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The	righteous	cry	out,	and	the	Lord	hears	them;	he
delivers	them	from	all	their	troubles.	The	Lord	is	close	to
the	brokenhearted	and	saves	those	who	are	crushed	in
spirit.

—Psalm	34:17	(NLT)

3	Lessons	From	Bartimaeus:

1.	He	Saw	His	Chance.

As	Jesus	approached	Jericho,	a	blind	man	was
sitting	by	the	roadside	begging.	When	he	heard	the
crowd	going	by,	he	asked	what	was	happening.
	They	told	him,	“Jesus	of	Nazareth	is	passing	by.”



	He	called	out,	“Jesus,	Son	of	David,	have	mercy	on
me!”

—Luke	18:35-38	(NLT)

The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	me,	for	he	has
anointed	me	to	bring	Good	News	to	the	poor.	He
has	sent	me	to	proclaim	that	captives	will	be
released,	that	the	blind	will	see,	that	the	oppressed
will	be	set	free,	and	that	the	time	of	the	Lord’s
favor	has	come.	He	rolled	up	the	scroll,	handed	it
back	to	the	attendant,	and	sat	down.	All	eyes	in	the
synagogue	looked	at	him	intently.		Then	he	began
to	speak	to	them.	“The	Scripture	you’ve	just	heard
has	been	fulfilled	this	very	day!”

—Luke	4:18-21	(NLT)

	So	let	us	come	boldly	to	the	throne	of	our	gracious
God.	There	we	will	receive	his	mercy,	and	we	will
find	grace	to	help	us	when	we	need	it	most.

—Hebrews	4:16	(NLT)

	Then	Jesus	uttered	another	loud	cry	and	breathed
his	last.	And	the	curtain	in	the	sanctuary	of	the
Temple	was	torn	in	two,	from	top	to	bottom.

—Mark	15:37-38	(NLT)

And	so,	dear	brothers	and	sisters,	we	can	boldly
enter	heaven’s	Most	Holy	Place	because	of	the
blood	of	Jesus.	By	his	death,	Jesus	opened	a	new
and	life-giving	way	through	the	curtain	into	the
Most	Holy	Place.		And	since	we	have	a	great	High
Priest	who	rules	over	God’s	house,	let	us	go	right
into	the	presence	of	God	with	sincere	hearts	fully
trusting	him.	For	our	guilty	consciences	have	been
sprinkled	with	Christ’s	blood	to	make	us	clean,	and
our	bodies	have	been	washed	with	pure	water.

—Hebrews	10:19-22	(NLT)

2.	He	Refused	To	Shut	Up.

Those	who	led	the	way	rebuked	him	and	told	him



to	be	quiet,	but	he	shouted	all	the	more,	“Son	of
David,	have	mercy	on	me!”

—Luke	18:39	(NLT)

And	so	I	tell	you,	keep	on	asking,	and	you	will
receive	what	you	ask	for.	Keep	on	seeking,	and	you
will	find.	Keep	on	knocking,	and	the	door	will	be
opened	to	you.	For	everyone	who	asks,	receives.
Everyone	who	seeks,	finds.	And	to	everyone	who
knocks,	the	door	will	be	opened.

—Luke	11:9-10	(NLT)

One	day	Jesus	told	his	disciples	a	story	to	show	that
they	should	always	pray	and	never	give	up.	“There
was	a	judge	in	a	certain	city,”	he	said,	“who	neither
feared	God	nor	cared	about	people.	A	widow	of
that	city	came	to	him	repeatedly,	saying,	‘Give	me
justice	in	this	dispute	with	my	enemy.’	The	judge
ignored	her	for	a	while,	but	finally	he	said	to
himself,	‘I	don’t	fear	God	or	care	about	people,	but
this	woman	is	driving	me	crazy.	I’m	going	to	see
that	she	gets	justice,	because	she	is	wearing	me	out
with	her	constant	requests!’”

—Luke	18:1-5	(NLT)

Then	the	Lord	said,	“Learn	a	lesson	from	this
unjust	judge.	Even	he	rendered	a	just	decision	in
the	end.	So	don’t	you	think	God	will	surely	give
justice	to	his	chosen	people	who	cry	out	to	him	day
and	night?	Will	he	keep	putting	them	off?	I	tell	you,
he	will	grant	justice	to	them	quickly!	But	when	the
Son	of	Man	returns,	how	many	will	he	find	on	the
earth	who	have	faith?”

—Luke	18:7-8	(NLT)

3.	He	Told	Jesus	What	He	Really	Wanted.

	When	Jesus	heard	him,	he	stopped	and	ordered
that	the	man	be	brought	to	him.	As	the	man	came
near,	Jesus	asked	him,	“What	do	you	want	me	to	do
for	you?”	“Lord,”	he	said,	“I	want	to	see!”		And



Jesus	said,	“All	right,	receive	your	sight!	Your	faith
has	healed	you.”	Instantly	the	man	could	see,	and
he	followed	Jesus,	praising	God.	And	all	who	saw	it
praised	God,	too.

—Luke	18:40-43	(NLT)

One	of	the	criminals	hanging	beside	him	scoffed,
“So	you’re	the	Messiah,	are	you?	Prove	it	by	saving
yourself—and	us,	too,	while	you’re	at	it!”		But	the
other	criminal	protested,	“Don’t	you	fear	God	even
when	you	have	been	sentenced	to	die?		We	deserve
to	die	for	our	crimes,	but	this	man	hasn’t	done
anything	wrong.”		Then	he	said,	“Jesus,	remember
me	when	you	come	into	your	Kingdom.”		And	Jesus
replied,	“I	assure	you,	today	you	will	be	with	me	in
paradise.”

—Luke	23:39-43	(NLT)

Call	to	me	and	I	will	answer	you	and	tell	you	great
and	unsearchable	things	you	do	not	know.

—Jeremiah	33:3	(NIV)

God,	who	makes	everything	work	together,	will
work	you	into	his	most	excellent	harmonies.

—Philippians	4:9	(MSG)

Follow	Through	Step:

*Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	you	shouldn’t	shut	up	about.
Have	you	stopped	asking	God	for	something	that’s	important	to	you
because	he	felt	like	he	didn’t	care?	Maybe	it’s	time	to	start	asking,
seeking	and	knocking	again.	
*


