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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#13:	Jesus	&
Nicodemus



There	was	a	man	named	Nicodemus,	a	Jewish	religious
leader	who	was	a	Pharisee.	After	dark	one	evening,	he
came	to	speak	with	Jesus.

—John	3:1-2	(NLT)

3	Lessons	From	Nicodemus:

1.	We	All	Need	A	New	Birth.

“Rabbi,”	he	said,	“we	all	know	that	God	has	sent



you	to	teach	us.	Your	miraculous	signs	are	evidence
that	God	is	with	you.”	Jesus	replied,	“I	tell	you	the
truth,	unless	you	are	born	again,	you	cannot	see
the	Kingdom	of	God.”

—John	3:2-3	(NLT)

Looking	at	the	man,	Jesus	felt	genuine	love	for	him.
“There	is	still	one	thing	you	haven’t	done,”	he	told
him.	“Go	and	sell	all	your	possessions	and	give	the
money	to	the	poor,	and	you	will	have	treasure	in
heaven.	Then	come,	follow	me.”		At	this	the	man’s
face	fell,	and	he	went	away	sad,	for	he	had	many
possessions.

—Mark	10:21-22	(NLT)

2.	The	New	Birth	Is	Not	A	Band-Aid.

“What	do	you	mean?”	exclaimed	Nicodemus.	“How
can	an	old	man	go	back	into	his	mother’s	womb
and	be	born	again?”	Jesus	replied,	“I	assure	you,	no
one	can	enter	the	Kingdom	of	God	without	being
born	of	water	and	the	Spirit.	Humans	can
reproduce	only	human	life,	but	the	Holy	Spirit	gives
birth	to	spiritual	life.	So	don’t	be	surprised	when	I
say,	‘You	must	be	born	again.’

—John	3:4-7	(NLT)



“You	are	Israel’s	teacher,”	said	Jesus,	“and	do	you
not	understand	these	things?”

—John	3:10	(NLT)

Then	I	will	sprinkle	clean	water	on	you,	and	you
will	be	clean.	Your	filth	will	be	washed	away,	and
you	will	no	longer	worship	idols.	And	I	will	give	you
a	new	heart,	and	I	will	put	a	new	spirit	in	you.	I	will
take	out	your	stony,	stubborn	heart	and	give	you	a
tender,	responsive	heart.	And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	in
you	so	that	you	will	follow	my	decrees	and	be
careful	to	obey	my	regulations.



—Ezekiel	36:25-27	(NLT)

Look!	I	am	going	to	put	breath	into	you	and	make
you	live	again!	I	will	put	flesh	and	muscles	on	you
and	cover	you	with	skin.	I	will	put	breath	into	you,
and	you	will	come	alive.

—Ezekiel	37:5-6	(NLT)

Come,	O	breath,	from	the	four	winds!	Breathe	into
these	dead	bodies	so	they	may	come	alive.’”		So	I
spoke	the	message	as	he	commanded	me,	and
breath	came	into	their	bodies.	They	all	came	to	life
and	stood	up	on	their	feet—a	great	army.

—Ezekiel	37:9-10	(NLT)

“The	wind	blows	wherever	it	wants.	Just	as	you	can
hear	the	wind	but	can’t	tell	where	it	comes	from	or
where	it	is	going,	so	you	can’t	explain	how	people
are	born	of	the	Spirit.”	“How	are	these	things
possible?”	Nicodemus	asked.

—John	3:8-9	(NLT)

3.	It’s	Al	About	The	Pistos.

For	this	is	how	God	loved	the	world:	He	gave[g]	his
one	and	only	Son,	so	that	everyone	who	believes	in
him	will	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	God	sent
his	Son	into	the	world	not	to	condemn	the	world,
but	to	save	the	world	through	him.

—John	3:16-17	(NLT)

No	one	has	ever	gone	to	heaven	and	returned.	But
the	Son	of	Man[e]	has	come	down	from
heaven.	And	as	Moses	lifted	up	the	bronze	snake	on
a	pole	in	the	wilderness,	so	the	Son	of	Man	must	be
lifted	up,	so	that	everyone	who	believes	in	him	will
have	eternal	life.

—John	3:13-15	(NLT)

Then	Nicodemus,	the	leader	who	had	met	with
Jesus	earlier,	spoke	up.	“Is	it	legal	to	convict	a	man



before	he	is	given	a	hearing?”	he	asked.
—John	7:50-51	(NLT)

When	Pilate	gave	permission,	Joseph	came	and
took	the	body	away.	With	him	came	Nicodemus,
the	man	who	had	come	to	Jesus	at	night.

—John	19:38-39	(NLT)
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