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As	the	time	drew	near	for	him	to	ascend	to	heaven,	Jesus
resolutely	turned	His	face	toward	Jerusalem.

—Luke	9:51	(ESV)

From	then	on	Jesus	began	to	tell	his	disciples	plainly	that
it	was	necessary	for	him	to	go	to	Jerusalem,	and	that	he
would	suffer	many	terrible	things	at	the	hands	of	the
elders,	the	leading	priests,	and	the	teachers	of	religious
law.	He	would	be	killed,	but	on	the	third	day	he	would	be
raised	from	the	dead.

—Matthew	16:21	(NLT)

When	the	leading	priests	and	teachers	of	religious	law
heard	what	Jesus	had	done,	they	began	planning	how	to
kill	him.	But	they	were	afraid	of	him	because	the	people
were	so	amazed	at	his	teaching.

—Mark	11:18	(NLT)

The	Three	Heavyweights	Attack:

Round	1:	Authority.

	As	Jesus	was	walking	through	the	Temple	area,	the
leading	priests,	the	teachers	of	religious	law,	and



the	elders	came	up	to	him.	They	demanded,	“By
what	authority	are	you	doing	all	these	things?	Who
gave	you	the	right	to	do	them?”

—Mark	11:27-28	(NLT)

	“I’ll	tell	you	by	what	authority	I	do	these	things	if
you	answer	one	question,”	Jesus	replied.	“Did
John’s	authority	to	baptize	come	from	heaven,	or
was	it	merely	human?	Answer	me!”

—Mark	11:29-30	(NLT)

They	talked	it	over	among	themselves.	“If	we	say	it
was	from	heaven,	he	will	ask	why	we	didn’t	believe
John.	But	do	we	dare	say	it	was	merely	human?”
For	they	were	afraid	of	what	the	people	would	do,
because	everyone	believed	that	John	was	a
prophet.	So	they	finally	replied,	“We	don’t	know.”
And	Jesus	responded,	“Then	I	won’t	tell	you	by
what	authority	I	do	these	things.”

—Mark	11:31-33	(NLT)

Round	2:	Motives.

Then	Jesus	began	teaching	them	with	stories:	“A
man	planted	a	vineyard.	He	built	a	wall	around	it,
dug	a	pit	for	pressing	out	the	grape	juice,	and	built
a	lookout	tower.	Then	he	leased	the	vineyard	to
tenant	farmers	and	moved	to	another	country.

—Mark	12:1	(NLT)

Now	I	will	sing	for	the	one	I	love	a	song	about	his
vineyard:	My	beloved	had	a	vineyard	on	a	rich	and
fertile	hill.	He	plowed	the	land,	cleared	its	stones,
and	planted	it	with	the	best	vines.	In	the	middle	he
built	a	watchtower	and	carved	a	winepress	in	the
nearby	rocks.	Then	he	waited	for	a	harvest	of
sweet	grapes,	but	the	grapes	that	grew	were	bitter.

—Isaiah	5:1-2	(NLT)

	The	religious	leaders	wanted	to	arrest	Jesus
because	they	realized	he	was	telling	the	story



against	them—	they	were	the	wicked	farmers.	But
they	were	afraid	of	the	crowd,	so	they	left	him	and
went	away.

—Mark	12:12	(NLT)

Round	3:	Jurisdiction.

	Later	the	leaders	sent	some	Pharisees	and
supporters	of	Herod	to	trap	Jesus	into	saying
something	for	which	he	could	be	arrested.
“Teacher,”	they	said…	“tell	us—is	it	right	to	pay
taxes	to	Caesar	or	not?		Should	we	pay	them,	or
shouldn’t	we?”

—Mark	12:13-15	(NLT)

Jesus	saw	through	their	hypocrisy	and	said…
“Show	me	a	Roman	coin,	and	I’ll	tell	you.”	When
they	handed	it	to	him,	he	asked,	“Whose	picture
and	title	are	stamped	on	it?”	“Caesar’s,”	they
replied.	“Well,	then,”	Jesus	said,	“give	to	Caesar
what	belongs	to	Caesar,	and	give	to	God	what
belongs	to	God.”	His	reply	completely	amazed
them.

—Mark	12:15-17	(NLT)

So	God	created	human	beings	in	his	own	image.	In
the	image	of	God	he	created	them;	male	and
female	he	created	them.

—Genesis	1:27	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Reflect	on	what	it	means	to	give	to	God	what	belongs	to
God-	that	upon	which	His	image	is	stamped.


