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Pride	ends	in	humiliation,	while	humility	brings	honor.
—Proverbs	29:23	(NLT)

Jesus	told	a	story	to	some	people	who	thought	they	were
better	than	others	and	who	looked	down	on	everyone
else…

—Luke	18:9	(CEV)

Observations	On	Smug-arroganc-iority:

1.	Smug-arroganc-iority	Always	Divides.

Two	men	went	to	the	Temple	to	pray.	One	was	a
Pharisee,	and	the	other	was	a	despised	tax
collector.	The	Pharisee	stood	by	himself	and	prayed
this	prayer:	‘I	thank	you,	God,	that	I	am	not	like
other	people—	cheaters,	sinners,	adulterers.	I’m
certainly	not	like	that	tax	collector!	I	fast	twice	a
week,	and	I	give	you	a	tenth	of	my	income.’

—Luke	18:10-12	(NLT)

“God	opposes	the	proud	but	favors	the	humble.”	So
humble	yourselves	before	God.

—James	4:6-7	(NLT)



2.	A	Cure	Only	Begins	With	Awareness.

“But	the	tax	collector	stood	at	a	distance	and
dared	not	even	lift	his	eyes	to	heaven	as	he	prayed.
Instead,	he	beat	his	chest	in	sorrow,	saying,	‘O	God,
be	merciful	to	me,	for	I	am	a	sinner.’

—Luke	18:13	(NLT)

As	I	was	on	the	road,	a	light	from	heaven	brighter
than	the	sun	shone	down	on	me	and	my
companions.	We	all	fell	down,	and	I	heard	a	voice
saying	to	me	in	Aramaic,	‘Saul,	Saul,	why	are	you
persecuting	me?	It	is	hard	to	kick	against	the
goads.“	“’Who	are	you,	lord?’	I	asked.	“And	the
Lord	replied,	‘I	am	Jesus,	the	one	you	are
persecuting.	Now	get	to	your	feet!	For	I	have
appeared	to	you	to	appoint	you	as	my	servant	and
witness.”

—Acts	26:13-16	(NLT)

Pride	goes	before	destruction,	and	haughtiness
before	a	fall.

—Proverbs	16:18	(NLT)

3.	The	Only	Antidote	Is	Humil-entl-eekness.

I	tell	you,	this	sinner,	not	the	Pharisee,	returned
home	justified	before	God.	For	those	who	exalt
themselves	will	be	humbled,	and	those	who	humble
themselves	will	be	exalted.

—Luke	18:14	(NLT)

	I	once	thought	these	things	were	valuable,	but	now
I	consider	them	worthless	because	of	what	Christ
has	done.	Yes,	everything	else	is	worthless	when
compared	with	the	infinite	value	of	knowing	Christ
Jesus	my	Lord.	For	his	sake	I	have	discarded
everything	else,	counting	it	all	as	garbage,	so	that	I
could	gain	Christ	and	become	one	with	him.	I	no
longer	count	on	my	own	righteousness	through
obeying	the	law;	rather,	I	become	righteous



through	faith	in	Christ.
—Philippians	3:7-9	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	smug-arroganc-iority.	Can
you	see	any	areas	in	your	life	that	you	have	in	common	with
the	Pharisees?	Have	you	ever	felt	like	maybe	you	were
being	goaded	by	Jesus	to	move	forward	when	you	wanted
to	stay	put?	What	would	you	have	to	let	go	of	in	order	to
fully	know	Jesus?


