	who	live	in	a	land	of	deep	darkness,	a	light	will
shine.	

—Isaiah	9:2	(NLT)

Different	Reactions	To	The	Light:

1.	Turn	That	Light	Out!

“Where	is	the	one	who	has	been	born	king	of	the
Jews?	We	saw	his	star	when	it	rose	and	have	come
to	worship	him.”	When	King	Herod	heard	this	he
was	disturbed,	and	all	Jerusalem	with	him.	

—Matthew	2:2-3	(NIV)

He	sent	them	to	Bethlehem	and	said,	“Go	and
search	carefully	for	the	child.	As	soon	as	you	find
him,	report	to	me,	so	that	I	too	may	go	and
worship	him.”

—Matthew	2:8	(NIV)

Herod,	when	he	realized	that	the	scholars	had
tricked	him,	flew	into	a	rage.	He	commanded	the
murder	of	every	little	boy	two	years	old	and	under
who	lived	in	Bethlehem	and	its	surrounding	hills.
(He	determined	that	age	from	information	he’d



gotten	from	the	scholars.)	That’s	when	Jeremiah’s
revelation	was	fulfilled:	A	sound	was	heard	in
Ramah,	weeping	and	much	lament.	Rachel	weeping
for	her	children,	Rachel	refusing	all	solace,	Her
children	gone,	dead	and	buried.	

—Matthew	2:16-18	(MSG)

God’s	light	came	into	the	world,	but	people	loved
the	darkness	more	than	the	light,	for	their	actions
were	evil.	All	who	do	evil	hate	the	light	and	refuse
to	go	near	it	for	fear	their	sins	will	be	exposed.	But
those	who	do	what	is	right	come	to	the	light	so
others	can	see	that	they	are	doing	what	God	wants.

—John	3:19-21	(NLT)

2.	Oh!	There’s	A	Light?

The	god	of	this	age	has	blinded	the	minds	of
unbelievers,	so	that	they	cannot	see	the	light	of	the
gospel	that	displays	the	glory	of	Christ,	who	is	the
image	of	God.	

—2	Corinthians	4:4	(NIV)

Suddenly,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	among
them,	and	the	radiance	of	the	Lord’s	glory
surrounded	them.	They	were	terrified.	

—Luke	2:9	(NLT)

3.	Leave	It	On!

The	angel	went	to	her	and	said,	“Greetings,	you
who	are	highly	favored!	The	Lord	is	with	you.”
Mary	was	greatly	troubled	at	his	words	and
wondered	what	kind	of	greeting	this	might	be.	But
the	angel	said	to	her,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	Mary;	you
have	found	favor	with	God.	You	will	conceive	and
give	birth	to	a	son,	and	you	are	to	call	him	Jesus.

—Luke	1:26-30	(NIV)

Mary	said,	“I	am	the	Lord’s	servant.	Let	this	thing
you	have	said	happen	to	me!”	Then	the	angel	went



away.
—Luke	1:38	(ERV)

I’m	bursting	with	God-news;	I’m	dancing	the	song
of	my	Savior	God.	God	took	one	good	look	at	me,
and	look	what	happened—	I’m	the	most	fortunate
woman	on	earth!	What	God	has	done	for	me	will
never	be	forgotten,	the	God	whose	very	name	is
holy,	set	apart	from	all	others.	His	mercy	flows	in
wave	after	wave	on	those	who	are	in	awe	before
him.	

—Luke	1:46-50	(MSG)

In	him	was	life,and	that	life	was	the	light	of	all
mankind.	The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,	and	the
darkness	has	not	overcome	it.	

—John	1:4-5	(NIV)

“Neither	this	man	nor	his	parents	sinned,”	said
Jesus,	“but	this	happened	so	that	the	works	of	God
might	be	displayed	in	him.	As	long	as	it	is	day,	we
must	do	the	works	of	him	who	sent	me.	Night	is
coming,	when	no	one	can	work.	While	I	am	in	the
world,	I	am	the	light	of	the	world.”	

—John	9:3-5	(NIV)

Here’s	another	way	to	put	it:	You’re	here	to	be
light,	bringing	out	the	God-colors	in	the	world.	God
is	not	a	secret	to	be	kept.	We’re	going	public	with
this,	as	public	as	a	city	on	a	hill.	If	I	make	you	light-
bearers,	you	don’t	think	I’m	going	to	hide	you
under	a	bucket,	do	you?	I’m	putting	you	on	a	light
stand.	Now	that	I’ve	put	you	there	on	a	hilltop,	on
a	light	stand—shine!	Keep	open	house;	be	generous
with	your	lives.	By	opening	up	to	others,	you’ll
prompt	people	to	open	up	with	God,	this	generous
Father	in	heaven.	

—Matthew	5:	14-16	(MSG)

Follow	Through	Step	#49:



Be	the	light.	Let	His	light	shine	through	you	on	the	people
around	you.	Be	a	light-bearer,	not	a	grinch.

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Cassie	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.360.2996,
cassiemaylinn@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


