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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#9:	Temptations



Then	Jesus	was	led	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness	to	be
tempted	there	by	the	devil.

—Matthew	4:1	(NLT)

Lessons	From	Jesus’	Testing:

1.	Who	Jesus	Is.

“This	is	my	dearly	loved	Son,	who	brings	me	great
joy.”

—Matthew	3:16-17	(NLT)



For	forty	days	and	forty	nights	he	fasted	and
became	very	hungry.

—Matthew	4:1	(NLT)

During	that	time	the	devil	came	and	said	to	him,	“If
you	are	the	Son	of	God…”

—Matthew	4:3	(NLT)

Remember	how	the	Lord	your	God	led	you	through
the	wilderness	for	these	forty	years,	humbling	you
and	testing	you	to	prove	your	character,	and	to	find
out	whether	or	not	you	would	obey	his	commands.

—Deuteronomy	8:2	(NLT)

2.	Who	The	Tester	Is.	

After	fasting	forty	days	and	forty	nights,	he	was
hungry.	The	tempter	came	to	him	and	said…

—Matthew	4:2-3	(NIV)

Stay	alert!	Watch	out	for	your	great	enemy,	the
devil.	He	prowls	around	like	a	roaring	lion,	looking
for	someone	to	devour.

—1	Peter	5:8	(NLT)

Satan,	who	is	the	god	of	this	world,	has	blinded	the
minds	of	those	who	don’t	believe.

—2	Corinthians	4:4	(NLT)

Satan	himself	masquerades	as	an	angel	of	light.	
—2	Corinthians	11:14	(NLT)

This	great	dragon—the	ancient	serpent	called	the
devil,	or	Satan,	the	one	deceiving	the	whole	world
—was	thrown	down	to	the	earth	with	all	his	angels.

—Revelation	12:9	(NLT)

3.	Why	These	Tests?	

During	that	time	the	devil	came	and	said	to	him,	“If
you	are	the	Son	of	God,	tell	these	stones	to	become
loaves	of	bread.”	But	Jesus	told	him,	“No!	The



Scriptures	say,	‘People	do	not	live	by	bread
alone,	but	by	every	word	that	comes	from	the
mouth	of	God.’

—Matthew	4:3-4	(NLT)

Yes,	he	humbled	you	by	letting	you	go	hungry	and
then	feeding	you	with	manna,	a	food	previously
unknown	to	you	and	your	ancestors.	He	did	it	to
teach	you	that	people	do	not	live	by	bread	alone;
rather,	we	live	by	every	word	that	comes	from	the
mouth	of	the	Lord.

—Deuteronomy	8:2-3	(NLT)

Then	the	devil	took	him	to	the	holy	city,	Jerusalem,
to	the	highest	point	of	the	Temple,	and	said,	“If	you
are	the	Son	of	God,	jump	off!	For	the	Scriptures
say,	‘He	will	order	his	angels	to	protect	you.	And
they	will	hold	you	up	with	their	hands	so	you	won’t
even	hurt	your	foot	on	a	stone.’”	Jesus	responded,
“The	Scriptures	also	say,	‘You	must	not	test	the
Lord	your	God.’”

—Matthew	4:5-7	(NLT)

You	must	not	test	the	Lord	your	God	as	you	did
when	you	complained	at	Massah.

—Deuteronomy	6:16	(NLT)

Moses	named	the	place	Massah	(which	means
“test”)	and	Meribah	(which	means	“arguing”)
because	the	people	of	Israel	argued	with	Moses	and
tested	the	Lord	by	saying,	“Is	the	Lord	here	with	us
or	not?”

—Exodus	17:7	(NLT)

Next	the	devil	took	him	to	the	peak	of	a	very	high
mountain	and	showed	him	all	the	kingdoms	of	the
world	and	their	glory.	“I	will	give	it	all	to	you,”	he
said,	“if	you	will	kneel	down	and	worship	me.”
“Get	out	of	here,	Satan,”	Jesus	told	him.	“For	the
Scriptures	say,	‘You	must	worship	the	Lord	your
God	and	serve	only	him.’”	Then	the	devil	went



away,	and	angels	came	and	took	care	of	Jesus.
—Matthew	4:8-11	(NLT)

You	must	fear	the	Lord	your	God	and	serve	him.
—Deuteronomy	6:13	(NLT)

But	Peter	took	him	aside	and	began	to	reprimand
him	for	saying	such	things.	“Heaven	forbid,	Lord,”
he	said.	“This	will	never	happen	to	you!”	Jesus
turned	to	Peter	and	said,	“Get	away	from	me,
Satan!	You	are	a	dangerous	trap	to	me.	You	are
seeing	things	merely	from	a	human	point	of	view,
not	from	God’s.”

—Matthew	16:22-23	(NLT)

4.	How	We	Overcome.	

Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name,	your
kingdom	come,	your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	it	is
in	heaven.	Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	And
forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	also	have	forgiven	our
debtors.	And	lead	us	not	into	temptation	(testing),
but	deliver	us	from	the	evil	one.	For	Yours	is	the
Kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	for	ever	and
ever.	Amen.

—Matthew	6:9-13	(NIV)

Follow	Through	Step	#9:

Memorize	and	reflect	on	how	the	Lord’s	model	prayer	is	an
antidote	to	the	tests	He	faced	and	that	He	knew	you	and	I
would	one	day	face.	

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try



texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


