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Later,	Jesus	appeared	again	to	the	disciples	beside	the
Sea	of	Galilee.	This	is	how	it	happened…

—John	21:1	(NLT)

All	of	this	is	a	gift	from	God,	who	brought	us	back	to
himself	through	Christ.	And	God	has	given	us	this	task	of
reconciling	people	to	him.	For	God	was	in	Christ,
reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	no	longer	counting
people’s	sins	against	them.	And	he	gave	us	this	wonderful
message	of	reconciliation.

—2	Corinthians	5:18-19	(NLT)

3	Signs	Of	Reconciliation:

1.	Everybody’s	Welcome.

Several	of	the	disciples	were	there—	Simon	Peter,
Thomas	(nicknamed	the	Twin),	Nathanael	from
Cana	in	Galilee,	the	sons	of	Zebedee,	and	two
other	disciples.

—John	21:3	(NLT)

For	Christ	himself	has	brought	peace	to	us.	He
united	Jews	and	Gentiles	into	one	people	when,	in
his	own	body	on	the	cross,	he	broke	down	the	wall
of	hostility	that	separated	us…	Christ	reconciled
both	groups	to	God	by	means	of	his	death	on	the
cross,	and	our	hostility	toward	each	other	was	put
to	death.

—Ephesians	2:14-16	(NLT)

So	accept	each	other	just	as	Christ	has	accepted
you;	then	God	will	be	glorified.

—Romans	15:7	(NLT)

2.	Nobody’s	Perfect.

When	Simon	Peter	heard	that	it	was	the	Lord,	he…
jumped	into	the	water,	and	headed	to	shore.		The
others	stayed	with	the	boat	and	pulled	the	loaded
net	to	the	shore…	When	they	got	there,	they	found



breakfast	waiting	for	them—	fish	cooking	over	a
charcoal	fire,	and	some	bread.

—John	21:7-9	(NLT)

Why	do	you	fight	and	argue	with	each	other?	Isn’t
it	because	you	are	full	of	selfish	desires	that	fight	to
control	your	body?

—James	4:1	(CEV)

Make	allowance	for	each	other’s	faults,	and	forgive
anyone	who	offends	you.	Remember,	the	Lord
forgave	you,	so	you	must	forgive	others.

—Colossians	3:13	(NLT)

3.	Anything’s	Possible.

After	breakfast	Jesus	asked	Simon	Peter,	“Simon
son	of	John,	do	you	love	me	more	than	these?	“Yes,
Lord,”	Peter	replied,	“you	know	I	love	you.”	“Then
feed	my	lambs,”	Jesus	told	him.		Jesus	repeated	the
question:	“Simon	son	of	John,	do	you	love	me?”
“Yes,	Lord,”	Peter	said,	“you	know	I	love	you.”
“Then	take	care	of	my	sheep,”	Jesus	said.		A	third
time	he	asked	him,	“Simon	son	of	John,	do	you	love
me?”	Peter	was	hurt	that	Jesus	asked	the	question	a
third	time.	He	said,	“Lord,	you	know	everything.
You	know	that	I	love	you.”	Jesus	said,	“Then	feed
my	sheep.

—John	21:15-17	(NLT)

So	now	I	am	giving	you	a	new	commandment:	Love
each	other.	Just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	should
love	each	other.	Your	love	for	one	another	will
prove	to	the	world	that	you	are	my	disciples.”

—John	13:34-35	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	for	you	in	your
own	life	that	everybody’s	welcome,	nobody’s	perfect	and
anything	is	possible.	How	do	you	live	out	those	three	signs



by	accepting,	forgiving	and	loving	the	way	that	Jesus	did?	Is
it	possible	to	do	that	while	also	standing	up	for	the	truth
that	the	Bible	teaches?


