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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#15:	A	Garden,	A
Cup	&	A	Cross





As	the	time	drew	near	for	him	to	ascend	to	heaven,	Jesus
resolutely	turned	His	face	toward	Jerusalem.

—Luke	9:51	(ESV)

Lessons	From	Jesus’	Final	Night:

1.	The	Great	Rescue.	

And	I	will	cause	hostility	between	you	and	the
woman,	and	between	your	offspring	and	her
offspring.	He	will	strike	your	head,	and	you	will
strike	his	heel.”

—Genesis	3:15	(NLT)

God	showed	his	great	love	for	us	by	sending	Christ
to	die	for	us	while	we	were	still	sinners…	Now	he
will	save	us	from	all	of	God’s	wrath	to	come.		And
since,	when	we	were	his	enemies,	we	were	brought
back	to	God	by	the	death	of	his	Son,	what	blessings
he	must	have	for	us	now	that	we	are	his	friends	and
he	is	living	within	us!

—Romans	3:8-10	(TLB)

2.	The	Shocking	Cost	Of	Our	Rescue.	

He	took	Peter,	James,	and	John	with	him,	and	he
became	deeply	troubled	and	distressed.	He	told
them,	“My	soul	is	crushed	with	grief	to	the	point	of
death.	Stay	here	and	keep	watch	with	me.”

—Mark	14:33-34	(NLT)

3.	The	Courage	Of	The	Rescuer.	



“Father,	if	you	are	willing,	take	this	cup	from	me;
yet	not	my	will,	but	yours	be	done.”	…And	being	in
anguish,	he	prayed	more	earnestly,	and	his	sweat
was	like	drops	of	blood	falling	to	the	ground.

—Luke	22:42-44	(NLT)

Your	cup	is	filled	to	the	brim	with	distress	and
desolation…	You	will	drain	that	cup	of	terror	to	the
very	bottom.

—Ezekiel	23:33-34	(NLT)

4.	The	Beauty	Of	God’s	Plan.	

God	knew	what	would	happen,	and	his
prearranged	plan	was	carried	out	when	Jesus	was
betrayed.	With	the	help	of	lawless	Gentiles,	you
nailed	him	to	a	cross	and	killed	him.	But	God
released	him	from	the	horrors	of	death	and	raised
him	back	to	life,	for	death	could	not	keep	him	in	its
grip.

—Acts	2:23-24	(NLT)

i.	The	Problem	=	Sin.	

All	have	sinned;	all	fall	short	of	God’s	glorious
standard…	and	all	need	to	be	made	right	with	God.

—Romans	3:23-24	(NLT)

ii.	The	Problem	=	Sin’s	Cost.	

The	wages	of	sin	is	death.
—Romans	6:23	(NLT)

Without	the	shedding	of	blood,	there	is	no
forgiveness	of	sins.

—Hebrews	9:22	(NLT)

iii.	God’s	Solution	=	Jesus	&	The	Cross.	

He	canceled	the	debt,	which	listed	all	the	rules	we
failed	to	follow.	He	took	away	that	record	with	its
rules	and	nailed	it	to	the	cross.	God	stripped	the



spiritual	rulers	and	powers	of	their	authority.	With
the	cross,	he	won	the	victory	and	showed	the	world
that	they	were	powerless.

—Colossians	2:14-15	(NCV)

See,	I	have	taken	the	terrible	cup	from	your	hands.
You	will	drink	no	more	of	my	fury.

—Isaiah	51:22	(NLT)

He	personally	carried	the	load	of	our	sins	in	his
own	body	when	he	died	on	the	cross	so	that	we	can
be	finished	with	sin	and	live	a	good	life	from	now
on.	For	his	wounds	have	healed	ours!

—1	Peter	2:24	(TLB)

He	said,	“It	is	finished!”	Then	he	bowed	his	head
and	gave	up	his	spirit.

—John	19:30	(NLT)

So	now	there	is	no	condemnation	for	those	who
belong	to	Christ	Jesus.

—Romans	8:1	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step	#15:

Watch	one	of	the	“Jesus”	movies-	Son	Of	God;	The	Passion
(NOT	for	the	faint	of	heart);	The	Lion,	The	Witch	&	The
Wardrobe;	Risen;	etc…

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,



anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


