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Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	heart;	do	not	depend	on
your	own	understanding.	Seek	his	will	in	all	you	do,	and
he	will	show	you	which	path	to	take.

—Proverbs	3:5-6	(NLT)



3	Lessons	This	Story	Teaches:

1.	Religion	Is	External-	Jesus	Wants	Our	Heart.

As	Jesus	was	starting	out	on	his	way	to	Jerusalem,	a
man	came	running	up	to	him,	knelt	down,	and
asked,	“Good	Teacher,	what	must	I	do	to	inherit
eternal	life?”

—Mark	10:17	(NLT)

We	are	all	infected	and	impure	with	sin.	When	we
display	our	righteous	deeds,	they	are	nothing	but
filthy	rags.

—Isaiah	64:6	(NLT)

I	once	thought	these	things	were	valuable,	but	now
I	consider	them	worthless	because	of	what	Christ
has	done.	Yes,	everything	else	is	worthless	when
compared	with	the	infinite	value	of	knowing	Christ
Jesus	my	Lord.	For	his	sake	I	have	discarded
everything	else,	counting	it	all	as	garbage,	so	that	I
could	gain	Christ	and	become	one	with	him.	I	no
longer	count	on	my	own	righteousness	through
obeying	the	law;	rather,	I	become	righteous
through	faith	in	Christ.	For	God’s	way	of	making
us	right	with	himself	depends	on	faith.



—Philippians	3:7-9	(NLT)

2.	Jesus	Identifies	Our	Idols.

“Why	do	you	call	me	good?”	Jesus	asked.	“Only
God	is	truly	good.	But	to	answer	your	question,	you
know	the	commandments:	‘You	must	not	murder.
You	must	not	commit	adultery.	You	must	not	steal.
You	must	not	testify	falsely.	You	must	not	cheat
anyone.	Honor	your	father	and	mother.’”
	“Teacher,”	the	man	replied,	“I’ve	obeyed	all	these
commandments	since	I	was	young.”

—Mark	10:18-20	(NLT)

	Looking	at	the	man,	Jesus	felt	genuine	love	for
him.	“There	is	still	one	thing	you	haven’t	done,”	he
told	him.	“Go	and	sell	all	your	possessions	and	give
the	money	to	the	poor,	and	you	will	have	treasure
in	heaven.	Then	come,	follow	me.”		At	this	the
man’s	face	fell,	and	he	went	away	sad,	for	he	had
many	possessions.

—Mark	10:21-22	(NLT)

(They)	have	set	up	idols	in	their	hearts.	They	have
embraced	things	that	will	make	them	fall	into	sin.

—Ezekiel	14:3	(NLT)

Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	heart;	do	not	depend
on	your	own	understanding.	Seek	his	will	in	all	you
do,	and	he	will	show	you	which	path	to	take.

—Proverbs	3:5-6	(NLT)

3.	You	Can’t	Give	Up	More	Than	You	Get	Back.

Jesus	looked	around	and	said	to	his	disciples,	“How
hard	it	is	for	the	rich	to	enter	the	Kingdom	of
God!”	This	amazed	them.	But	Jesus	said	again,
“Dear	children,	it	is	very	hard[f]	to	enter	the
Kingdom	of	God.	In	fact,	it	is	easier	for	a	camel	to
go	through	the	eye	of	a	needle	than	for	a	rich
person	to	enter	the	Kingdom	of	God!”		The



disciples	were	astounded.	“Then	who	in	the	world
can	be	saved?”	they	asked.		Jesus	looked	at	them
intently	and	said,	“Humanly	speaking,	it	is
impossible.	But	not	with	God.	Everything	is
possible	with	God.”

—Mark	10:23-27	(NLT)

	Then	Peter	began	to	speak	up.	“We’ve	given	up
everything	to	follow	you,”	he	said.		“Yes,”	Jesus
replied,	“and	I	assure	you	that	everyone	who	has
given	up	house	or	brothers	or	sisters	or	mother	or
father	or	children	or	property,	for	my	sake	and	for
the	Good	News,	will	receive	now	in	return	a
hundred	times	as	many	houses,	brothers,	sisters,
mothers,	children,	and	property—	along	with
persecution.	And	in	the	world	to	come	that	person
will	have	eternal	life.

—Mark	10:28-30	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	Jesus	would	tell	you	to	go	and	get
rid	of	before	you	come	follow	him	and	find	eternal	life.	Ask	yourself	two
questions,	what’s	in	your	wallet	and	what’s	in	your	heart?


