
August	1,	2026

The	Year(s)	Of
Following	Jesus
#239	Parable	Of
The	Workers	In
The	Vineyard





For	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	like	the	landowner	who
went	out	early	one	morning	to	hire	workers	for	his
vineyard.	He	agreed	to	pay	the	normal	daily	wage	and
sent	them	out	to	work.

—Matthew	20:1-2	(NLT)

3	Lessons	From	The	Vineyard

1.	Grape	Expectations.

When	those	hired	at	five	o’clock	were	paid,	each
received	a	full	day’s	wage.	When	those	hired	first
came	to	get	their	pay,	they	assumed	they	would
receive	more.	But	they,	too,	were	paid	a	day’s
wage.	When	they	received	their	pay,	they	protested
to	the	owner,	‘Those	people	worked	only	one	hour,
and	yet	you’ve	paid	them	just	as	much	as	you	paid
us	who	worked	all	day	in	the	scorching	heat.’

—Matthew	20:9-12	(NLT)

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through
faith—and	this	is	not	from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift
of	God—	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.
	For	we	are	God’s	handiwork,	created	in	Christ
Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in
advance	for	us	to	do.

—Ephesians	2:8-10	(NIV)

I	will	have	mercy	on	whom	I	will	have	mercy,	and	I
will	have	compassion	on	whom	I	will	have
compassion.

—Exodus	33:19	(NIV)

2.	Grapes	Of	Wrath.

He	answered	one	of	them,	‘Friend,	I	haven’t	been
unfair!	Didn’t	you	agree	to	work	all	day	for	the
usual	wage?	Take	your	money	and	go.	I	wanted	to
pay	this	last	worker	the	same	as	you.	Is	it	against
the	law	for	me	to	do	what	I	want	with	my	money?
Should	you	be	jealous	because	I	am	kind	to



others?’
—Matthew	20:13-15	(NLT)

Pay	careful	attention	to	your	own	work,	for	then
you	will	get	the	satisfaction	of	a	job	well	done,	and
you	won’t	need	to	compare	yourself	to	anyone	else.
For	we	are	each	responsible	for	our	own	conduct.

—Galatians	6:4-5	(NLT)

Jesus	said	this	to	let	him	know	by	what	kind	of
death	he	would	glorify	God.	Then	Jesus	told	him,
“Follow	me.”	Peter	turned	around	and	saw	behind
them	the	disciple	Jesus	loved—the	one	who	had
leaned	over	to	Jesus	during	supper	and	asked,
“Lord,	who	will	betray	you?”		Peter	asked	Jesus,
“What	about	him,	Lord?”		Jesus	replied,	“If	I	want
him	to	remain	alive	until	I	return,	what	is	that	to
you?	As	for	you,	follow	me.”

—John	21:19-22	(NLT)

This	change	of	plans	greatly	upset	Jonah,	and	he
became	very	angry.	So	he	complained	to	the	Lord
about	it:	“Didn’t	I	say	before	I	left	home	that	you
would	do	this,	Lord?	That	is	why	I	ran	away	to
Tarshish!	I	knew	that	you	are	a	merciful	and
compassionate	God,	slow	to	get	angry	and	filled
with	unfailing	love.	You	are	eager	to	turn	back
from	destroying	people.		Just	kill	me	now,	Lord!	I’d
rather	be	dead	than	alive	if	what	I	predicted	will
not	happen.”

—Jonah	4:1-3	(NLT)

3.	Grape,	Grape	Joy.

At	five	o’clock	that	afternoon	he	was	in	town	again
and	saw	some	more	people	standing	around.	He
asked	them,	‘Why	haven’t	you	been	working
today?’		They	replied,	‘Because	no	one	hired	us.’
The	landowner	told	them,	‘Then	go	out	and	join	the
others	in	my	vineyard.’

—Matthew	20:6-7	(NLT)



So	those	who	are	last	now	will	be	first	then,	and
those	who	are	first	will	be	last.

—Matthew	20:16	(NLT)

Then	Peter	said	to	him,	“We’ve	given	up	everything
to	follow	you.	What	will	we	get?”

—Matthew	19:27	(NLT)

	But	many	who	are	the	greatest	now	will	be	least
important	then,	and	those	who	seem	least
important	now	will	be	the	greatest	then.

—Matthew	19:30	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	who	in	this	story	you	identify
with	the	most.	Are	you	filled	with	gratitude	for	what	you
have	received	or	are	you	comparing	benefits?


